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Foreword 

The forest bioeconomy landscape is rapidly evolving across Europe. This document does not intend to 
give a comprehensive account of bioeconomy-related policies and actors, but rather to highlight the most 
relevant aspects and to identify key components of the regional bioeconomy ecosystem. It focusses on 
the circular forest-based bioeconomy, understood as the value chains that originate from forest products, 
typically wood, but also non-wood forest products (NWFP), and services, such as forest-based tourism. 

North Rhine-Westphalia has a bioeconomy ecosystem that goes beyond the forestry- and wood-sector. 
However, the ecosystem presented in this document primarily highlights start-ups and other actors within 
the forest and wood sectors as a way to better capture the regional potential. Less attention is placed on 
the food-tech sector, the pharmaceutical sector and other industrial biotechnologies, except where they 
are related to the processing of forest or lignocellulosic biomass (dry matter from plants). 

In the opening section, we introduce the region and its vision on the forest bioeconomy. Here you can 
find information about the region’s geography, economic profile, forests and the forest-based sector and 
the region’s vision on the bioeconomy. This is followed by the second section, “Meet the actors”, where 
we present the most relevant elements of the North Rhine-Westphalian forest-related bioeconomy 
ecosystem in ten categories: i) industrial clusters; ii) leading companies; iii) research and technological 
centres; iv) bioeconomy education and training programmes; v) public agencies supporting the forest 
bioeconomy; vi) business accelerators active or open to bioeconomy start-ups; vii) investors and venture 
capital companies open to forest bioeconomy; viii) some of the most relevant start-ups in the North 
Rhine-Westphalian ecosystem, ix) bioeconomy and entrepreneurship events; and, finally, x) important 
forest-related or innovation related information sources. 

With this document, the Bioregions Facility aims at providing a summarised economical portrait of North 
Rhine-Westphalia that would be of interest for international forest bioeconomy actors (Introduction 
chapter) and capturing the current actors in the North Rhine-Westphalian forest bioeconomy ecosystem 
(Meet the actors chapter). The Introduction chapter provides a deeper understanding of the North Rhine-
Westphalian forest bioeconomy ecosystem to (potential) entrepreneurs. For those entrepreneurs it is 
useful to know the conditions surrounding the forest bioeconomy (e.g. general economy and industry, 
forest-sector, etc.) and the actors they can contact for potential collaborations. The information about 
the bioeconomy actors can be used to assess the focus of the North Rhine-Westphalian bioeconomy 
sector and to identify opportunities. This document is a part of Bioregions’ WP3 Awareness Toolbox – 
Task 3.2 Regions profiles & success cases. 

Please contact the Bioregions team if you have suggestions to improve this document or corrections to 
be made. Thank you in advance. 
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Introduction 

North Rhine-Westphalia (NRW) is located in the centre of Europe and is the most populated federal state 
of Germany, with almost 18 million inhabitants. With this population living in an area of 34,100 km2, it is 
also one of the most densely populated federal states of Germany. Its highly urbanised area encompasses 
30 of the 81 major German cities. With around ten million inhabitants, the Rhine-Ruhr metropolitan 
region in the centre of the state is one of the 30 largest conurbations in the world and a central part of 
the most densely populated region in Europe. In addition to its notable population, the Ruhr industrial 
region is of high economic importance. North Rhine-Westphalia has an oceanic climate in the west and a 
more continental climate in the east. 

With more than 1 million inhabitants, Cologne is the biggest city in NRW. Cologne is followed by 
Dusseldorf (regional capital), Dortmund and Essen, which each have around 600,000 inhabitants. NRW 
has a very central position in Europe and is one of the biggest export regions in Germany. There are two 
major airports, Düsseldorf Airport and Cologne Bonn Airport, and four smaller ones.  

The economic profile1 

North Rhine-Westphalia is Germany’s No. 1 industrial region. Of Germany’s top 100 corporations, 37 are 
based in North Rhine-Westphalia, including the corporations ThyssenKrupp, Bayer, Henkel, Evonik and 
Lanxess. The economic backbone of NRW is formed by the approximately 754,000 small- and medium-
sized enterprises (SMEs) with a maximum of 249 employees. SMEs account for 99 per cent of business 
enterprises. NRW is Germany’s economically strongest region, accounting for 21% of the national GDP.  

A decisive factor for the economic strength and international competitiveness of North Rhine-Westphalia 
is its geographically favourable location. The two major European transport routes cross here: the north-
south axis between southwest England and northern Italy and the west-east axis between Rotterdam and 
the dynamic countries of Eastern Europe. Around 160 million people live within a 500-kilometre radius of 
the state capital Düsseldorf - this corresponds to more than 30 percent of the total population of the 
European Union.  

North Rhine-Westphalia has built up its strong economic position over many decades. From a region 
traditionally characterised by mining and industry, North Rhine-Westphalia is developing into a modern 
service location. In 2018, more than seven million people were employed in the service sector. Compared 
to 1970, the number of people in employment has more than doubled. At the same time, the number of 
people employed in the manufacturing sector has almost halved. In 2018, around two million people were 
still employed in this sector of the economy. 

The most important sectors for the region’s economy are: industry, trade & transport, and public 
administration (Figure 1). The strongest industrial sectors of North Rhine-Westphalia are construction, 
metal industries, machinery and the chemical industries (Figure 2).  

 

1 https://ec.europa.eu/growth/tools-databases/regional-innovation-monitor/base-profile/north-rhine-westphalia; 

https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-en  

https://ec.europa.eu/growth/tools-databases/regional-innovation-monitor/base-profile/north-rhine-westphalia
https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-en


 

North Rhine-Westphalia Bioregion  

 

 

www.bioregions.efi.int  Page | 4 
 

 

Figure 1: Distribution of employment in North Rhine-Westphalia’s economic sectors. Data obtained from regional benchmarking tool on smart 
specialisation platform (https://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/regional-benchmarking). The sectors are based on the major sectors of Eurostat’s regional 
economic accounts which is based on the NACE rev2, a statistical classification of economic activities in the European community. 

 

Figure 2: Distribution of employment in North Rhine-Westphalia’s industry sectors. Data obtained from regional benchmarking tool on smart 
specialisation platform (https://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/regional-benchmarking). The industrial sectors are a higher classification based on NACE 
rev2, a statistical classification of economic activities in the European community. 
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North Rhine-Westphalia is one of Germany’s least specialised regions because it is a large state with a 
highly diversified industrial structure.2 The most specialised sector is the chemistry sector (Figure 3). 

 

Figure 3: Technological specialisation in North Rhine-Westphalia. Data obtained from regional benchmarking tool on smart specialisation platform 
(https://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/regional-benchmarking). 

The innovation profile  

In Germany, there is a commitment made by the industry and public sector to spend three percent of 
national GDP on R&D every year.3 With a spending of 2.11%4 of GDP on R&D, NRW is slightly below the 
national average despite the fact that the Cologne district spends 138% of the national average. 

NRW has strong innovation in various sectors, most notably in mechanical engineering, metalwork, metal 
production and processing, chemicals, healthcare, banks and insurances, information and 
communications. The role of pharmaceutical and biotechnology sectors has been increasing in the areas 
of Düsseldorf and Cologne. Several major biotechnological and pharmaceutical companies (Qiagen, 
Bayer, Abbott) are located in those areas. Besides, NRW has one of the densest research landscapes in 
Europe. 

 

 

 

2https://www.researchgate.net/publication/326248291_Technological_relatedness_knowledge_space_and_smart_specialisation_Th

e_case_of_Germany  

3https://www.nrwinvest.com/en/nrw-as-location/how-to-do-business-in-nrw/incentive-programs/rd-incentives/  

4 https://ec.europa.eu/growth/tools-databases/regional-innovation-monitor/base-profile/north-rhine-westphalia  
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https://www.researchgate.net/publication/326248291_Technological_relatedness_knowledge_space_and_smart_specialisation_The_case_of_Germany
https://www.nrwinvest.com/en/nrw-as-location/how-to-do-business-in-nrw/incentive-programs/rd-incentives/
https://ec.europa.eu/growth/tools-databases/regional-innovation-monitor/base-profile/north-rhine-westphalia
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Cleantech innovation at country level 

Germany is positioned in ninth place of the 40 countries in the overall Global Cleantech Innovation Index 
(2017)5. Germany has an above-average score for all 4 pillars (general innovation drivers; cleantech-
specific innovation drivers; emerging cleantech innovation, and commercialised cleantech innovation) 
(Figure 4). It scores especially well for those that demonstrate Germany’s outputs of innovation, namely 
emerging cleantech innovation and commercialised cleantech innovation. In fact, Germany gets top scores 
in indicators such as environmental patents, cleantech import and export, and jobs in renewable energy. 
Regarding Germany’s inputs to innovation, it scores a bit above-average for general innovation drivers 
despite its very low evidence of early-stage entrepreneurial activity, and it scores well for cleantech-
specific innovation drivers, thanks to its attractiveness for renewable energy investment, although it is 
held back by a relatively smaller role of private investors. In summary, Germany is the most efficient 
innovator of the 40 countries analysed, as it achieves high levels of innovation outputs, through a strong 
established industry and manufacturing sector, despite the more moderate scores in inputs to innovation.  

 

Figure 4: Germany’s score for the four Global Cleantech Innovation Index pillars (General Innovation Drivers, Cleantech-Specific Innovation Drivers, 
Emerging Cleantech Innovation and Commercialised Cleantech Innovation) in comparison with the average. Source: Clean Tech Group and WWF, 2017. 

Regional innovation scoreboard 2019 

Four of the North Rhine-Westphalian districts are considered as “strong” innovators and the Cologne 
district as “strong +” innovator in 2019’s Regional Innovation Scoreboard. Innovation performance has 
decreased over time for all five districts (down by -5.6% to -12.1% from the previous decade depending 
on the district). The North-Rhine Westphalian districts score more or less average relative to Germany as 
a whole. In the Dusseldorf district (DEA1), marketing/organisational innovations is a strength and 
innovative SMEs collaborating is a weakness relative to the European Union. The Cologne district (DEA2) 

 

5 The aim of the Global Cleantech Innovation Index (GCII) is to rank countries based on their potential to produce entrepreneurial 
cleantech start-up companies and commercialise clean technology innovations. This index provides important insight about the 
performance of countries (used as approximation for the regions) in the bioeconomy innovation environment. The GCII is determined 
by four equally weighted pillars: general innovation drivers; cleantech-specific innovation drivers refers to the policy environment, 
cluster activity and access to finance; emerging cleantech innovation refers to early-stage investments, patents and high impact 
companies, etc.; and commercialised cleantech innovation refers to the size of current markets (imports, exports, employment, etc.). 
Source: Clean Tech Group and WWF, 2017: The Global Cleantech Innovation Index 2017: Which countries look set to produce the next 
generation of start-ups? 
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has R&D expenditures public sector as major relative strength and innovative SMEs collaborating as major 
relative weakness. In the Münster district, the most important strength and weakness relative to the EU 
are SMEs innovating in-house and tertiary education, respectively. The Detmold district (DEA4) and 
Arnsberg district (DEA5) have design applications as a relative strength and innovative SMEs collaborating 
as a relative weakness. In the Arnsberg district, tertiary education is another important relative weakness. 
Overall, there is a trend among the districts to have few innovative SMEs collaborating relative to the 
European Union. 

Bioeconomy readiness 

North Rhine-Westphalia is rated 8 out of 10 for its maturity in bioeconomy readiness6 and thus it can be 
considered to have a mature bioeconomy Research & Innovation ecosystem. 

The Forests and the forest-based sector7 

In view of the total area, the level of industrial development and the population density of the state, NRW 
has considerable forest and timber resources. In comparison with the other federal states, NRW is rather 
poor in forests - the 935,000 ha of forest only represent about 27% of the state's area. The total timber 
stock is estimated at 292 million m³ with an annual increment of 8.9 million m3/year. Forests play an 
important economic role in NRW, as well as fulfilling valuable recreational and protective functions in 
such an industrial state.  

The wooded area in North Rhine-Westphalia consists of 58% deciduous trees and 42% coniferous trees. 
The most prominent tree species is the spruce (30%), which has been highly affected by calamities in the 
last years (storms, drought, and European spruce bark beetle). The most common deciduous trees are 
beech (19%) and oak (17%). There is a trend of increasing wood area in NRW, both for hardwood and 
softwood. About 16% of the forest area is FSC certified and 70% is PEFC certified. 

At 63%, the proportion of private forests is higher than in any other German federal state. In addition, 
21% is municipal and communal forest, 13% is state forest and 3% is federal forest. Small private forest 
owners (plot size up to 20 ha) possess 39% of the share of private forest area, forest owners that own 
between 20 and 100 ha possess 18%, forest owners that own between 100 and 1000 ha possess 24% and 
large private forest owners (more than 1000 ha) possess 19%. The average area of private forest per 
owner is 4 ha, in contrast to the national average of 2.4 ha.  

North Rhine-Westphalia has a strong cluster of forestry and timber industry, which is of national and 
international importance. The forestry and timber industry employs about 162,000 full-time employees.  

With a share of two thirds, the sawmilling industry is the forestry sector‘s principal customer. Nowhere 
else in the world is the production of kitchens so concentrated in one place as in the region of 
Ostwestfalen-Lippe. Three-quarters of all domestic kitchen furniture manufacturers are based in this 

 

6 The bioeconomy readiness index describes the bioeconomy Research & Innovation maturity level of EU regions. The index is based 
on four variables: Regional Innovation Scoreboard; existence of specific bioeconomy strategies; existence of bioeconomy related 
clusters; and the intensity level of bioeconomy related activities. The regions obtain a score from 1 to 10 with a score of 5 being the 
median. Countries with a score of 8 belong to the 16.6% best. Source: European Commission, 2017: Bioeconomy development in EU 
regions. 

7 https://www.wald-und-holz.nrw.de/ueber-uns/en/about-us; https://proholz.nrw/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Walddaten.pdf  

https://www.wald-und-holz.nrw.de/ueber-uns/en/about-us
https://proholz.nrw/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Walddaten.pdf
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region; together, these manufacturers generate 60 percent of the industry's total turnover – more than 
2.3 billion euros – and have a 20 percent market share in Europe. The production of particleboard and 
paper uses about a quarter of the harvested wood.  

The forestry and timber industry achieves a turnover of 42 billion euros. With about 7% of the turnover 
and 9% of the employees in the manufacturing industry, the sector Forestry and Wood is also a 
considerable economic factor in NRW. The sector also plays a very important role when it comes to 
climate protection. The contribution of the forestry and wood sector in NRW to climate protection 
amounts to 18 million tonnes CO2 per year (forest storage, product storage, material and energy 
substitution). In the whole of Germany, the sector’s climate protection amounts to 127 million tonnes, 
which in turn compensates for 14% of the country’s total greenhouse gas emissions. 

Currently, about 75% of renewable heating is provided by the renewable raw material wood.  

Biomass availability 

In North Rhine-Westphalia, the available biomass is quite evenly distributed among forest biomass, 
agricultural biomass and municipal waste (Figure 5). Bioeconomy entrepreneurs have a variety of biomass 
sources available to use as their resources. 

 

Figure 5: Estimated biomass availability in North Rhine-Westphalia. The brownish colours are related to forest biomass, the greenish colours to 
agricultural biomass and the blue colour to municipal waste. Based on data from S2Biom. 

Compared to the other Bioregions, NRW has the lowest biomass availability per capita and an 
intermediate domestic material consumption (the total amount of material directly used in an economy) 
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per capita (Table 1). This results in the lowest proportion of the domestic material use that can be filled 
in with biomass (5%).  

Table 1: Estimated biomass availability per capita, domestic material consumption per capita at a national level and proportion of domestic material 
use that can be filled in with available biomass. Data obtained from S2Biom and EU Open Data portal 8. 

 

Available biomass 
(ton/capita) 

Domestic material 
consumption (ton/capita) 

Available biomass/ 
Domestic consumption 

Basque Country 0.89 8.82 10% 

North Karelia 20.77 32.48 64% 

North Rhine-Westphalia 0.79 14.79 5% 

 

Structural change in the Rhenish lignite mining region 

Germany, after having abandoned the use of nuclear energy, will also abandon energy production from 
fossil fuels, namely coal. North Rhine-Westphalia has always been the classic coal state in Germany. 
Hundreds of thousands of jobs depended directly or indirectly on domestic coal.  

While the last hard coal mine closed some time ago, tens of thousands of people are still employed in 
opencast lignite mining. However, here too the phase-out has begun. Based on the decisions of the 
Federal Government on the coal phase-out, the state of NRW has initiated the transformation process in 
this region, the so-called "Rhenish mining Region". Under the agreement, the transformation process in 
NRW will be supported with 15 billion euros over the next 16 years.  

The replacement of coal production and its generation of electricity by future-oriented technologies and 
future-oriented economic sectors, including agriculture to a large extent, offers enormous opportunities 
– also for the circular bioeconomy. 

The Bioregions Facility can help to support the development of the Rhenish mining area as a Europe-wide 
important location for research and development in the field of chemical base materials from wooden 
biomass as part of a sustainable bioeconomy. For example, the recultivation areas of former opencast 
lignite mines can be excellent locations for the production of wooden biomass. 

A vision on the bioeconomy 9 

The solution to global social challenges such as climate change, resource efficiency, biodiversity loss, 
health and demographic change is one of the most urgent national and international tasks. All 
governments in Germany, and thus also North Rhine-Westphalia, are focusing on developing appropriate 
solutions.  

Bioeconomy can, among many other definitions, be understood as the development of new products and 
services with sustainable use of biological resources. One example is society’s transition from one that 

 

8 https://data.europa.eu/euodp/en/data/dataset/PWZDbPY2plUCL8qiHmOFA  

9https://www.biosc.de/eng; https://bio.nrw.de/en/about-bio-nrw/  

https://data.europa.eu/euodp/en/data/dataset/PWZDbPY2plUCL8qiHmOFA
https://www.biosc.de/eng
https://bio.nrw.de/en/about-bio-nrw/
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relies on fossil-based resources, to a society based on renewable resources. Therefore, the bioeconomy 
is particularly important for NRW as one of Europe's leading locations for chemicals, pharmaceuticals and 
energy.  

The federal state of North Rhine-Westphalia sees a high potential in the bioeconomy and therefore is 
following the recommendations of the bioeconomy strategy of the European Union and the German 
government. For the government of NRW, the development of a bioeconomy is a strategic instrument to 
promote the transformation of the NRW economy into a sustainable economy. 

There have been various approaches in the past to move the bioeconomy forward. In 2013, the previous 
state government had already published the key points of a bioeconomy strategy.  

At that time, North Rhine-Westphalia was the first region in Europe to extend the concept of the 
bioeconomy to include the health sector. Particular emphasis was placed on the strong life science sector 
in NRW, as biotechnology in particular enables technological solutions. Biopolymers, refineries and 
biopharmaceuticals were seen as particular focal points. 

The cluster policy of the government of North Rhine-Westphalia stimulates the cooperation between 
companies, research institutes, and the state sector along value-added chains in the most important fields 
of industry and technology. Examples of such clusters promoted by the state of NRW are Network of 
Biotechnology in North Rhine-Westphalia (BIO.NRW), Cluster Initiative Industrial Biotechnology (CLIB) and 
Bioeconomy Science Centre (BioSC). 

What is missing, however, is the promotion of the forest-based bioeconomy sector. The Bioregions Facility 
aims to occupy exactly the "ecological niche" that the forestry sector represents. This, along with the 
cooperation of various European regions, is the real benefit of the Bioregions Facility. The coordinating 
role of the European Forest Institute supports the creation of synergies and the scaling-up of regional 
actions. 

Bioeconomy strategies10 

With its high density of energy- and raw material-intensive industries, the high degree of urbanisation, a 
well-developed transport infrastructure, an innovative agricultural and forestry sector and an outstanding 
research infrastructure in the field of energy technology and in many sub-sectors of the environmental 
economy, NRW offers optimal conditions for assuming a pioneering role with regards to the resource 
transition and transformation to a sustainable industrial society. 

The Research and Innovation Smart Specialisation Strategy (RIS3) of North Rhine-Westphalia 2014 -2020 
emphasises that forestry, fisheries and aquaculture, food security and water protection have priority over 
the cultivation of technically usable renewable raw materials. Since agricultural and forestry land in NRW 
is limited, the available renewable raw materials should first be used as materials and then as energy 
(cascade use) and a corresponding circular economy should be established. In this respect, the focus is 
on the question of which sustainable concepts of integrated biorefinery, i.e. the material and energetic 

 

10 https://ec.europa.eu/growth/tools-databases/regional-innovation-monitor/base-profile/north-rhine-westphalia; 
https://www.bmbf.de/files/2020_1501_National-Bioeconomy-Strategy_Summary_accessible.pdf  

https://ec.europa.eu/growth/tools-databases/regional-innovation-monitor/base-profile/north-rhine-westphalia
https://www.bmbf.de/files/2020_1501_National-Bioeconomy-Strategy_Summary_accessible.pdf
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(cascading) use of biomass, can be realised. Concepts for the use of large quantities of renewable raw 
materials must also address logistical challenges. It is focused on the following eight lead markets: 

• new materials; 

• machinery and plant engineering; 

• health; 

• information- and communication technologies (ICT); 

• mobility and logistics; 

• energy and environmental industry; 

• life sciences; 

• media and creative industries 

The National Bioeconomy Strategy (2020)11 emphasises that agriculture and forestry are a central pillar 
of a bio-based economy. At the same time, it is challenging to reduce the demand for resources and land 
as well as greenhouse gas emissions and the loss of biodiversity, as currently shown by the reports of the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change and the Intergovernmental Panel on Biological Diversity. In 
addition, forestry itself faces further major challenges due to the effects of climate change and conflicting 
goals, such as land-use competition.  

Forestry provides a large percentage of the biogenic raw materials used in Germany. An important 
instrument for adapting to climate change and securing the supply of raw materials — in addition to forest 
conversion to climate-adapted mixed forests with site-appropriate tree species — forest plant breeding. 
The Federal Government's goal is to develop a sustainable balance between the increasing demands on 
the forest and its sustainable performance capacity, adapted to future requirements, because the goal of 
sustainable use of the forest requires economic performance, ecological responsibility, and social justice. 

The Bioeconomy Strategy of NRW is under preparation. The forestry sector, with its existing projects, 
including the participation in the Bioregions Facility, fits perfectly into the planned Bioeconomy strategy.  

The forest-based bioeconomy sector plays a main role for sustainable construction, bio-based materials 
and renewable energy. The multiple uses of wood fibres and wood products in the circular economy play 
a central role in expanding the contributions of the forest-based sector toward climate protection and 
sustainability. Decentral biorefinery concepts based on byproducts of the paper and sawmill sector, as 
well as the use of wood for biotechnical applications, are also new perspectives for the forest and wood 
cluster in the bioeconomy. The Bioregions Facility offers the perfect framework to support this process 
successfully. 

Key documents 

• North Rhine-Westphalia Innovation Strategy (RIS3) 2014-2020. 
https://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/documents/20182/229963/DE_NRW_RIS3_Final.pdf/4ad1b
d7d-5610-41b9-bf7d-e6eb10c709ed  

• https://ec.europa.eu/growth/tools-databases/regional-innovation-monitor/base-profile/north-
rhine-westphalia 

 

11 https://biooekonomie.de/themen/politikstrategie-deutschland  

https://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/documents/20182/229963/DE_NRW_RIS3_Final.pdf/4ad1bd7d-5610-41b9-bf7d-e6eb10c709ed
https://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/documents/20182/229963/DE_NRW_RIS3_Final.pdf/4ad1bd7d-5610-41b9-bf7d-e6eb10c709ed
https://ec.europa.eu/growth/tools-databases/regional-innovation-monitor/base-profile/north-rhine-westphalia
https://ec.europa.eu/growth/tools-databases/regional-innovation-monitor/base-profile/north-rhine-westphalia
https://biooekonomie.de/themen/politikstrategie-deutschland
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• Facts and figures on the forests in North Rhine-Westphalia: https://www.wald-und-
holz.nrw.de/ueber-uns/en/about-us  

• DER WALD IN NORDRHEIN-WESTFALEN Daten & Fakten: https://proholz.nrw/wp-
content/uploads/2020/12/Walddaten.pdf  

• Cluster Forst und Holz NRW Daten & Fakten: https://proholz.nrw/wp-
content/uploads/2020/12/Clusterdaten.pdf  

• https://www.bmbf.de/files/2020_1501_National-Bioeconomy-
Strategy_Summary_accessible.pdf  

Meet the actors 

In this section, different actors from the North Rhine-Westphalian forest bioeconomy ecosystem 
are presented in ten different categories (Figure 6): 1) Industrial clusters, 2) Leading companies, 3) 
Research and technological centres, 4) Bioeconomy education and training, 5) Public agencies 
supporting forest bioeconomy, 6) Accelerators and incubators, 7) Investors and venture capitalist 
companies, 8) Start-ups and tech SMEs, 9) Events and 10) Forest- or innovation-related information 
sources. 

 

Figure 6: Preview of the North Rhine-Westphalian forest bioeconomy innovation ecosystem 

1. Industrial clusters 

The clusters in North Rhine-Westphalia are diverse both in terms of geographic scope and thematic focus. 
Some clusters function for whole NRW while others focus on a smaller region within. A statewide cluster 
initiative ("proHolz.NRW") and regional initiatives, for example “Zentrum HOLZ”, “Olsberg” and 
“Holzkompetenzzentrum Rheinland”, aim to strengthen the forest and timber industry. An important 
topic of these initiatives is the promotion of building with modern wood products. Also, clusters with a 
focus on bioenergy (Zentrum für Bioenergie) and forestry 4.0 (KWH 4.0) were also identified. 

https://www.wald-und-holz.nrw.de/ueber-uns/en/about-us
https://www.wald-und-holz.nrw.de/ueber-uns/en/about-us
https://proholz.nrw/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Walddaten.pdf
https://proholz.nrw/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Walddaten.pdf
https://proholz.nrw/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Clusterdaten.pdf
https://proholz.nrw/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Clusterdaten.pdf
https://www.bmbf.de/files/2020_1501_National-Bioeconomy-Strategy_Summary_accessible.pdf
https://www.bmbf.de/files/2020_1501_National-Bioeconomy-Strategy_Summary_accessible.pdf
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Furthermore, North Rhine-Westphalia is an active member of the nationwide initiative "Charta for Wood 
2.0", which focuses on maintaining and expanding the services of sustainable, efficient wood use and 
long-term use for the benefit of climate protection and value creation, especially in rural areas. 

 

 

Landesbetrieb Wald 
und Holz Nordrhein-
Westfalen 

 

Description It is a state enterprise of the state North Rhine-Westphalia. It was formed from the 
previous offices of the state forest administration. Further facilities were added later, so 
that today all the state's forest-related facilities are integrated into the state's 
operations. 

Location Münster (Albrecht-Thaer-Strasse 34, 48147 Münster) 

Geographic scope North Rhine-Westphalia 

Thematic focus Management of the state forest, sustainable protection and safeguarding of the forests, 
services for public and private forest owners, supporting the Forest and Wood Cluster. 

Members  

Website https://www.wald-und-holz.nrw.de/  

Contact 0251/91797 – 0; info@wald-und-holz.nrw.de  

proHolz.NRW 

 

Description Cluster Initiative for the forest and wood sector in North Rhine-Westphalia, supported 
by the MULNV, final organisation is to be founded mid-2021. 

Location  

Geographic scope North Rhine-Westphalia 

Thematic focus Projects about urbanisation, digitalisation, bioeconomy, climate change, employment 

Members  

Website https://proholz.nrw/  

Contact info@proHolz.NRW  

Zentrum HOLZ. 

 

Description ZentrumHolz. is a platform and business development centre for companies active in 
the forest and wood sectors. Wood industry networks, institutions, interest groups and 
public administration work together under the umbrella of the HOLZ Center. The HOLZ 
center provides the platform for networking the actors along the forest–wood value 

https://www.wald-und-holz.nrw.de/
mailto:info@wald-und-holz.nrw.de
https://proholz.nrw/
mailto:info@proHolz.NRW
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chain. The actors focus on the transfer of knowledge and communication on the use of 
wood as a raw material. 

Location Olsberg (Carlsauestraße 91A, 59939 Olsberg) 

Geographic scope (Southern) North Rhine-Westphalia. (The aim of the actors in the HOLZ center is to 
further develop South Westphalia as a competence region for the raw material wood 
and to promote the use of the raw material wood in North Rhine-Westphalia.) 

Thematic focus Network platform, communication, business development 

Members Companies active in the forest and wood sector 

Website https://www.zentrum-holz.de/  

Contact https://www.zentrum-holz.de/kontakt Contact info of their institutions 

Holzkompetenz-
zentrum Rheinland 

 

Description The Wood Competence Centre Rheinland (HKZR) offers numerous information and 
services along the value chain from the forest, to the further processing and finishing of 
the wood, to modern timber construction. It is a cooperation between the regional 
forest office Hocheifel-Zülpicher Börde of the state enterprise Forest and Wood NRW 
and the Eifel community Nettersheim. It is also one of the main tasks of the state Forest 
and Wood Office in NRW. 

Location Nettersheim (Römerplatz 12, 53947 Nettersheim) 

Geographic scope Rhineland 

Thematic focus Wood construction, wood energy, wood and forests, climate protection 

Members  

Website https://www.hkzr.de/  

Contact +49 (0) 2486/80 10-24; r.stadler@hkzr.de  

Zentrum für Bioenergie 

 

Description ZebiO is the Center for Bioenergy. ZebiO members see themselves as role models and 
multipliers for the energy transition. As actors, they set standards for energy efficiency 
and for the use and dissemination of renewable energies. The exhaustion of fossil fuels 
is to be reduced in order to secure resources for future generations and to protect the 
environment and climate. 

Location Gummersbach (Bunsenstr. 5, 51647 Gummersbach) 

https://www.zentrum-holz.de/
https://www.zentrum-holz.de/kontakt
https://www.hkzr.de/
mailto:r.stadler@hkzr.de
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Geographic scope Bergisches Land. (“Mobilisation of the domestic potential (raw material wood and 
company network) in the Bergisches Land under the aspects of renewable energies, 
resource and energy efficiency as well as environmental and climate protection.”) 

Thematic focus Bioenergy 

Members  

Website https://www.zebio.de/  

Contact 02261-814-244; projekte@zebio.de  

Holzcluster Bergisches 
Land  

 

Description Bergisches Land wood cluster is a cooperation project between the Oberbergischer Kreis 
and the Rheinisch-Bergischer Kreis, the city of Leverkusen, the Landesbetrieb Wald und 
Holz NRW and the Bergisch Waste Management Association. 

Location Lindlar (Am Berkebach, 51789 Lindlar) 

Geographic scope Bergisches Land 

Thematic focus Target group-oriented information and advice, training courses and seminars, industry 
and market analyses, advice and consulting, public relations and marketing, 
implementation of company-specific research and development projects. 

Members Forest owners, forest and energy wood service providers, system planners and 
operators 

Website https://www.bavweb.de/-metabolon/Bergisches-
Energiekompetenzzentrum/Holzcluster-Bergisches-Land  

Contact 02263 805-543; info@metabolon.de  

Wald und Holz Eifel 

 

Description The Netzwerk Wald und Holz Eifel e.V. is an amalgamation of companies and institutions 
in the forestry and timber industry in Eifel. 

Location  

Geographic scope Eifel 

Thematic focus  

Members  

Website https://www.wald-holz-eifel.org/  

Contact  

https://www.zebio.de/
mailto:projekte@zebio.de
https://www.bavweb.de/-metabolon/Bergisches-Energiekompetenzzentrum/Holzcluster-Bergisches-Land
https://www.bavweb.de/-metabolon/Bergisches-Energiekompetenzzentrum/Holzcluster-Bergisches-Land
mailto:info@metabolon.de
https://www.wald-holz-eifel.org/
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Kompetenz-netzwerk 
Umweltwirtschaft. 
NRW  

Description The Kompetenz-network Umweltwirtschaft.NRW (KNUW) started its work at the beginning 
of 2017. It sees itself as a partner and network manager for the exchange between 
companies, research, associations, universities, regional agencies and economic 
development at a regional and local level. Its central goal is to strengthen the environmental 
economy in NRW by identifying and making better use of national and international market 
opportunities. 

Location Düsseldorf (VDI-Platz 1, 40468 Düsseldorf) 

Geographic scope North Rhine-Westphalia 

Thematic focus Identification of technical and organisational innovations in the sub-markets of the 
environmental economy, initiation of cooperation, international communication and 
marketing 

Members  

Website https://www.knuw.nrw/  

Contact info@knuw.nrw  

KWH4.0 

 

Description The Competence Center Forest and Wood 4.0 provides the necessary skills and 
infrastructure for developing and demonstrating the Forest and Wood 4.0 vision, for 
researching new components, processes and business models as well as for training and 
advising the cluster actors, thus guaranteeing the consistent pursuit of the forest and Wood 
4.0 vision. 

The project aims to find answers to the question of how industry 4.0 can benefit the forestry 
and timber industry. Through intelligent, decentralised organisation, processes are to be 
improved and new business models developed. The raw material wood is to be developed 
more sustainably and more precisely. The project is planned for three years and is led by 
the RIF Institute for Research and Transfer from Dortmund. 

Location Dortmund (Joseph-von-Fraunhofer-Strasse 20, 44227 Dortmund) 

Geographic scope  

Thematic focus Forestry 4.0 

Members  

Website https://www.kwh40.de/neuigkeiten/  

Contact +49 231 9700-781; info@kwh40.de  

https://www.knuw.nrw/
mailto:info@knuw.nrw
https://www.kwh40.de/neuigkeiten/
mailto:info@kwh40.de
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Informations-verein 
Holz 

 

Description The Informationsverein Holz provides up-to-date knowledge about wood as a sustainable 
building material.  

Location Düsseldorf (Franklinstrasse 42, 40479 Düsseldorf) 

Geographic scope  

Thematic focus  

Members Timber contractors, timber construction trade, architects, engineers, planners, university 
teachers 

Website https://informationsvereinholz.de/ivh/  

Contact +49 (0) 211_966 55 80; info@informationsvereinholz.de  

Informationsdienst 
Holz 

 

Description Information on the oldest, most advanced and most natural building material of the world 
– wood. Informationsdienst Holz is a reliable partner when it comes to the professional 
planning and use of wood as a building material, be it with basic knowledge for students or 
special knowledge for architects and structural engineers. 

Location Düsseldorf 

Geographic scope  

Thematic focus Wood construction 

Members Carpenters, timber construction companies, architecture offices, engineering offices, etc. 

Website https://informationsdienst-holz.de/  

Contact  

Cluster Initiative 
Industrial 
Biotechnology - CLIB 

 

Description Cluster of Biotechnology 

Location The cluster delivers value to all its stakeholders by professional networking within industrial 
biotechnology, across disciplines, regions, and nations; bringing together the expertise and 
knowledge needed to create sustainable products and processes, and to support the 
circular bioeconomy. 

Geographic scope International 

Thematic focus Biotechnology 

Members  

https://informationsvereinholz.de/ivh/
mailto:info@informationsvereinholz.de
https://informationsdienst-holz.de/
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2. Leading companies 

There are numerous leading companies related to forest bioeconomy in North-Rhine Westphalia, but also 
SME’s play an important role. Over 20,000 companies are statistically recorded in the sector Forest and 

Website https://clustercollaboration.eu/cluster-organisations/clib-cluster-industrial-biotechnology  

http://www.clib2021.de/  

Contact Tel .: +49 (0) 211 6793137; info@clib-cluster.de  

Verbände der Holz-, 
und Möbelindustrie 
Nordrhein-Westfalen 
e.V.  

Description Several professional, collective bargaining and federal branch associations represent the 
specific interests of over 400 companies from industry and craft. 

Location Herford (Goebenstrasse 4 – 10, 32052 Herford) 

Geographic scope North Rhine-Westphalia 

Thematic focus Wood, plastic and furniture 

Members Association of the wood, plastic and furniture industry in North Rhine-Westphalia 

Website https://www.vhk-herford.de/  

Contact 0 52 21/12 65 – 0; info@vhk-herford.de  

Bioregions Facility 

 

Description The European Forest Institute, together with those regions willing to take the lead, 
established a Bioregions Facility to support the development of the forest bioeconomy. 
The Bioregions Facility supports innovation, networking, and policy learning, and 
develops joint strategies and actions, capacity building, plus partnering and exchanging 
experiences around: Innovation, Institutions, Infrastructures and Investments. The 
facility is also developing a European-wide Bioeconomy Acceleration Programme. 

Location Joensuu (Yliopistokatu 6, 80100 Joensuu) 

Geographic scope Europe 

Thematic focus Forest-based circular bioeconomy 

Members Regions that want to develop their forest bioeconomy 

Website https://efi.int/projects/bioregions-facility  

Contact giuseppe.tripodi @ efi.int  

https://clustercollaboration.eu/cluster-organisations/clib-cluster-industrial-biotechnology
http://www.clib2021.de/
mailto:info@clib-cluster.de
https://www.vhk-herford.de/
mailto:info@vhk-herford.de
https://efi.int/projects/bioregions-facility
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Wood in NRW. The sub-sectors with the most employees and the highest turnover in the cluster statistics 
are the furniture industry, the woodworking and woodcraft industry and timber construction. The 
importance of those sub-sectors is also represented by the leading companies listed here. We also 
identified several leading companies in the pulp and paper industry. 

 

 

Pollmeier 

 

Market segment Wood processing 

Description Pollmeier produces beechwood from sustainably managed forests in their own region 
and the wood is PEFC certified. In Rietberg, Pollmeier Leimholz GmbH produces edge-
glued panels made from normal and redheart beech. They are situated in the centre of 
the German furniture industry and they established themselves as a valued partner of 
solid timber machining factories and companies producing solid or semi-solid wood 
furniture. 

Location Rietberg (Rüschfeld 131, 33397 Rietberg), HQ Creuzburg (Pferdsdorfer Weg 6, D-99831 
Amt Creuzburg) 

Investor(s)  

Website https://www.pollmeier.com/; https://www.pollmeier.com/company/Locations/rietberg  

Contact +49 (0) 5244 92050 (Rietberg); rietberg@pollmeier.com; +49 (0)36926 945-0 
(Creuzburg); info@pollmeier.com  

Ante-Holz GmbH 

 

Market segment Wood processing 

Description Ante-Holz is one of the largest owner-managed family companies in the European wood 
industry. Anthe-Holz has more than 950 employees in Germany (Bromskirchen-Somplar, 
Winterberg and Rottleberode) and Poland (Kozuchów). They process softwood into the 
most modern wood products, which are sold worldwide. Ante pellets, located in 
Winterberg-Züschen is their location in North Rhine-Westphalia. 

Location Winterberg-Züschen (Nuhnetalstrasse 122, 59955 Winterberg-Züschen), HQ 
Bromskirchen-Somplar (Im Inkerfeld 1, 59969 Bromskirchen-Somplar) 

Investor(s)  

Website https://www.ante-holz.de/en/  

Contact info@ante-pellets.de; Winterberg: +49 (0) 2981 923 00; HQ: +49 (0) 2984 308 0; 

EGGER Holzwerkstoffe 
Brilon GmbH & Co. KG 

 

https://www.pollmeier.com/
https://www.pollmeier.com/company/Locations/rietberg
mailto:rietberg@pollmeier.com
mailto:info@pollmeier.com
https://www.ante-holz.de/en/
mailto:info@ante-pellets.de
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Market segment Wood processing 

Description Egger has around 10,100 employees. They manufacture a comprehensive range of 
wood-based materials (chipboard, OSB and MDF boards) and sawn timber at 20 
locations worldwide. EGGER has customers all over the world in the furniture industry, 
wood and flooring specialist retailers, as well as DIY stores. EGGER products can be found 
in the kitchen, bathroom, office, living room and bedroom. EGGER sees itself as a full-
range supplier for furniture and interior fittings, for structural timber construction and 
for flooring using wood-based materials. 

Location Brilon (Im Kissen 19, 59929 Brilon) 

Investor(s)  

Website https://www.egger.com/shop/de_DE/  

Contact Contact form: 
https://www.egger.com/shop/de_DE/contactform?contact=8796126586840  

Pieper-Holz GmbH 

 

Market segment Sawmill, wood processing 

Description The mill in Assinghausen, with a surface area of 220,000 square meters, today 
compromises a timber trade unit, two sawmills, a sorting plant, a sorting and trimming 
timber plant, a drying plant, a wood conversion-planing and impregnation plant. 

Location Olsberg-Assinghausen (Im Westfeld 2, 59939 Olsberg-Assinghausen) 

Investor(s)  

Website https://www.pieperholz.de/en/start  

Contact post@pieperholz.de; +49 2962 97110 

Brüninghoff Holz GmbH 
& Co. KG 

 

Market segment Wood processing, wood construction 

Description The production of timber elements and timber products, as well as precision joinery, are 
among Brüninghoff's strengths. The family-run, medium-sized company processes more 
than 10,000 cubic metres of timber per year. 

Location Heiden (Industriestraße 14, 46359 Heiden) 

Investor(s)  

Website https://www.brueninghoff-holz.de  

Contact info@brueninghoff-holz.de; 0286797390 

https://www.egger.com/shop/de_DE/
https://www.egger.com/shop/de_DE/contactform?contact=8796126586840
https://www.pieperholz.de/en/start
mailto:post@pieperholz.de
https://www.brueninghoff-holz.de/
mailto:info@brueninghoff-holz.de
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Brüggemann Holzbau 
GmbH & Co. KG 

 

Market segment Wood construction 

Description Brüggemann Holzbau is a specialist in wood construction and employs 160 people. 

Location Neuenkirchen (Am Wambach 17-19, 48485 Neuenkirchen) 

Investor(s)  

Website http://www.brueggemann-holzbau.de  

Contact info@brueggemann-holzbau.de; 0597394400  

Terhalle Holzbau GmbH 

 

Market segment Wood construction 

Description Terhalle started as a carpentry firm. Nowadays, they also do joinery work, timber frame 
construction and turnkey buildings and manufacturing of windows and facades. Terhalle 
has 300 employees. 

Location Ahaus-Ottenstein (Solmsstraße 46, 48683 Ahaus-Ottenstein) 

Investor(s)  

Website https://www.terhalle.de/en/homepage.html  

Contact info@terhalle.de; +49 256198230 

Kabel Premium Pulp & 
Paper GmbH 

 

Market segment Pulp & paper 

Description Kabel advertises that they stand for premium fibre and paper. They take on 
environmental responsibility and implement several social initiatives. 

Location Hagen (Schwerter Strasse 263 58099 Hagen) 

Investor(s)  

Website https://www.kabelpaper.de/  

Contact +49 (0) 2331 699-0; kabel@kabelpaper.de  

http://www.brueggemann-holzbau.de/
mailto:info@brueggemann-holzbau.de
https://www.terhalle.de/en/homepage.html
mailto:info@terhalle.de
https://www.kabelpaper.de/
mailto:kabel@kabelpaper.de
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Heimbach Germany 

 

Market segment Pulp & paper 

Description Their main area of business is paper machine clothing. Heimbach supplies the pulp and 
paper industry with fabrics and felts for all sections and all paper grades. Their other 
business area, technical textiles, are used in a variety of sectors, such as the food, 
chemical, wood, construction and car industries. 

Location Düren (An Gut Nazareth 73, 52353 Düren) 

Investor(s)  

Website https://www.heimbach.com/de/impressum  

Contact info@heimbach.com; +49 (0) 2421 802 0 

B. Dynafol 
Verpackungen GmbH 

 

Market segment Pulp & paper 

Description They are a specialist for film packaging, hand shrink devices and various packaging 
materials. 

Location Düren (Am Langen Graben 23, 52353 Düren) 

Investor(s)  

Website https://www.dynafol.de/  

Contact https://www.dynafol.de/kontakt; +49 (2421) 48071 – 60; info@dynafol.de  

Dypack 

 

Market segment Pulp & paper 

Description Dy-pack combines a logistics concept and sack design to best meet packaging 
requirements for companies. Designed specifically for bulk goods, dy-pack advertises 
intelligent packaging that enhances the products being packaged. 

Location Wenden-Gerlingen (Im Ruttenberge 1, 57482 Wenden-Gerlingen) 

Investor(s)  

Website https://www.dy-pack.com/en/  

https://www.heimbach.com/de/impressum
mailto:info@heimbach.com
https://www.dynafol.de/
https://www.dynafol.de/kontakt
mailto:info@dynafol.de
https://www.dy-pack.com/en/
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3. Research centres and technological centres 

No other region in Europe has so many scientific institutions in such a small area. These include 70 
universities, 14 institutes of the Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft, 12 Max Planck Institutes and more than 50 
research facilities located at the universities. The universities in North Rhine-Westphalia currently 
educate 760,000 students and, with around 147,000 employees, are among the largest employers in the 
state. 

There are also several research and technological centres active in North Rhine-Westphalia that are 
relevant for forest bioeconomy entrepreneurs. Most of those centres focus on bioeconomy or 
biotechnology. The European Forest Institute focusses on forest research and Aachener Zentrum für 
Holzbauforschung on timber construction research. The centres have a variety of geographic scopes, 
including up to an international level. 

Contact +49 (0) 2762 920 0; info@dy-pack.com  

Serong 

 

Market segment Pulp & paper 

Description Serong prides itself on the quality, experience, reliability and tradition of its packing 
solutions: from development by specialists, to manufacturing, and all the way to further 
processing and series production, the Serong folding carton factory is a full-service 
provider for packaging solutions. 

Location Höxter (Hermannstraße 4 - 37671 Höxter) 

Investor(s)  

Website https://www.serong.de/en/home/  

Contact info@serong.de; +49 5271 69040  

European Forest 
Institute (EFI) 

 

Description The European Forest Institute is an international organisation, established by European 
States. EFI conducts research and provides policy support on issues related to forests. 
They facilitate and stimulate forest-related networking and promote the dissemination 
of unbiased and policy-relevant information on forests and forestry. EFI has an office in 
Bonn. 

Location Bonn (Platz der Vereinten Nationen 7, 53113, Bonn); HQ in Joensuu, Finland 

Geographic scope International 

mailto:info@dy-pack.com
https://www.serong.de/en/home/
mailto:info@serong.de
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Thematic focus Forest research: Resilience and Governance 

Support to…  

Website https://efi.int/  

Contact https://efi.int/staff-
list?term_node_tid_depth=All&field_efi_location_target_id=87&title=  

BIO.NRW 

 

Description BIO.NRW is the Network of Biotechnology in North Rhine-Westphalia. BIO.NRW 
strengthens the position of Biotechnology in NRW. BIO.NRW is the catalyst for the 
sustainable development of the strengths of North Rhine-Westphalian biotechnology 
and bioeconomy from one central point. BIO.NRW is supported by the ministry of 
economics, innovation, digitalisation and energy of the federal state of North Rhine-
Westphalia (MWIDE). 

Location Düsseldorf (Merowingerplatz 1, D-40225 Düsseldorf) 

Geographic scope North Rhine-Westphalia 

Thematic focus Biotechnology 

Support to… Actors in the fields of bioeconomy, industrial biotechnology and red biotechnology 
(medical) 

Website https://bio.nrw.de/en/about-bio-nrw/  

Contact bio.nrw@bio.nrw.de; +49 (0)211 385 469 – 9200 

BioCampus Cologne 

 

Description BioCampus Cologne stands for innovation & technology in the heart of Europe. Start-
ups, medium-sized businesses and corporations from all over the world come together 
here to form a vital community. The BioCampus has sufficient space and an extensive 
network for interdisciplinary cooperation. 

Location Cologne (Nattermannallee 1, 50829 Cologne) 

Geographic scope International 

Thematic focus Exchange of information, technology and experience, for cooperation, joint projects and 
business opportunities.  

Support to… High-tech companies 

Website https://www.biocampuscologne.de/  

Contact info@biocampuscologne.de, +49 221 168 095 90 

https://efi.int/
https://efi.int/staff-list?term_node_tid_depth=All&field_efi_location_target_id=87&title=
https://efi.int/staff-list?term_node_tid_depth=All&field_efi_location_target_id=87&title=
https://bio.nrw.de/en/about-bio-nrw/
mailto:bio.nrw@bio.nrw.de
https://www.biocampuscologne.de/
mailto:info@biocampuscologne.de
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Forschungszentrum 
Jülich 

 

Description Forschungszentrum Jülich makes effective contributions to solving major societal 
challenges in the areas of information, energy and bioeconomy. 

Location Jülich (Wilhelm-Johnen-Strasse, 52428 Jülich) 

Geographic scope  

Thematic focus One of their research fields is sustainable bioeconomy. Research into a sustainable 
bioeconomy comprises work in biotechnology, plant research, and soil research 
(agrosphere). This work aims to support the transition from an oil-based to a bio-based 
economy and to contribute to the efforts to feed a growing global population. 

Support to…  

Website https://www.fz-juelich.de/portal/DE/Home/home_node.html  

https://www.fz-juelich.de/portal/EN/Research/bioeconomy/_node.html  

Contact info@fz-juelich.de; 02461 61-0  

Aachener Zentrum für 
Holzbauforschung 
(AZH) 

 

Description Research centre on building with wood, wooden building products, and wood products. 
The binding of CO2 in wood products makes a significant contribution to climate 
protection. 

Location Aachen (Postfach 100 560, 52005 Aachen) 

Geographic scope  

Thematic focus Wood construction 

Support to…  

Website https://www.fh-aachen.de/menschen/uibel/azh-aachener-zentrum-fuer-
holzbauforschung  

Contact +49.241.6009 0 

Bioeconomy Science 
Centre 

 

Description Provides research on biomass and bio-based products and processes. 

Location BioSC office (c / o Forschungszentrum Jülich, 52425 Jülich) 

Geographic scope North Rhine-Westphalia 

https://www.fz-juelich.de/portal/DE/Home/home_node.html
https://www.fz-juelich.de/portal/EN/Research/bioeconomy/_node.html
mailto:info@fz-juelich.de
https://www.fh-aachen.de/menschen/uibel/azh-aachener-zentrum-fuer-holzbauforschung
https://www.fh-aachen.de/menschen/uibel/azh-aachener-zentrum-fuer-holzbauforschung
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4. Bioeconomy education and training 

There is no dedicated university Bachelor’s or Master’s degree on the bioeconomy, although there are 
several degrees educating the bioeconomy entrepreneurs of tomorrow (studies in biotechnology, 
biology, agriculture, forestry, etc.). 

The universities in North Rhine-Westphalia currently educate 760,000 students and, with around 147,000 
employees, are among the largest employers in the state. Several of the NRW universities have 
programmes that will educate the bioeconomy entrepreneurs of the future. 

Thematic focus Biomass and bio-based products and processes 

Support to…  

Website https://www.biosc.de/bioeconomy_science_center_en  

Contact biosc@fz-juelich.de  

Center for 
Environmental 
Management, 
Resources and Energy 
(CURE) -Ruhr-
Universität Bochum 

 

Description The aim of the centre is, on the one hand, to bundle and coordinate the relevant 
teaching in Bachelor’s and Master’s courses under one roof. On the other hand, 
integrative research is carried out on the topics listed, i.e. from a business, economic 
and legal perspective. The aim is to set up a junior research group at CURE that, in 
conjunction with other faculties at the Ruhr University, is interdisciplinary and 
transdisciplinary and geared towards socio-ecological research. 

Location Ruhr University Bochum (Universitätsstrasse 150, 44801 Bochum) 

Geographic scope  

Thematic focus Environmental management, resources and energy 

Support to…  

Website http://www.wiwi.ruhr-uni-bochum.de/cure/index.html.de  

Contact cure-econ@rub.de; 02343221282 

RWTH Aachen 
University 

  

Description RWTH Aachen University has several of the classic Bachelor’s and Master’s studies that 
could contribute to bioeconomy. They also offer studies in wood technology. 

Location Aachen (Templergraben 55, 52062 Aachen) 

https://www.biosc.de/bioeconomy_science_center_en
mailto:biosc@fz-juelich.de
http://www.wiwi.ruhr-uni-bochum.de/cure/index.html.de
mailto:cure-econ@rub.de
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Thematic focus  

Website https://www.rwth-aachen.de/cms/~a/root/lidx/1/  

Contact +49 241 80 1; impressum@rwth-aachen.de  

FH Aachen - University 
of Applied Sciences 

 

Description FH Aachen provides studies relevant to the bioeconomy. 

Location Aachen (Postfach 100 560, 52005 Aachen) 

Thematic focus Applied Sciences 

Website https://www.fh-aachen.de/en/  

Contact +49.241.6009 0 

Bergische Universität 
Wuppertal 

 

Description The university was founded in 1972 in Wuppertal. In 2014-2015, approx. 20,000 
students were enrolled. The university counts 9 faculties with a wide range of subjects 
and many interdisciplinary linkages. 

Location Wuppertal (Gaußstraße 20, 42119 Wuppertal) 

Thematic focus  

Website https://www.uni-wuppertal.de/en/  

Contact +49 202 439-0; webmaster@uni-wuppertal.de  

Technical University of 
Ostwestfalen-Lippe (TH 
OWL) 

 

Description The Technical University of Ostwestfalen-Lippe is a state university of applied sciences 
in Ostwestfalen-Lippe in Lemgo. Additional campuses are in Detmold and Höxter. About 
6,600 students are enrolled in the university. For several years, the university has been 
one of the ten most research-intensive universities of applied sciences in Germany. 

Location Lemgo (Campusallee 12, 32657 Lemgo) 

Thematic focus Applied sciences and arts 

Website https://www.th-owl.de/en/  

https://www.rwth-aachen.de/cms/~a/root/lidx/1/
mailto:impressum@rwth-aachen.de
https://www.fh-aachen.de/en/
https://www.uni-wuppertal.de/en/
mailto:webmaster@uni-wuppertal.de
https://www.th-owl.de/en/
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Contact +49 5261 702 0; info@th-owl.de  

Ruhr-Universität 
Bochum 

 

Description Located in the middle of the dynamic Ruhr metropolitan region in the heart of Europe, 
the RUB with its 20 faculties is home to over 43,000 students from over 130 countries. 

Location Bochum (Universitätsstrasse 150, 44801 Bochum) 

Thematic focus  

Website https://www.ruhr-uni-bochum.de/en  

Contact 0234 32-201; webmaster@ruhr-uni-bochum.de  

Heinrich Heine 
Universität Düsseldorf 

 

Description Heinrich Heine University Düsseldorf is one of the younger universities in the state of 
North Rhine-Westphalia. Today, around 35,000 students find the best conditions for 
academic life on the modern campus. As a campus university where everything is close 
together, all buildings including the University Hospital and the specialised libraries are 
easily reachable. Their university departments enjoy an excellent reputation due to an 
exceptionally high number of collaborative research centres. Moreover, the state capital 
Düsseldorf provides an attractive environment with a high quality of life. 

Location Düsseldorf (Universitätsstr. 1, 40225 Düsseldorf) 

Thematic focus  

Website https://www.hhu.de/en/  

Contact +49 211 81-11 

Technische Universität 
Dortmund 

 

Description TU Dortmund University is a young university whose profile is characterised by the 
unique interaction between natural/engineering sciences and social sciences/cultural 
studies. For scientists, TU Dortmund University is an attractive location where top-class 
research is conducted. In teaching too, TU Dortmund University has a lot to offer: its 80 
Bachelor’s and Master’s degree programs form a convincing portfolio of innovative and 
interdisciplinary subjects. 

mailto:info@th-owl.de
https://www.ruhr-uni-bochum.de/en
mailto:webmaster@ruhr-uni-bochum.de
https://www.hhu.de/en/
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5. Public agencies supporting forest bioeconomy 

There are several public agencies that support businesses in North Rhine-Westphalia. Some are focused 
on (a segment of) bioeconomy, others on digitalisation and others are more general. 

 

Location Dortmund (August-Schmidt-Straße 1, 44227 Dortmund) 

Thematic focus Natural/engineering sciences and social sciences/cultural studies 

Website https://www.tu-dortmund.de/en/university/  

Contact +49 (0)231 / 755-1; barbara.schneider@tu-dortmund.de  

Bonn University 

 

Description Bonn is one of eleven German Universities of Excellence. They are known for research-
led study programs, the international flair of Bonn as Germany's city of the United 
Nations and as part of a dynamic science region in the heart of the liveable Rhineland. 
With around 35,000 students, 6,000 doctoral candidates, 550 professors and 6,000 
employees, they are one of the largest traditional research universities in Germany. 

Location Bonn (Regina-Pacis-Weg 3, 53113 Bonn) 

Thematic focus  

Website https://www.uni-bonn.de/?set_language=en  

Contact +49 (0)228 73-0 

Bauen mit holz.NRW 

 

Description The Bauen mit Holz.NRW platform supports the use of modern timber construction 
technologies in residential construction as well as in the field of municipal and public 
construction. The aim of the platform is to further intensify the collaboration and 
networking of architects and specialist planners, timber construction companies and 
public and private construction decision-makers. 

Location Forest and wood NRW (Albrecht-Thaer-Strasse 34, 48147 Münster) 

Geographic scope North Rhine-Westphalia 

Thematic focus Timber construction 

Support  

Website https://www.bauen-mit-holz.nrw/ 

Contact https://www.bauen-mit-holz.nrw/kontakt/  

https://www.tu-dortmund.de/en/university/
mailto:barbara.schneider@tu-dortmund.de
https://www.uni-bonn.de/?set_language=en
https://www.bauen-mit-holz.nrw/
https://www.bauen-mit-holz.nrw/kontakt/
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BioökonomieREVIER 

 

Description Networking and advising are their daily business. They want to bring different people 
together for the bioeconomy in the Rhineland. They work toward the spirit of a 
bioeconomic circular economy, in which the circles close and industries and processes 
come together that are not supposed to "fit together". 

Location Research Center Jülich GmbH (Wilhelm-Johnen-Strasse, 52428 Jülich) 

Geographic scope Rhineland 

Thematic focus Bioeconomy 

Support  

Website https://www.biooekonomierevier.de/start  

Contact ibg-2-secretary@fz-juelich.de  

NRW. 
Innovationspartner 

 

Description The NRW innovation partners support innovation and digitalisation projects. They 
provide competent advice in the planning, implementation and financing of innovation 
projects. 

Location NRW.BANK (Kavalleriestraße 22, 40213 Düsseldorf) 

Geographic scope North Rhine-Westphalia 

Thematic focus Innovation and digitalisation 

Support  

Website https://www.nrw-innovationspartner.de/  

Contact https://www.nrw-innovationspartner.de/kontakt/  

Mittelstand-Digital 

 

Description Mittelstand-Digital informs small and medium-sized enterprises about the opportunities 
and challenges of digitalisation. Mittelstand-Digital is represented locally by competence 
centres, practical examples and demonstration sites.  

Location Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy (Scharnhorststr. 34-37, 10115 Berlin) 

Geographic scope Germany 

https://www.biooekonomierevier.de/start
mailto:ibg-2-secretary@fz-juelich.de
https://www.nrw-innovationspartner.de/
https://www.nrw-innovationspartner.de/kontakt/
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Thematic focus Digitalisation 

Support SMEs 

Website https://www.mittelstand-digital.de  

Contact https://www.mittelstand-digital.de/MD/Navigation/DE/Service/Kontakt/kontakt.html  

ZENIT GmbH 

 

Description ZENIT is a public-private partnership with around 60 employees, and is the agency for 
innovation and European affairs of the German state of North Rhine-Westphalia. Zenit 
helps local organisations enter markets abroad and assists their foreign counterparts in 
NRW. 

Location Mülheim an der Ruhr (Bismarckstrasse 28, 45470 Mülheim an der Ruhr) 

Geographic scope North Rhine-Westphalia – International 

Thematic focus Innovation, internationalisation 

Support to… Medium-sized companies 

Website https://www.zenit.de/english/  

Contact 0208 30004-0; Contact form: https://www.zenit.de/kontakt/  

Digihub 

 

Description Digihub connects medium-sized businesses, start-ups, corporates, scientists and 
investors, and supports the development of new digital business models, products and 
solutions. 

Location Düsseldorf (Speditionstraße 15a, 40221 Düsseldorf) 

Geographic scope Rhineland 

Thematic focus Digitalisation 

Support  

Website https://en.digihub.de/  

Contact 0211/56 18 98 89; info@digihub.de  

Starter Center NRW 

 

https://www.mittelstand-digital.de/
https://www.mittelstand-digital.de/MD/Navigation/DE/Service/Kontakt/kontakt.html
https://www.zenit.de/english/
https://www.zenit.de/kontakt/
https://en.digihub.de/
mailto:info@digihub.de
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6. Accelerators and incubators 

There are many accelerator programmes and incubators active in North Rhine-Westphalia. The 
accelerators are a mix of private, government and university-related initiatives, but the majority have 
affiliations with universities. Many are generic, others focus on technology and BIOBoosteRR focusses on 
bioeconomy start-ups. Several of the accelerators are funded by the state of North Rhine-Westphalia. 

 

Description In all regions across North Rhine Westphalia, 75 Startercenters NRW provide advice and 
information on all issues concerning setting up a new business, to help entrepreneurs 
on their way to self-employment and company development. Startercenters NRW are 
supported by chambers of trade, chambers of industry, commerce, and local business 
development agencies. 

Location Ministry of Economy, Innovation, Digitalisation and Energy of the state of North Rhine-
Westphalia (Berger Allee 25, 40213 Düsseldorf); 75 startercenters. 

Geographic scope North Rhine-Westphalia 

Thematic focus Self-employment and company development 

Support  

Website https://www.startercenter.nrw/en  

Contact https://www.startercenter.nrw/de/startercenter/startercenter-nrw; (0211) 61772 0; 
poststelle@mwide.nrw.de  

STARTPLATZ 

 

Description STARTPLATZ is the meeting point for the Rhenish start-up scene and offers start-ups and 
companies the ecosystem for innovation. 

Location Cologne & Düsseldorf 

Geographic scope Rhineland 

Thematic focus Technology 

Funding  

Website https://www.startplatz.de/  

Contact accelerator@startplatz.de  

Accelerator 
BIOBoosteRR  

 

Description As part of BioBoosteRR, those interested in setting up a company in the field of 
bioeconomy are jointly supported by the BioökonomieREVIER coordination office and 
the management consultancy. 

https://www.startercenter.nrw/en
https://www.startercenter.nrw/de/startercenter/startercenter-nrw
mailto:poststelle@mwide.nrw.de
https://www.startplatz.de/
mailto:accelerator@startplatz.de
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Location Research Center Jülich GmbH (Wilhelm-Johnen-Strasse, 52428 Jülich) 

Geographic scope Rhineland 

Thematic focus Bioeconomy 

Funding  

Website https://www.biooekonomierevier.de/BioBoosteRR  

Contact Ingmar Stock (0172 6712527; ingmar.stock@compreneur.de); 
https://www.biooekonomierevier.de/mitmachen 

Exzellenz Start-up 
Center 

 

Description Exzellenz Start-up Center is an umbrella programme for six Universities in NRW. In order 
to strengthen the start-up culture, the Ministry of Economics, Innovation, Digitalisation 
and Energy of the state of North Rhine-Westphalia carried out the funding competition 
“Excellence Start-up Center NRW” in 2018. Using this mechanism, the state government 
would like to develop the research excellence existing at the universities into a 
foundation excellence. 

Location Düsseldorf (Berger Allee 25, 40213 Düsseldorf) 

Geographic scope North Rhine-Westphalia 

Thematic focus Six NRW universities: RWTH Aachen, Ruhr University Bochum, Technical University 
Dortmund, University of Cologne, Westphalian Wilhelms University of Münster, 
University of Paderborn 

Funding The six universities will receive a total of 150 million euros during the five-year funding 
phase (end: 2024) 

Website https://www.exzellenz-start-up-center.nrw/start  

Contact (0211) 61 772 0; poststelle@mwide.nrw.de  

Technische Hochschule 
Köln 

 

Description TH Köln supports start-ups and offers innovative, creative and goal-oriented founders 
individual support in the realisation of their project. TH Köln enables the acquisition of 
funding or the use of patents for the start-up project. 

Location Cologne (Claudiusstraße 1, 50678 Cologne) 

Geographic scope Technische Hochschule Köln 

Thematic focus  

https://www.biooekonomierevier.de/BioBoosteRR
mailto:ingmar.stock@compreneur.de
https://www.biooekonomierevier.de/mitmachen
https://www.exzellenz-start-up-center.nrw/start
mailto:poststelle@mwide.nrw.de
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Funding In order to facilitate the step toward founding a new business, there are some public 
funding pots that are intended to enable those willing to start a business to realise their 
scientific knowledge from the university in the private sector. Most of these projects are 
carried out as research projects at the university. The TH Köln's start-up service offers 
advice and support. 

Website https://www.th-koeln.de/forschung/gruendungen_719.php  

Contact gruendungsservice@th-koeln.de;  

RWTH Aachen: 
Collective incubator 

 

Description The Collective Incubator is the new entrepreneurship hub that spans 3,200 square 
meters. It will be frequented by over 1,000 students each day and form the lively core 
of the campus. Start-up support will be managed centrally there: teams will be able to 
access start-up advising and crucial resources from RWTH and its external partners. 

Each team will be offered the individual support it needs for its specific development. 
To make this possible, partners with proven expertise, such as Fraunhofer Venture or 
digitalHUB Aachen are involved in the consulting process. 

Location Aachen (Templergraben 55, 52062 Aachen) 

Geographic scope Students of RWTH Aachen 

Thematic focus  

Funding The Collective Incubator lies at the heart of the RWTH Excellence Start-Up Center, which 
receives funding from the Ministry of Economic Affairs of North Rhine-Westphalia. 

Website https://www.rwth-aachen.de/cms/root/Die-
RWTH/Profil/Gruenderhochschule/~dgtmx/Collective-Incubator/lidx/1/  

Contact collective-incubator@rwth-aachen.de  

EXIST 

 

Description The EXIST Business Start-up Grant is a nationwide program set up to fund early-stage 
start-ups from universities and other research institutes. The program provides funding 
for the development of an idea for a product/service, as well as the business plan, up 
until to company launch. 

Location Research Centre Jülich GmbH, Project Management Jülich, Office Berlin (Zimmerstraße 
26-27, 10923 Berlin) 

Geographic scope Germany 

https://www.th-koeln.de/forschung/gruendungen_719.php
mailto:gruendungsservice@th-koeln.de
https://www.rwth-aachen.de/cms/root/Die-RWTH/Profil/Gruenderhochschule/~dgtmx/Collective-Incubator/lidx/1/
https://www.rwth-aachen.de/cms/root/Die-RWTH/Profil/Gruenderhochschule/~dgtmx/Collective-Incubator/lidx/1/
mailto:collective-incubator@rwth-aachen.de
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Thematic focus Innovative technology-oriented start-up projects; innovative services offering 
substantial benefit for the client based on scientific findings indicative of a unique selling 
point on the market 

Funding The EXIST Business Start-up Grant is a support programme of the German Federal 
Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy and is co-financed by the European Social Fund. 

Website https://www.exist.de/EN/Programme/EXIST-Business-Start-up-Grant/content.html  

Contact +49 (0)30 20199-411; ptj-exist-gruenderstipendium@fz-juelich.de  

Center for 
Entrepreneurship 
Düsseldorf (CE-DUS) 

 

Description The Centre for Entrepreneurship Düsseldorf (CE-DUS) is the central facility of the HHU 
(Henrich Heine University) for all questions concerning self-employment and setting up 
a business, and bundles all activities in the area of entrepreneurship support.  

Location Düsseldorf (Universitätsstraße 1, 40225 Düsseldorf) 

Geographic scope HHU students 

Thematic focus  

Funding Sponsored by the state of North Rhine-Westphalia. Funding is provided by the Ministry 
of Economics, Innovation, Digitalisation and Energy. 

Website https://www.cedus.hhu.de/en/  

Contact Ingo.stefes@hhu.de; +49 211 81-11644  

It’s OWL 

 

Description In the technology network, it's OWL - Intelligent Technical Systems OstWestfalen-Lippe, 
around 200 companies, research institutes and organisations join forces to develop 
solutions for the digital transformation of SMEs. 

Location Paderborn (Zukunftsmeile 1, 33102 Paderborn) 

Geographic scope OstWestfalen-Lippe 

Thematic focus Digitalisation 

Funding With support of the state of North Rhine-Westphalia, projects worth EUR 100 million 
will be implemented between 2018 and 2023. 

Website https://www.its-owl.com/home/  

Contact +49 5251 5465275; info@its-owl.de  

https://www.exist.de/EN/Programme/EXIST-Business-Startup-Grant/content.html
mailto:ptj-exist-gruenderstipendium@fz-juelich.de
https://www.cedus.hhu.de/en/
mailto:Ingo.stefes@hhu.de
https://www.its-owl.com/home/
mailto:info@its-owl.de
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Startercenter NRW 

 

Description In all regions across North Rhine Westphalia, 75 Startercenters NRW provide advice and 
information on all issues concerning setting up a new business, to help entrepreneurs 
on their way to self-employment and company development. Startercenters NRW are 
supported by chambers of trade, chambers of industry, commerce, and local business 
development agencies.  

Location Ministry of Economy, Innovation, Digitalisation and Energy of the state of North Rhine-
Westphalia (Berger Allee 25, 40213 Düsseldorf); 75 startercenters. 

Geographic scope North Rhine-Westphalia 

Thematic focus Entrepreneurship 

Funding  

Website https://www.startercenter.nrw/en  

Contact https://www.startercenter.nrw/de/startercenter/startercenter-nrw; (0211) 61772 0; 
poststelle@mwide.nrw.de  

Start-up Innovation 
laboratories NRW 

 

Description In order to mobilise and bundle the resources available in a region to support the often 
critical early-growth phase of young start-ups, the state of North Rhine-Westphalia 
supports regionally coordinated networks: the NRW innovation laboratories. The 
following projects are funded: Future Champions Accelerator Rhine-Ruhr, Münsterland 
innovation laboratory, Innovationslabor Ostwestfalen-Lippe, Start-up.InnoLab - 
Westphalian Ruhr area, Start-up innovation laboratory South Westphalia. 

Location Ministry of Economics, Innovation, Digitalisation and Energy of the state of North Rhine-
Westphalia (Berger Allee 25, 40213 Düsseldorf) 

Geographic scope North Rhine-Westphalia 

Thematic focus  

Funding In total, the state will provide around 4.3 million euros from state and ERDF funds by the 
end of 2020. 

Website https://www.wirtschaft.nrw/start-innovationslabore-nrw  

Contact (0211) 61772 0; poststelle@mwide.nrw.de  

CO:FORWARD 
(Incubator at 
Technologiepark 
Herzogenrath (TPH)) 

 

https://www.startercenter.nrw/en
https://www.startercenter.nrw/de/startercenter/startercenter-nrw
mailto:poststelle@mwide.nrw.de
https://www.wirtschaft.nrw/start-innovationslabore-nrw
mailto:poststelle@mwide.nrw.de
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Description A large network in the broad business world is the be-all and end-all. In particular, 
founders and start-ups have access to inexpensive one-office solutions as part of the CO: 
FORWARD project. This offer is supplemented with general areas that can be used for 
networking, among other things. 

Location Technologie-Park Herzogenrath GmbH, TPH I, 2nd floor (Kaiserstraße 100, 52134 
Herzogenrath) 

Geographic scope Technology park 

Thematic focus  

Funding  

Website https://www.tph.de/coforward-gemeinsam-durchstarten  

Contact info@tph.de; +49 (0) 2407 9583-0 

Future Champions 
Accelerator Rhein-Ruhr 

 

Description The Future Champions Accelerator is a sustainable and cross-regional qualification 
program for technology and knowledge-based start-ups from the Rhine-Ruhr area. In 
this program, we combine the expertise and networks of universities with those of 
industry and business and make this asset available to the start-ups we support. 
Innovative founding teams with scientific, technical and socio-political concepts can 
apply to us. In contrast to common accelerator programs, there is no industry focus with 
this Accelerator. The founding teams should, however, have a connection to the 
universities and the region and be in an early phase. 

Location University of Duisburg-Essen (Bismarckstr. 90, Building BC, room 110, 47057 Duisburg-
Neudorf) & GATEWAY start-up service of the University of Cologne (Vitalisstrasse 67, 
50827 Cologne) 

Geographic scope Rhine-Ruhr area 

Thematic focus Social, technology and knowledge-based start-ups 

Funding  

Website https://www.rhein-ruhr-accelerator.de/?page_id=34  

Contact dieter.welfonder@uni-due.de; f.lindner@verw.uni-koeln.de  

Alpha accelerator 

 

https://www.tph.de/coforward-gemeinsam-durchstarten
mailto:info@tph.de
https://www.rhein-ruhr-accelerator.de/?page_id=34
mailto:dieter.welfonder@uni-due.de
mailto:f.lindner@verw.uni-koeln.de
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Description Alpha accelerator by Digitalhub.de provides several benefits such as €12.000 startup 
grant per founder, support from professional coaches, introduction to investors, etc.. 

Location Bonn (Rheinwerkallee 6, 53227 Bonn) 

Geographic scope  

Thematic focus  

Funding € 12.000 per founder NRW Gründerstipendium, a grant for startups and if possibility for 
a six-figure follow-up financing. The NRW Gründerstipendium gives you the opportunity 
to get your innovative business idea started and to enter the start-up scene in your 
region. Support is provided in the form of a monthly grant of 1,000 euros for a maximum 
of one year to facilitate your start in the world of entrepreneurs. In addition, you will 
have the opportunity to exchange ideas in start-up networks and be accompanied by 
individual coaching. 

Website https://www.digitalhub.de/en/accelerator-2/  

Contact simon.hecht@digitalhub.de; hello@digitalhub.de; +49 228 43342602; +49 228 4334 
2600 

xdeck 

 

Description Xdeck claims to be an accelerator from founders for founders, there are real 
entrepreneurs around and the acceleration package is tailored to the startup’s needs. 
Xdeck does not take equity or fees. 

Location Cologne (Vitalisstraße 67, 50827 Cologne) 

Geographic scope Europe 

Thematic focus Early-stage tech startups, preferably with a focus on B2B customers 

Funding  

Website https://www.xdeck.de/  

Contact hello@xdeck.de  

Founders Foundation 
Accelerator 

 

Description They train founders in the hearth of the German “Mittelstand”. In the Founders 
Foundation Accelerator, B2B Tech founder teams get support for the successful market 
implementation of their business idea. As a non-profit organization, the core is a success- 
and impactful cultivation of tomorrow’s founders. They do not take any shares in the 
companies. 

https://www.digitalhub.de/en/accelerator-2/
mailto:simon.hecht@digitalhub.de
mailto:hello@digitalhub.de
https://www.xdeck.de/
mailto:hello@xdeck.de
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Location Bielefeld (Obernstrasse 50, 33602 Bielefeld) 

Geographic scope Ostwestfalen-Lippe 

Thematic focus Digital 

Funding  

Website https://foundersfoundation.de/en/startup-founders/accelerator/  

Contact info@foundersfoundation.de  

DOaccelerate 

 

Description DOaccelerate is a compact digital program with a condensed runtime of only one week 
especially for companies from Dortmund and the region. In order to boost innovation, 
their mission is to connect established companies in and around Dortmund with first 
class startups from all over the world. 

Location Dortmund (Grüne Straße 2 – 8, 44147 Dortmund) 

Geographic scope Connecting companies from Dortmund and the region with startups from all over the 
world. 

Thematic focus Innovative technology solutions with focus on Artificial Intelligence, Machine Learning, 
IoT or Date Analytics. 

Funding  

Website https://doaccelerate.de/  

Contact info@wirtschaftsfoerderung-dortmund.de; +49 (0)231 – 50 2 20 56  

DataHub Ruhr by 
Gründerallianz Ruhr 

 

Description The DataHub Ruhr is a business building program that brings startups together with 
established companies from the Ruhr area. The task is to solve the use cases of our 
partner companies with innovative, data-driven ideas. In a three-month cooperation 
period, a proof of concept will be created, which will be remunerated with up to € 
20,000. 

Location  

Geographic scope Ruhr area 

Thematic focus Data 

Funding Receive up to € 20,000 for the creation of a proof of concept - without giving up equity. 

https://foundersfoundation.de/en/startup-founders/accelerator/
mailto:info@foundersfoundation.de
https://doaccelerate.de/
mailto:info@wirtschaftsfoerderung-dortmund.de
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7. Investors and venture capitalist companies 

In accordance with the lack of private investors in Germany mentioned in NRW’s Innovation profile (see 
Introduction), not many private investors were identified in North-Rhine Westphalia. 

 

NRW.BANK 

 

Description NRW.BANK is the promotional bank of North Rhine-Westphalia. Its mission is to support 
its owner – the state of North Rhine-Westphalia – in the completion of its structural and 
economic policy tasks. They have several initiatives.  

The win Business Angels Initiative of NRW.BANK takes care of bringing business angels 
and innovative growth companies together in order to broker private investments. 

Through the Seed Fund Initiative (information in German only) NRW.BANK is currently 
supporting the early phase of technology-oriented companies through eleven regional 
seed funds. Companies that are no older than 18 months are eligible for funding. The 
investment volume per company is usually up to 500,000 euros in the first step and up 
to 1.5 million euros over several financing rounds. 

With NRW.SeedCap, financing from business angels is doubled. NRW.BANK participates 
with up to 200,000 euros – under the same conditions as the business angel offers. 

Location Düsseldorf (Kavalleriestraße 22, 40213 Düsseldorf) 

Geographic scope North Rhine-Westphalia 

Thematic focus  

Investment  

Website https://www.nrwbank.com/en/index.html  

Website https://www.gruenderallianz.ruhr/de/datahub-startups  

Contact felix@gruenderallianz.ruhr;  info@gruenderallianz.ruhr  

Neoteq 

 

Description Neoteq ventures is an early-stage venture capital firm. 

Location Cologne 

Geographic scope Throughout Germany with a specific focus on the Rhineland 

Thematic focus Technology and digitalisation 

Investment  

Website https://www.neoteq.de/  

Contact Contact form: https://www.neoteq.de/pitchdeck/  

https://www.nrwbank.com/en/index.html
https://www.gruenderallianz.ruhr/de/datahub-startups
mailto:felix@gruenderallianz.ruhr
mailto:info@gruenderallianz.ruhr
https://www.neoteq.de/
https://www.neoteq.de/pitchdeck/
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https://www.nrwbank.de/de/foerderlotse-produkte/NRWStart-up-
akut/16008/nrwbankproduktdetail.html  

Contact 0 211 91741-4800; info@nrwbank.de  

 

 

eVisions GmbH 

 

Description EVisions GmbH supports founders in setting up their company. They are an investment 
company that finances start-ups in the digital economy. 

Location Kempen (Wiesenstr. 2, 47906 Kempen) 

Geographic scope  

Thematic focus Digital economy 

Investment  

Website http://www.evisions.de/  

Contact 0173-28 71 303; info@evisions.de  

8. Start-ups and tech SMEs 

There are many start-ups and tech SMEs in North Rhine-Westphalia that function in the biomedical and 
biopharmacy market segments. However, the start-ups and tech SMEs in these market segments are not 
included in this list, which aims at capturing innovation in the forest bioeconomy. Nevertheless, many of 
the forest bioeconomy start-ups and tech SMEs in NRW also operate in the field of biotechnology. These 
are the biotech start-ups based on lignocellulose raw materials, several of which also produce bioplastics.  

Business Angel Circle 
(powered by BIO.NRW) 

 

Description The BIO.NRW Business Angel Network supports innovative life science start-ups directly 
at university, promising young companies, as well as international biotech/life science 
companies that intend to settle in NRW. Besides financing founders, BIO.NRW Business 
Angels also provides support in the subsequent financing of established companies that 
are looking to take the next step in their development. 

Location Düsseldorf (Merowingerplatz 1, D-40225 Düsseldorf) 

Geographic scope North Rhine-Westphalia 

Thematic focus Biotechnology 

Investment  

Website https://bio.nrw.de/start-ups-und-finanzierung/  

Contact Dr. Bernward Garthoff (0211-385 469-9200; garthoff@bioclustermanagement.de) 

https://www.nrwbank.de/de/foerderlotse-produkte/NRWStart-up-akut/16008/nrwbankproduktdetail.html
https://www.nrwbank.de/de/foerderlotse-produkte/NRWStart-up-akut/16008/nrwbankproduktdetail.html
mailto:info@nrwbank.de
http://www.evisions.de/
mailto:info@evisions.de
https://bio.nrw.de/startups-und-finanzierung/
mailto:garthoff@bioclustermanagement.de
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Further, some start-ups and tech SMEs in the wood processing and clothing market segments were 
identified. NRW is also rich in agri-food start-ups, but they are not included here, because the focus of 
this profile is on the forest bioeconomy. 

8.1 Forest bioeconomy companies 

 

 

Wijld 

 

Market segment Clothing 

Description Wijld produces clothing made from wood – environmentally friendly, locally made and 
fairly manufactured. 

Moebelmatch 

 

Market segment Wood products, wood processing 

Description Moebelmatch is a webshop where artisans from all over Germany can offer their high-
quality, hand-made and self-designed furniture and home accessories. 

Location Cologne (Im Mediapark 5, 50670 Cologne) 

Accelerator(s) Startplatz 

Investor(s)  

Website https://moebelmatch.de/  

Contact 0221/99558189; TEAM@MOEBELMATCH.DE  

Wall4all 

 

Market segment Wood construction, wood products 

Description WALL4ALL provides their clients with prefabricated wall systems for interior 
construction. It is easy to order, quick to assemble and prefabricated individually for your 
project. 

Location Heiden (Industriestrasse 14, 46359 Heiden) 

Accelerator(s)  

Investor(s)  

Website https://wall4all.com/  

Contact 02867/9739 – 3500; info@brueninghoff-holz.de  

https://moebelmatch.de/
mailto:TEAM@MOEBELMATCH.DE
https://wall4all.com/
mailto:info@brueninghoff-holz.de
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Location Wuppertal (Wilhelm-Muthmann-Str. 11, 42329 Wuppertal) 

Accelerator(s)  

Investor(s)  

Website https://www.wijld.com/  

Contact +49 (0) 202/373 292 70; hello@wijld.com  

 

Kerbholz 

 

Market segment Wood products 

Description Kerbholz sells high-value wood products like clocks, sunglasses and jewellery. 

Location Cologne (Wilhelm-Mauser-Strasse 14-16, 50827 Cologne) 

Accelerator(s)  

Investor(s)  

Website https://kerbholz.com/  

Contact Contact form: https://kerbholz.com/pages/hilfe  

 

 

 

Jürgens 
Holzbearbeitung GmbH 

 

Market segment Sawmill 

Description Jürgens Holzbearbeitung GmbH is a chipping plant for the production of sawn timber for 
the construction and packaging industry. The company processes the wood species 
spruce, pine, larch and Douglas fir. In addition, the company operates a wood chip 
heating system to which 20 houses are connected. 

Location Kirchhundem-Marmecke (In the Schlah 45, 57399 Kirchhundem-Marmecke) 

Investor(s)  

Website http://www.juergensholz.de/  

Contact info@juergensholz.de; +49 2723 97680 

BIO-FED 

 

https://www.wijld.com/
mailto:hello@wijld.com
https://kerbholz.com/
https://kerbholz.com/pages/hilfe
http://www.juergensholz.de/
mailto:info@juergensholz.de
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Market segment Biotechnology, advanced materials 

Description BIO-FED develops and markets biodegradable and/or bio-based plastics under the brand 
name M · VERA®. The company belongs to the Feddersen Group 
(www.kdfeddersen.com). BIO-FED is a specialist in innovative and application-oriented 
biopolymer compounds. Depending on the requirement profile, these compounds are 
wholly or partially made from renewable raw materials, are biodegradable in various 
environments or are suitable for permanent use. 

Location Cologne (BioCampus Cologne, Nattermannallee 1, 50829 Cologne) 

Accelerator(s)  

Investor(s)  

Website https://bio-fed.com/  

Contact +49 221 8888 94-00; info@bio-fed.com  

Blucon 

 

Market segment Biotechnology, advanced materials 

Description Blucon produces commercially viable biobased and biodegradable plastic. 

Location Cologne (Biocampus Cologne, Nattermannallee 1, 50829 Cologne, Germany) 

Accelerator(s)  

Investor(s)  

Website https://blucon-biotech.com/  

Contact blucon@blucon-biotech.com  

DIREVO Industrial 
Biotechnology GmbH 

 

Market segment Biotechnology 

Description Direvo Industrial Biotechnology GmbH is a company in the field of industrial 
biotechnology. The focus of business activity is on the development of products and 
processes for the industrial use of biomass. Direvo identifies unused potential in 
processes, develops targeted biotechnological solutions and implements them in 
cooperation with partner companies. 

Location Cologne (Biocampus Cologne: Nattermannallee 1, 50829 Cologne) 

Accelerator(s)  

Investor(s)  

Website https://www.biocampuscologne.de/unternehmen/direvo/ 

http://www.kdfeddersen.com/
https://bio-fed.com/
mailto:info@bio-fed.com
https://blucon-biotech.com/
mailto:blucon@blucon-biotech.com
https://www.biocampuscologne.de/unternehmen/direvo/
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8.2 Companies with links to forest bioeconomy 

www.direvo.com 

Contact info@direvo.com  

Phytowelt Green-
Technologies GmbH 

 

Market segment Biotechnology 

Description Phytowelt GreenTechnologies GmbH is an international company in the field of 
industrial and plant biotechnology with products and services: in particular for the 
economic use of plant ingredients (platform technology: phytomining) for flavors, food 
supplements, cosmetics and active ingredients. In addition, through customer orders 
and research projects, a broad knowledge of electrofusion and regeneration of plant 
protoplasts, as well as double haploids for GM-free accelerated plant breeding, has been 
built up over the last 20 years. 

Location HQ Nettetal (Kölsumer Weg 33, D-41334 Nettetal); Development & Production Cologne 
(Stöckheimer Weg 1, D-50829 Köln) 

Accelerator(s)  

Investor(s)  

Website http://www.phytowelt.com/en/  

Contact +49 2162 77859; contact@phytowelt.com  

Biofabrik 

 

Market segment Biotechnology, advanced materials 

Description The Biofabrik develops revolutionary technologies to solve critical environmental 
problems sustainably. Biofabrik – The Green Refinery uses biomass to produce 
biodegradable plastic, biological fertiliser and animal feed. 

Location Dresden (Rossendorfer Ring 6, 01328 Dresden) 

Accelerator(s)  

Investor(s)  

Website https://biofabrik.com/  

Contact  +49 (0) 351 31 62 8888; info@biofabrik.com  

http://www.direvo.com/
mailto:info@direvo.com
http://www.phytowelt.com/en/
mailto:contact@phytowelt.com
https://biofabrik.com/
mailto:info@biofabrik.com
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9. Events 

9.1 Bioeconomy events 

Interesting bioeconomy events for actors in North Rhine-Westphalia are listed. 

ProMaterial GmbH 

 

Market segment Construction 

Description ProMaterial is the new technology network specialised in the online distribution of 
construction products. Its high-performance distribution solution enables 
manufacturers and distributors to present and efficiently sell construction materials and 
products with excellent data quality via various channels on the Internet. 

Location Düsseldorf (Burghofstrasse 40, 40223 Düsseldorf) 

Accelerator(s)  

Investor(s)  

Website https://www.promaterial.com/  

Contact +49 (0) 211 933 01 – 83; info@promaterial.com  

Wertewandel GmbH 

 

Market segment  

Description Wertewandel is a bonus program that starts where established programs stop. Ordinary 
bonus programs do not value sustainability, while Wertewandel rewards the purchase 
of sustainable and fair-trade products. 

Location Bonn (Fraunhoferstr. 8, 53121 Bonn) 

Accelerator(s)  

Investor(s)  

Website https://www.wertewandel.de/  

Contact 022836037192; post@wertewandel.de  

LIGNA 

 

Description LIGNA is the world’s leading trade fair for woodworking and wood processing plants, 
machinery and tools. The event has 1,500 exhibitors and >90,000 visitors. LIGNA is not 

https://www.promaterial.com/
mailto:info@promaterial.com
https://www.wertewandel.de/
mailto:post@wertewandel.de
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Forum Holzbau Urban 
Köln 

 

Description Forum Holzbau Urban Köln is a forum on efficient construction with wood in urban areas. 

Location Cologne 

Geographic scope  

Theme Wood construction in urban areas 

Website https://www.forumholzbau.com/EBH/index.php  

Contact https://www.forumholzbau.com/EBH/Kontakt.php  

 

Dach + Holz Köln 

 

Description DACH + HOLZ International is a meeting place for the national and international roofing 
and timber construction industry. All topics and products relating to construction make 
the trade fair a highly regarded platform for all players in the industry, from carpenters, 
roofers and plumbers to architects and the real estate industry.  

Location Cologne (Messeplatz 1 Mülheim, 50679 Köln) 

Geographic scope International 

Theme Timber construction and roofing 

Website https://www.dach-holz.com/  

Contact kontakt@ghm.de  

 

imm cologne 

 

only the place to discover innovations, close deals and build networks: in addition to its 
exhibitions, the fair has numerous special formats to offer for the entire spectrum of the 
woodworking and wood processing industry. 

Location Hannover 

Geographic scope International 

Theme Wood industry 

Website https://www.ligna.de/en/  

Contact Contact form: https://www.ligna.de/en/application/forms/contact-general/  

https://www.forumholzbau.com/EBH/index.php
https://www.forumholzbau.com/EBH/Kontakt.php
https://www.dach-holz.com/
mailto:kontakt@ghm.de
https://www.ligna.de/en/
https://www.ligna.de/en/application/forms/contact-general/
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Description imm cologne is an event for the interior design industry, including furniture, which 
involves exhibitions, presentations, and business networking opportunities.  

Location Cologne 

Geographic scope  

Theme Interior and furniture 

Website https://www.imm-cologne.com/  

Contact Project management: Muriel Détrie, Project Assistant, detrie@koelnmesse.de, +49 221 
821-2089 

 

URBAN MINING 
Kongress 

 

Description Valuable raw materials are stored in and under our cities. Since global resources have 
become scarcer, urban mining has become more and more important. Research 
institutes and companies all over the world develop innovative solutions for the recovery 
of valuable materials. At the URBAN MINING Congress, experts and visitors come 
together every year for a Europe-wide industry event. 

Location Dortmund 

Geographic scope Europe 

Theme Raw material recycling 

Website https://urban-mining-kongress.de/index.php?id=189  

Contact +49 201 7200433; contact@urban-mining-verein.de  

10. Forest- or innovation-related information sources 

Several information sources about entrepreneurship in NRW are provided, with some focus placed on 
sustainable entrepreneurship. These sources serve to provide relevant information to NRW 
entrepreneurs and to promote NRW start-ups and tech SMEs. 

NRW.Global Business 

 

Description The state-owned foreign trade promotion agency NRW.Global Business is the partner 
for all companies when it comes to investment projects and settling in North Rhine-
Westphalia, developing growth markets and networking with international business 
partners. 

Location Düsseldorf (Völklinger Str. 4, 40219 Düsseldorf) 

Geographic scope North Rhine-Westphalia 

Theme Investment, settlement 

https://www.imm-cologne.com/
mailto:detrie@koelnmesse.de
https://urban-mining-kongress.de/index.php?id=189
mailto:contact@urban-mining-verein.de
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Ministry for 
Environment, 
Agriculture, 
Conservation and 
Consumer Protection of 
the state of North 
Rhine-Westphalia 
(MULNV) 

 

Description The Ministry for Environment, Agriculture, Conservation and Consumer Protection 
provides compliance assistance and initiates and supports volunteer activities in North 
Rhine-Westphalia, for example in the areas of eco-efficiency, conservation and 
consumer advice. 

Location Düsseldorf (Schwannstrasse 3, 40476 Düsseldorf) 

Geographic scope North Rhine-Westphalia 

Theme  

Website https://www.umwelt.nrw.de/english  

Contact international@mulnv.nrw.de  

 

Waldinfo.NRW 

 

Description The Internet portal Waldinfo.NRW, supported by the above-described MULNV, offers 
comprehensive public information on the forests in North Rhine-Westphalia, their 
diverse functions and their sustainable management. The platform offers several digital 
maps: from forest cover and forest ecology to forest management and forest nature 
conservation to recreational use, hazard prevention and forest management. The 
information provided is intended to support forest ownership in adapting forest 
management to climate change. 

Location Düsseldorf (Schwannstrasse 3, 40476 Düsseldorf) 

Geographic scope North Rhine-Westphalia 

Theme Digital maps for forest information and climate adaptation. 

Website https://www.waldinfo.nrw.de/index.html  

Contact waldinfo@mulnv.nrw.de  

 

Website https://www.nrwinvest.com/en/home/  

Contact +49 211 13000-0; nrw@nrwglobalbusiness.com  

https://www.umwelt.nrw.de/english
mailto:international@mulnv.nrw.de
https://www.waldinfo.nrw.de/index.html
mailto:waldinfo@mulnv.nrw.de
https://www.nrwinvest.com/en/home/
mailto:nrw@nrwglobalbusiness.com
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Start-up Safari 

 

Description Start-up Safari Rhineland is taking place in the scope of PIRATE Live, an all-remote event 
platform, uniting the regional and global start-up ecosystem. Join them from the 
comfort of your home for behind-the-scenes office tours, founder insight sessions and 
interactive meetups. 

Location Cologne (PIRATEx GmbH, Im Mediapark 5, c/o STARTPLATZ, 50670 Köln) 

Geographic scope Rhineland, but Start-up Safari is global 

Theme  

Website http://rhineland.start-upsafari.com/  

Contact +49(0)221/97589271; info@pirate.global  

  

NRW start-ups 

 

Description NRW Start-ups is a contact point for start-ups from NRW. NRW Start-ups is a non-profit 
project and thrives solely from the commitment and contributions of the community. 

Location  

Geographic scope North Rhine-Westphalia 

Theme Start-ups 

Website https://nrw-start-ups.de/  

Contact Contact form: https://nrw-start-ups.de/kontakt/; info@nrw-start-ups.de  

 

LIFEVERDE.de 

 

Description LifeVERDE.de is the green online magazine for the German-speaking area. Their vision is 
to help shape “green” change by making all green players on the Internet transparent 
and easy to find through LifeVERDE. Innovative and well thought-out products and 
services from responsible companies should be presented to the consumer, and 
LifeVERDE provides this necessary platform. 

Location Berlin (Gormannstraße 14, 10119 Berlin) 

Geographic scope German speaking countries 

Theme Sustainability 

Website https://www.lifeverde.de/  

Contact kontakt@lifeverde.de; 0221 - 647 96 717 

 

http://rhineland.startupsafari.com/
mailto:info@pirate.global
https://nrw-startups.de/
https://nrw-startups.de/kontakt/
mailto:info@nrw-startups.de
https://www.lifeverde.de/
mailto:kontakt@lifeverde.de
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Grüne Start-ups 

 

Description Grüne Start-ups is the platform for start-ups on the topics of sustainability and green 
innovations. It is situated in Cologne and Berlin. 

Location Cologne (Hülchrather Straße 6, 50760 Cologne) 

Geographic scope Germany 

Theme Green start-ups 

Website https://gruene-start-ups.de/  

Contact +49 221-25 97 68 17; team@gruene-start-ups.de  

Bauen mit holz.NRW 

 

Description The Bauen mit Holz.NRW platform supports the use of modern timber construction 
technologies in residential construction, as well as in the field of municipal and public 
construction. The aim of the platform is to further intensify the collaboration and 
networking of architects and specialist planners, timber construction companies and 
public and private construction decision-makers. 

Location Forest and wood NRW (Albrecht-Thaer-Strasse 34, 48147 Münster) 

Geographic scope North Rhine-Westphalia 

Theme Timber construction 

Website https://www.bauen-mit-holz.nrw/ 

Contact https://www.bauen-mit-holz.nrw/kontakt/  

Hochschulnetzwerk 
NRW Spin-offs 

 

Description Time and again, graduates or employees of the universities of applied sciences in North 
Rhine-Westphalia decide on the path to self-employment. They develop their projects 
further in different structures or bring them to market maturity. The technologies, 
products, procedures and processes of the established companies are as diverse as the 
research focuses of the universities. Information about these start-ups and spin-offs can 
be found on the Hochschulnetzwerk NRW Spin-offs website. 

Location Cologne (Ubierring 40, 50678 Cologne) 

Geographic scope North Rhine-Westphalia 

Theme Spin-offs 

https://gruene-startups.de/
mailto:team@gruene-startups.de
https://www.bauen-mit-holz.nrw/
https://www.bauen-mit-holz.nrw/kontakt/
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Website https://www.hn-nrw.de/forschung/ausgruendungen/  

Contact +49 (0) 221 8275 3187; info@hn-nrw.de  

Zukunftswerkstatt  

Description Zukunftswerkstatt is an innovation platform. Start-ups and young companies in the 
wood and forestry sectors provide smart technologies, projects and business models. 

Location  

Geographic scope  

Theme Wood and forestry sector 

Website https://saegewerkskongress.de/zukunftswerkstatt  

https://www.charta-fuer-holz.de/aktuelles/die-zukunftswerkstatt-innovationen-und-
technologien-fuer-morgen  

Contact info@saegeindustrie.de;  

PROVendis GmbH 
(Patent-scouting und –
verwertung) 

 

Description PROvendis is one of the largest European service providers in the field of technology 
transfer and IP management. PROvendis is a subsidiary of 28 universities in North Rhine-
Westphalia and works for universities, university hospitals, research institutions, 
companies and start-ups. 

Location Mülheim an der Ruhr (Schloßstr. 11 – 15,  45468 Mülheim an der Ruhr) 

Geographic scope Europe 

Thematic focus Intellectual property 

Funding  

Website https://provendis.info/en/  

Contact +49 208 941050; kontakt@provendis.info  

https://www.hn-nrw.de/forschung/ausgruendungen/
mailto:info@hn-nrw.de
https://saegewerkskongress.de/zukunftswerkstatt
https://www.charta-fuer-holz.de/aktuelles/die-zukunftswerkstatt-innovationen-und-technologien-fuer-morgen
https://www.charta-fuer-holz.de/aktuelles/die-zukunftswerkstatt-innovationen-und-technologien-fuer-morgen
mailto:info@saegeindustrie.de
https://provendis.info/en/
mailto:kontakt@provendis.info
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A1. Objectives and methodology 

A1.1. Aim 

This regional profile aims at providing a summarised economical portrait of North Rhine-Westphalia that 
would be of interest for international forest bioeconomy actors (Introduction chapter), and at capturing 
the current actors in the North Rhine-Westphalian forest bioeconomy ecosystem (Meet the actors 
chapter). Information on North Rhine-Westphalian clusters, leading companies, research and 
technological centres, bioeconomy education and training, public agencies, accelerators, investors, start-
ups, events and information sources is provided. This information can be used to assess the focus of the 
North Rhine-Westphalian bioeconomy sector and to identify opportunities. The sections on accelerators 
and investors can provide useful information to start-ups and tech SMEs in the forest bioeconomy sector 
of NRW. 

A1.2. Methodology 

Although the Bioregions Facility focusses on the forest bioeconomy, it is in the interest of the readers to 
have a broader scope and discover key figures of other sectors of the bioeconomy. When introducing the 
region, a general portrait of the regional economic activities and R&D specificities is presented. At the 
Bioregions Facility, we understand the bioeconomy not as a new, separate economic sector, but as a 
“biologisation” of existing economic activities and industrial sectors. In consequence, it is of crucial 
importance to know them, because they are the actors that could embrace the bioeconomy. 

Currently, mainly actors – companies, clusters, research and technological centres, accelerators, 
investors, events, etc.) – located inside North Rhine-Westphalia are included. In the future, it might be 
interesting to include more actors that are not located in the region, but which have North Rhine-
Westphalia as a part of their geographic field of work. 

The actors presented in the Meet the actors chapter are grouped in ten categories. The first one 
presented is industrial clusters. The second category is leading companies. The following categories are 
research & technological centres, bioeconomy education and training, public agencies supporting forest 
bioeconomy, accelerators, investors, start-ups & tech SMEs, events and information sources.  

In the category on start-ups and tech SMEs, we considered that a company is relevant when the company 
is related to or has a potential application in the forest bioeconomy. All the identified companies that 
correspond to this requirement were subsequently divided into three sub-categories: Forest bioeconomy 
companies, Companies with links to forest bioeconomy and Companies with future potential in forest 
bioeconomy. The decision tree supporting this classification can be found in Figure 7. If the company’s 
current focus is on forest bioeconomy, it is included in Forest bioeconomy companies. If the company has 
a certain product or service which is currently being applied to the forest bioeconomy, it can be found 
under Companies with links to forest bioeconomy. If the company is currently not active in the forest 
bioeconomy, but it has a product or service with the future potential to be implemented in forest 
bioeconomy, then the company is included in Companies with future potential in forest bioeconomy.  
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Figure 7: Decision tree to classify companies 

Within all actor categories, actors can be found that are not only focused on the bioeconomy. We aimed 
to include the most relevant actors that can support leading companies, start-ups and tech SMEs that 
have the bioeconomy as part of their business model. Therefore, within categories such as accelerators, 
investors, events and information sources, we also included actors with activities applicable to the whole 
North Rhine-Westphalian entrepreneurship ecosystem, or centred around transversal technologies, 
including key enabling technologies. 
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