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Some figures about Catalonia

Population: 8 millions inhabitants

• 61.6% in dense urban areas

• 29.5% in semi-dense urban areas

• 8.9% in rural areas

Total surface: 32 000 km2

• Forest area: 63% - Private owners: 77%

• Agricultural area: 25%

• Urban area: 7%

Jobs and wealth in the Catalan Bioeconomy

• 15,2% of the production

• 10,3% of the value added

• 17,2% of the people employed

Forested areas Agricultural areas Urban areas
More information: 

https://ruralcat.gencat.cat/documents/20181/11959613/Informe_bioeconomia_Cataluny

a_2016_2021_25042024def.pdf/3043f6fb-6dbe-4cdc-8dac-3a58285ad8fe

https://ruralcat.gencat.cat/documents/20181/11959613/Informe_bioeconomia_Catalunya_2016_2021_25042024def.pdf/3043f6fb-6dbe-4cdc-8dac-3a58285ad8fe
https://ruralcat.gencat.cat/documents/20181/11959613/Informe_bioeconomia_Catalunya_2016_2021_25042024def.pdf/3043f6fb-6dbe-4cdc-8dac-3a58285ad8fe


Catalan Bioeconomy 

Strategy (EBC2030)

15 transformative actions to 

strengthen 4 areas:

• Improvement of forest 

management and utilization of 

forest resources

• Valorization of livestock manure 

and organic waste

• Valorization of co-products and 

by-products from the food chain

• Resilient landscapes and 

sustainable provision of 

ecosystem services

A locally focused strategy 

launched in 2021 to foster a 

transition to an economy based 

on optimal use of local and 

renewable biological resources to 

create high-value products. 

It seeks to enhance the 

competitiveness and sustainability 

of participating sectors, 

particularly underdeveloped value 

chains, by generating quality 

jobs and promoting knowledge, 

with special emphasis on the 

primary sector.

Action Plan 2022-2024

Catalan Bioeconomy Strategy (EBC2030)

Public expenditure >200M€

https://ruralcat.gencat.cat/documents/20181/9735710/PA_EBC_EN_v4.pdf/cda7f330-e9e5-4123-aacd-67de59a1f056
https://ruralcat.gencat.cat/documents/20181/9479472/EBC2030_EN.pdf/51d819d9-b139-4fb9-b297-278344bf72ea


Improve the use of 

biomass
Goal 1

Catalan Bioeconomy Strategy (EBC2030)

Develop a business 

community based on the 

circular bioeconomy 

Goal 2

Encourage the use and 

consumption of 

bioproducts

Goal 3

Promote resilient 

agricultural and forest 

landscapes 

Goal 4

Situate knowledge as a 

motor of the circular 

bioeconomy

Goal 5

Strengthen the role of the 

Administration

Goal 6

Prepare Catalan society 
for the change towards the 
circular bioeconomy

Goal 7



Support to companies, researchers 

and entrepreneurs, facilitating access 

to infrastructure and public and private 

services to execute and scale 

innovative projects in the bioeconomy.

• Creation of biopolygons (e.g. 

Alcarràs)

• Alternative protein scaling plant

• Boost of new business models

Bioeconomy Hub of 

Catalonia

Bioeconomy actions

Innovation, transfer and entreprises support

Biogas and digestates

Approval of the Catalan Biogas 2030 

Strategy and preparation Strategy of 

the digestate of Catalonia.

Aim to launch 12 biogas plants/year 

between 2024-2030.

Grant line for biogas and digestate

treatment plant installations (80M€)

Grant line for upgrading and injection 

into the gas pipeline network (3M€).

50 subsidized projects in Catalonia 

with EU funds and own funds.



Bioeconomy actions

Innovation, transfer and entreprises support

The new facility includes: 

Wood 
construction 
and furniture 
laboratory

Green 
chemistry 
laboratory

Aromatics 
laboratory

Mycology 
facilities

• Funds from the vehicle CO2

emission tax

• 3,900 m2 plot

• New building with exemplary 
characteristics in terms of 
materials and circularity

• Industrial prototype line

https://blog.ctfc.cat/en/


Territorial management with a 

multifunctional landscape 

perspective. Emphasis on the 

agroforestry mosaic and resilience in 

the face of social, economic and 

environmental changes.

Based on the collaboration between 

administrations, producers, 

associations, researchers and citizens.

5 pilots with NGEU funding (2,4M€)

Grant line pending approval (3M€, 

66% from de Climate Fund)

Governance and bioeconomy in rural areas

Bioeconomy actions

Resilient landscapes 

Programme

Working group with the Government

units with competencies related to soil 

quality and affiliated research centers

with lines in this field.

The aim is to expedite the transfer of 

knowledge to public policies and 

agricultural and forestry practices, such 

as promoting organic fertilization.

Own funding (Climate Fund):

2.2 million euros 2024-2025

Operational groups: financing organic 

fertilization as an environmental 

practice

Organically fertilization 

and soil quality



BIT Congress

Catalonia will host the 11th ERIAFF AC 

from April 7 to 9 2025 in Vic

The reference congress in 

Catalonia of Bioeconomy, 

Innovation and Technology

11th ERIAFF Annual Conference

Bioeconomy actions

Information, communication, networking and international engagement

Catalonia will host the BID in 

September 2025 in Lleida

Bioeconomy Innovation Day

Rural agri-food and 

environmental 

observatory of Catalonia



https://ruralcat.gencat.cat/web/guest/bioeconomia

Department of Agriculture, Livestock, Fisheries and Food


	Slide 1: Realising place-based bioeconomy ambitions
	Slide 2: Some figures about Catalonia
	Slide 3: Catalan Bioeconomy Strategy (EBC2030)
	Slide 4: Catalan Bioeconomy Strategy (EBC2030)
	Slide 5: Bioeconomy actions
	Slide 6: Bioeconomy actions
	Slide 7: Bioeconomy actions
	Slide 8: Bioeconomy actions
	Slide 9

