Declaration of EU regions in relation to the update of the EU Bioeconomy Strategy

At the Bioeconomy Regions Summit, held in Brussels on 28 November 2024 and co-
organised by the governments of North Rhine-Westphalia, Basque Country and
Catalonia, the participating regions and stakeholders expressed commitment to further
developing the circular bioeconomy as a pivotal solution for Europe’s transition towards
a low-carbon, circular and competitive economy.

Rationale

The circular bioeconomy can leverage the potential of renewable biological resources
to realise the green transition of Europe’s economic sectors, increase Europe’s strategic
autonomy, developing domestic supply chains, strengthening competitiveness,
generating quality employment, and contributing to environmental protection,
biodiversity conservation, and climate change mitigation.

A place-based circular bioeconomy, based on a vibrant primary sector, is essential for
stronger, more resilient and prosperous rural areas, better balanced rural-urban relations
and enhanced sustainability and quality of life in European cities.

European regions are well poised to foster the development of place-based
bioeconomies, well integrated into the social, economic and ecological context, and to
address EU and national policy targets.

Hence, it is important to take concerted action and facilitate the realisation of regional
bioeconomy potentials.

Role of regions in the circular bioeconomy

1. Aregionally tailored approach to land use, nature conservation, and natural resource
management helps preserve biodiversity, ensure the responsible use of land and sea
resources, and promote efficient, circular use of biomass. At the same time, it meets
social demands and safeguards ecosystems for future generations. Many European
regions have a direct role in managing resources sustainably, including agriculture,
forestry, fisheries, and waste management.

2. Regional action is fundamental to transforming local industries by promoting the
shift towards bio-based sectors. Regions are well-placed to foster partnerships
between public and private sectors, to enhance the fundamental role of SMEs in the
green transition and promote the development of bio-based solutions that respond
to local challenges and help address European policy goals.

3. Regions are well-placed to implement circular economy principles, such as
reducing, reusing, recycling, and valorising biological side streams. By developing
regional bio-based value chains and supporting industrial symbiosis, regions can



minimise waste, reduce reliance on fossil resources, and enhance resource
efficiency.

4. Regions are key drivers of bioeconomy innovation through their support of research
and development (R&D), mobilising local capacities in research, academia, industry
and society at large. Supporting innovation in agriculture, forestry, biotechnology,
and other bio-based sectors, regions can create jobs, enhance local value chains,
and stimulate sustainable and competitive development pathways.

A call for action
The regions and stakeholders participating at the Bioeconomy Regions Summit call to:

1. Increase the involvement of regions in the design and implementation of EU
bioeconomy-related policies and strategies.

2. Enhance the territorial dimension of EU thematic policies to better support
place-based development pathways.

3. Strengthen and expand available funding for the regional bioeconomy, co-
designing the different instruments and their thematic priorities with regions.

4. Support cross-border, transnational, and interregional cooperation to promote
bio-based value chains among neighbouring regions, creating value at the
European level.

5. Acknowledge the important role of networks of regions in supporting regional
bioeconomy initiatives and facilitating cooperation and knowledge sharing to
foster synergies and cohesion among the different regions.



