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Brussels, 11 May 2023

Confederation of European Forest Owners

To the attention of the

Executive Vice-President European Green Deal, Mr Frans TIMMERMANS

- EU Commissioner for Agriculture and Rural Development, Mr Janusz WOJCIECHOWSKI
- EU Commissioner for Environment, Oceans and Fisheries, Mr Virginijus SINKEVICIUS

- EU Commissioner for Research, Innovation and Science, Ms Mariya GABRIEL

- EU Commissioner for Regional Policy, Ms Elisa FERREIRA

- EU Commissioner for Internal Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs, Mr Thierry
BRETON

- President of the Committee of the Regions, Mr Vasco ALVES CORDEIRO
- Chair of the ENVE Commission of the Committee of the Regions, Mr Juan ESPADAS CEJAS
- Chair of the NAT Commission of the Committee of the Regions, Ms Ulrika LANDERGREN

- President of the Section Agriculture, Rural Development and the Environment (NAT) of the
European Economic and Social Committee, Mr Peter SCHMIDT

- Council of the European Union, General Secretariat, Directorate LIFE 1: Agriculture (SCA —
Special Committee on Agriculture), Director Andrda RUPPRECHTER

- Council of the European Union, General Secretariat, Directorate LIFE 3: Veterinary and Plant
Health Questions, Food and Forestry, Director Jean RECALDE

- Permanent Representations of Member States to the EU:
Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland,
France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta,
The Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden
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Confederation of European Forest Owners

Dear President,

Dear Vice-President,

Dear Commissioners,

Dear Ambassadors and Chargé d'affaires/envoys,
Dear Directors and Chairs,

Around 130 experts and innovators from all around the EU met in Brussels in January at the 5™
edition of the workshop “INFORM-PRIORITIZE-COLLABORATE: COOPERATION OF REGIONS ON
INNOVATION IN FOREST MANAGEMENT, USE OF WOOD AND FOREST-RELATED SERVICES”.

We would like to introduce the outcomes of the workshop, which we hope will contribute to a
broader understanding of current efforts and needs to foster innovation and regional cooperation,
to enable the forestry sector to strongly contribute to the circular bioeconomy in the EU.

The experts discussed the new framework for regional innovation policies addressing the forestry
sector; relevant examples of innovation from different regions serving key EU policy ambitions;
public and private collaboration of experts and practitioners at EU and regional levels to speed up
knowledge flows and to foster innovation; and financial instruments to support regional innovation
in the forestry sector.

The following aspects were identified as important to accelerate innovation in the forestry sector
and enhance interregional cooperation:
e Better use of the EU toolbox for supporting regional partnerships to foster innovation-driven
territorial transformation.
e Manage the existing uncertainties on the impacts of the EU Taxonomy on investments in the
forestry sector.
e Further development of payments for ecosystem services (PES) is needed.
e Stronger communication with citizens on multifunctional forest management and on
innovations to improve the social dimension of sustainable practices.
e Improved quality and availability of harmonized data on forest is vital for risk assessment and
optimized forest management to deliver ecosystem services.
¢ Incentivize the use of wood in the construction sector, as well as in many other sectors and value-
chains.
e Maintaining a lively rural and forest community with adequate access to forests and
infrastructures is crucial for the sustainable management of forests.
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The full report of the event is attached and available for download via the following link:
https://bioregions.efi.int/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Report-on-the-5th-Forest-Innovation-Workshop.pdf

A comprehensive documentation on the workshop is available on the event webpage:
https://bioregions.efi.int/5th-edition-of-the-forest-innovation-workshop-the-role-of-innovation-in-managing-new-

Confederation of European Forest Owners

challenges-in-the-forest-based-sector-at-regional-level-in-the-eu/

We would appreciate meeting with you to discuss future collaboration to promote innovation in the
forestry sector.

With kind regards,

Stefania SACCARDI, Vice-President of Tuscany Region and ERIAFF political coordinator
Marc PALAHI, Director of EFI

Fanny-Pomme LANGUE, Secretary General of CEPF

Piotr BORKOWSKI, Executive Director of EUSTAFOR

Pekka PESONEN, Secretary General of COPA-COGECA

Thierry DE L'ESCAILLE, Secretary General of ELO

Johan ELVNERT, Managing Director of Forest-Based Sector Technology Platform
Inazio MARTINEZ DE ARANO, Head of EFI BIOREGIONS Facility

Guillaume CORRADINO, Director of EUROMONTANA

Additional information

The workshop started in 2014 as a joint initiative of European regions and forest sector
organizations. The 5% edition took place on January 18%, 2023, in Brussels and was co-organised by
the ERIAFF Network (Network of European Regions for Innovation in Agriculture, Food and
Forestry), EFI (European Forest Institute), CEPF (Confederation of European Forest Owners),
EUSTAFOR (European State Forest Association), COPA (European Farmers) and COGECA (European
Agri-cooperatives), ELO (European Landowners Association), EFI BIOREGIONS Facility, FTP (Forest-
based Sector Technology Platform) and EUROMONTANA (European Association of Mountain Areas).
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