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• Bioeconomy in regions: strategies, initiatives and successful cases
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A new European 
Commission 



• The European Council agreed on the strategic agenda 2024-
2029.  (27 June 2024) 

• EU President elect von der Leyen presented to the EP the Political 
Guidelines 2024-2029, (18 July) 

• President von der Leyen presented a list of Commissioners-
designate and their portfolios (17 Sept) 

Strengthen the sustainable prosperity and competitiveness, 

resilience and strategic autonomy of the EU and ensure a green 

and fair transition. 

Clean Industrial Deal, Circular Economy Act, Biotech Act, Industrial 

Decarbonisation Accelerator Act, Vision for Agriculture and Life 
Science Strategy 

Important EU institutional developments and guidelines

https://commission.europa.eu/document/e6cd4328-673c-4e7a-8683-f63ffb2cf648_en
https://commission.europa.eu/document/e6cd4328-673c-4e7a-8683-f63ffb2cf648_en
https://commission.europa.eu/about-european-commission/towards-new-commission-2024-2029/commissioners-designate-2024-2029_en
https://commission.europa.eu/about-european-commission/towards-new-commission-2024-2029/commissioners-designate-2024-2029_en


• Ekaterina 

Zaharieva

• Commissioner for 

Startups, Research 

and Innovation

Commissioners-designates (2024-2029)

• Jessika Roswall

• Commissioner for 

Environment, Water 

Resilience and a 

Competitive Circular 

Economy



Building on strong 
foundations 
Progress report from 2022



European 

Bioeconomy 

policy: 

stocktaking and 

future 

developments

Adopted 9/6/22

https://op.europa.eu/s/wmT4 

----

https://op.europa.eu/s/wmT4


Positive progress

National and regional bioeconomy strategies are 
becoming more numerous throughout Europe

Central and Eastern European countries have made 
significant progress in rolling out bioeconomy initiatives

Private investments and research and innovations in 
food and bio-based industries / bio-manufacturing 
industries are increasing

BUT further action is needed as also gaps 
were identified! 



Accelerate actions to facilitate

Management of land and biomass demands 

Progress in sustainable consumption

The sustainable and circular bioeconomy is now more important 

than ever to contribute to the green and fair transition in Europe.



New EU Bioeconomy Strategy 
- Timeline for the new Strategy
- Circular economy as a key element



EU Bioeconomy Strategy timeline

2012 2018

Updated Bioeconomy 

Strategy

Towards a 

green and just
transition

First Bioeconomy 

Strategy

oEfficient 
use of 

renewable

resources

oFocus on 

R&I

+Substitution of 
harmful products

+Regional 

development

+Understanding 

ecological limits

2022

Bioeconomy 

Progress Report

2023

“On the opportunities of the bioeconomy in the light of 

current challenges with special emphasis on rural areas”
(AgriFish Council 25/4/2023)

• EMPHASISES the central role of a sustainable and circular 

bioeconomy for climate, environment + achieving the objectives of 

the EGD and its strategies.

• Calls on the EC to better integrate bioeconomy in all EU 

policies

• Calls on the EC to present before the next strategic period […] an 

updated EU Bioeconomy Strategy and Action Plan 

• Bioeconomy contributes to the  

European Green Deal which 
enables sustainable and just 
transition pathways

• Mainstreaming and up-scaling 
of sustainable bioeconomy ever 

more important in view of the 
current food and energy price 
crisis

End 2025

New EU 

Bioeconomy 
Strategy

2024

Building the future with nature: Boosting 

Biotechnology and Biomanufacturing in the EU 

Action 8. The Commission will review the EU 

Bioeconomy Strategy by end 2025. The review will 

take into account 

• the current societal, demographic and 

environmental challenges, 

• reinforcing the bioeconomy's industrial dimension

• its links to biotechnology and biomanufacturing to 

contribute to a stronger EU economy

Council Conclusion Communication on Biotechnology 

and Biomanufacturing

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/edace3e3-e189-11e8-b690-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-149755478
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/1f0d8515-8dc0-4435-ba53-9570e47dbd51
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/ae0a36d3-eac3-11ec-a534-01aa75ed71a1
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/ae0a36d3-eac3-11ec-a534-01aa75ed71a1
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-8194-2023-INIT/en/pdf
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/sectors/biotechnology_en
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/sectors/biotechnology_en


Why do we need a New Bioeconomy Strategy?

 to address those gaps identified in the Progress Report

 Tackle the potential biomass gap between increasing demand 

and sustainable sourcing of biomass 

 Offer consumers more sustainable and circular bio-based 

products

 to increase policy coherence across different policies and 

ensure links with up-coming initiatives

 Accelerate circular economy approach in bioeconomy 

applications

 Scale-up from “lab to fab” and enhance industrialisation, 

biotechnology and biomanufacturing 

 Boost innovations, high-tech and high value-added products 

and materials 



Circularity is a key to increase 
sustainability and competitiveness 

 Substitution of fossil-based materials by 
biobased materials helps to de-fossilize our 
economy and to mitigate climate change 

 Increase resource efficiency and decouple 
economic activity from resource use

 Foster uptake of secondary feedstock and 
valorise bio-waste and by-products. 

 Ensure safe and sustainable supply chains

 Keep biobased materials and products as long as 
possible in the economy 

 Boost circular business models and innovations

 Creating green jobs and diversifying income for 
rural regions 

Circular economy is key to produce more added 
value from less primary natural resources to 
reduce the environmental impacts and to ensure 
competitiveness, green jobs and a fair transition. 



Increasing the overlapping area of the circular and the bioeconomy 



Important measures to strengthen the 

sustainable and circular bioeconomy 

Regional Innovation Valleys 

Circular Cities and Regions Initiative 

European Partnerships in food, bioeconomy, 
natural resources, agriculture and environment

Horizon Europe Funding Programme 

Circular Bio-based Europe Joint Undertaking 



Bioeconomy in regions: 
strategies, initiatives and 
successful cases



Regional bioeconomy strategies – status in EU-27*

• 28 EU regions have dedicated strategies 

developed and 1 region under development. 

• 68 EU regions have adopted policies where 

bioeconomy is a key element while in 7 

additional regions such strategy is under 

development.

• 94 EU regions have released strategies with 

a minimum bioeconomy content and in 2 

regions are still under development.

*as of Nov 2021, based on the “Study on mapping the 

deployment of regional bioeconomies in Europe” commissioned 

by JRC, KCB



Bioeconomy deployment with BIOEAST 
Initiative 



New European Innovation Agenda (NEIA) & the 
Regional Innovation Valleys (RIVs)
The Regional Innovation Valleys (RIVs) initiative is one of 25 actions of the New European 

Innovation Agenda (NEIA).

With the main goal of supporting NEIA Communication, its priority areas and the RIV’s 

concept, DG RTD created a thematic use case based on the Bioeconomy principles: the 

Concept Note on Regional Innovation Valleys for Bioeconomy and Food Systems 

that was officially launched in 2023 in Plovdiv (Bulgaria)



Regional Innovation Valleys (RIVs) call results

149

Selected Regional Innovation Valleys | Research and Innovation

https://projects.research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/en/strategy/support-policy-making/shaping-eu-research-and-innovation-policy/new-european-innovation-agenda/new-european-innovation-agenda-roadmap/selected-regional-innovation-valleys


Grand Est Region in france: a leader in bioeconomy

Key figures 5.5 million inhabitants, cross-border with Belgium, 
Luxembourg, Germany and Switzerland

80% of area dedicated to farming and forestry, 2° région for 
volume of wood

155 000 jobs in bioeconomy representing 6,8% of all jobs

More than 53 million € of investments in 205 projects since 
2020

More than 400 actors along the whole supply chains (farmers, 
research and innovations centers, biorefineries, industrials, 
clusters, more than 100 start-ups)



Grand Est Region in france: a leader in bioeconomy

Key tools
• A strategy for the 

Region: « Ambition 
2030 »

• 2° edition of month of 
bioeconomy, in September 
2024: 
• More than 100 events 
• by 66 partners
• More than 10 000 people

Sustainable biofuels- 2021

Biointrants - 2022

Vegetal fibres- 2022

Industrial biotechnologies and 
bio-based material- 2023

Future proteins- 2024

• Key contracts with supply chains :  

Food sec ur ity

Source  of  bi o-produ cts

Go od heal th 

of  soil s,  ai r,  

wat er

Energy

sovereignty 



EUROPEAN CIRCULAR INNOVATION VALLEY (ECIV)
Project consortium:

Coordinator
Regional Government of Navarra (GN)

19 Entities
9 Territories/Countries

Facilitator ACR+

5 years
Total Budget: 27,158,123 € 

EU contibution 50%

1

The project will create an 

interregional ecosystem within 

the European Union to transform 

value chains with the aim of 

developing and delivering new 

circular solutions to the market 

with a mission-oriented approach.



EUROPEAN CIRCULAR INNOVATION VALLEY (ECIV)
Approach and Thematic areas

• Analysis of regional contexts and challenges, including policies, strategic planning and actors

• Mission-oriented plans: specific missions and sub-missions to address objectives
• Connecting ecosystems (the dance floor): facilitating contact and collaboration between 

stakeholders from different regions. Creation of spaces for dialogue, sharing of challenges and 
development of solutions to specific challenges that mobilize, involve and connect regional actors.

• Solve specific challenges by implementing deep-tech projects selected in the waterfall funding call 
• Transfer and replication

Approach

Main thematic
areas

Agrifood
- By-products upcycling
- Biobased materials and 

processes
- Waste valorisation
- Eco-design

Biotech
- Biobased material
- Green chemistry
- Biowaste treatment

Construction
- Wood and forest resources
- Recycled materials, by-products

valorisation

Inter-regional challenges

2



Partnership on Forestry



Forests and Forestry for a Sustainable Future 
European Partnerships, Strategic Plan 2025 – 2027

BASIC DATA:

• Co-funded European Partnership, Cluster 6 

• Duration: 2025-2031 (7 years)

• Union contribution: 70M€ (30 %) + MS  163 M€ (70 %) = 233 M€

OBJECTIVES:

• A research and innovation-oriented transdisciplinary instrument that supports the EU Forest Strategy 
simultaneously with climate targets and the Biodiversity Strategy.

EXPECTED IMPACTS:

• New knowledge to support major transitions and innovations in the forest-based bioeconomy towards higher 
added value. 

• Stronger consistency between social, environmental, and economic dimensions of forests and forestry.

• Better understanding of the role of forests in climate change and biodiversity targets. 

• New green forestry business models.

STRATEGIC RESERACH AND INNOVATION AGENDA (SRIA): 

• SRIA is a precondition to launch a European Partnership.

• Development process ongoing since June 2023 by the EUFORE project.

• Four main thematic areas: Forest ecology, Forest management, Forest products, Social aspects and policy.

• The SRIA is expected to be finalized in 2025.



Thank you!
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