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Forest bioeconomy in action

FEEDBACK FROM BIOREGIONS FACILITY ON
UPCOMING EU BIOECONOMY STRATEGY

RATIONALE

Vision for the European Bioeconomy

A regionally-rooted circular bioeconomy can enable the green transition of Europe’s economic sectors,
strengthen strategic autonomy, develop domestic supply chains, boost competitiveness, generate quality
employment, and support environmental protection, biodiversity conservation, and climate change
mitigation.

To maximise its positive economic, social and environmental outcomes, the bioeconomy must be
understood as the "biologisation" of Europe’s main economic sectors (manufacturing, agriculture,
construction, fashion, tourism, mobility, etc.), not merely the development of a bio-based sector.

This ambition requires whole-of-government ownership and increased emphasis on cross-sectoral,
inclusive, and participatory approaches.

Role of Regions in the European Bioeconomy
European regions are essential to the green transition of local economic sectors, preserving and enhancing
natural capital and cultural heritage.

Regions are well-positioned to foster public-private partnerships and develop place-based bioeconomy
solutions that tap into local opportunities and address EU and global challenges.

Through innovation support in bio-based sectors, regions enhance local value chains, create jobs, and
stimulate sustainable and competitive development. Regional capacities must be strengthened, and their
central role in enabling a place-based circular bioeconomy must be understood and recognised.

KEY RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE UPCOMING EU BIOECONOMY STRATEGY

The Bioregions Facility is a platform dedicated to accelerating the development of a sustainable forest
bioeconomy in European regions. The Facility welcomes positive developments of the upcoming Strategy,
including a stronger focus on circularity, industrialisation, policy coherence, and innovation. It also
recommends greater attention to the following actions:

1. Strengthen Regional Involvement & Place-Based Development

« Enhance multi-level governance through ongoing dialogue with regions and regional networks as key
actors in bioeconomy deployment.

« Empower regions in the co-design, implementation, and monitoring of bioeconomy policies, aligned
with local strengths, capacities, and landscape resilience:

o Strengthen the regional dimension of EU sectoral policies to support place-based bioeconomy
pathways, fostering resilient landscapes and thriving communities.

o Expand funding mechanisms for regional bioeconomy initiatives, co-developing instruments and
thematic priorities with regional governments and key stakeholders.

o Promote cross-border and interregional cooperation to scale up bio-based value chains, leveraging
synergies between neighbouring regions (e.g. through regional and cohesion funds or cross-border
regulatory sandboxes).
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2. Drive Sectoral Transformation & Demand for Bio-Based Solutions

« Mandate the development of sectoral roadmaps to guide the bioeconomy transition of key industries,
addressing sector-specific barriers.

« Boost demand for bio-based products through instruments such as:
o Mandatory bio-based content requirements.
o Green public procurement, favouring sustainable, bio-based alternatives.
o Incentives for private-sector adoption.

3. Ensure Inclusive Value Chains Supporting Rural Development

« Encourage landscape-level planning that integrates ecological, economic, and social priorities,
leveraging the bioeconomy’s potential to help address major territorial challenges.

« Position the bioeconomy as a tool for rural revitalisation, linking it to job creation, circularity, and
sustainable land use (e.g. regional accelerators for bio-based rural start-ups with tailored access to
relevant EU investment and advisory instruments).

« Integrate primary producers into downstream value chains, reducing fragmentation, ensuring
transparency and fair value distribution (e.g. increased support for industrial cooperatives of primary
producers, de-risking rural bioeconomy investments).



