EUSKADI

BASQUE COUNTRY

The Bioeconomy Strategy in the Basque Country:
lessons learned and challenges ahead

 REGIONS S

X' Place-based forest
bioeconomy transitions

28Nov.  Brussels,
2024  Belglum



EUSKADI
BASQUE COUNTRY

BASQUE COUNTRY

Surface: 7.235 km?

Population: 2.172.877 hab
Population density: 300 hab./km?
No. of municipalities: 251

No. of provinces: 3

GDP per inhabitant: 30.868 euros
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- Forest surface 494.500 ha
68% of territory

- Tree forest surface 396.700 ha
55% of territory (EU average 40%)

184000 has of Pinus radita
54000 has Fagus sylvatica
18000 has eucalitus globulus

I 2011 Basoak / Masas forestales
| 1996, Basoak / masas forestales.
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Ponemos en valor el sector
forestal-madera y su apuesta
por la sostenibilidad social,
medioambiental y economica
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Business projects

New projects for existing Entrepreneurship Foreign
companies investment

Public and Private funds
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With its latest investment, Ebaki has
become the largest sawmill in Spain.

=

Its main products are boards, finger-
jointed wood, pallets and pellet
manufacturing.

@ 23 million €
\p of investment
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Egoin is the largest timber
manufacturer and builder in EGOIN WOOD
Southern Europe. In addition to
having a sawmiill, it is a producer of
CLT 70%, glulam 20% and timber
frame 10%.

@ 25 million €

of investment
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The Gamiz Group is one of the main
manufacturers of laminated oak in
Europe for both profiles and glulam
beams. In the case of Serreria
Larranaga, it is a sawmill of large-
square coniferous timber for beams.

In both cases, a private investment
group is responsible for investing in
these family businesses

GAMIZ GROUP

LARRANAGA

BASQUE COUNTRY
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Bioeconomy
HUB
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Entrepreneurship and training

Purpose

The Enkarterri entrepreneurship and training centre specialising in the bioeconomy was created with the aim of
creating an ecosystem suitable for the incubation and acceleration of companies linked to the circular bioeconomy for
southern Europe. Itis an initiative that is integrated within the Basque entrepreneurial ecosystem.

Mission

The mission of the entrepreneurship and training centre is to provide tools to incubate, accelerate and train people
who want to undertake activities related to the bioeconomy, providing: physical spaces, technical support staff (in
viability plans and also in technologically specialised matters), financing instruments, etc.

Main areas of work

Identify projects to incubate and accelerate: bioeconomy radar. Incubate and accelerate captured projects. Develop
dynamics to encourage the creation of new activities (identification of challenges, launching of challenges, capture of
entrepreneurs, accompaniment programme, etc.) in the bioeconomy. Network to share market trends and
technological trends.
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"Main barriers that are hindering development” and “lessons
learned”

Regulatory framework: Current regulations can be restrictive and not always aligned with
the goals of the circular bioeconomy.

Technology and funding: The lack of advanced technologies and difficulty in accessing
adequate funding are also significant barriers.

Climate change: Climate change continues to negatively impact European forests,
exacerbating other destructive pressures such as pests, pollution, and diseases.
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Investment: The need for significant investment to develop infrastructures and advanced
technologies.

Collaboration: The importance of collaboration among different sector actors to overcome
common challenges.

Support ecosystem: The creation of an adequate ecosystem for the incubation and
acceleration of companies linked to the circular bioeconomy.

Funding: The availability of public and private funds to support bioeconomy projects.
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“Lessons learned”

1.- Public-private plans with focus.

2.- Investment in scaling processes and technologies.
3.- Regulatory simplification.

4.- Training and information.

5.- Market knowledge
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Thank you!

Ibaranano@neiker.eus
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