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Foreword 

The forest bioeconomy landscape is rapidly evolving across Europe. This document does not intend to 
give a comprehensive account of bioeconomy-related policies and actors, but rather to highlight the most 
relevant aspects and to identify key components of the regional bioeconomy ecosystem. It focusses on 
the circular forest-based bioeconomy, understood as the value chains that originate from forest products, 
typically wood, but also non-wood forest products (NWFP), and services, such as forest-based tourism. 

The Basque country is very active in the food-tech sectors. The ecosystem presented in this document 
incorporates start-ups and other actors in the food-tech sectors as a way to better capture the regional 
potential. Less attention is placed on the pharmaceutical sector and other industrial biotechnologies, 
except where they are related to the processing of forest or lignocellulosic biomass (dry matter from 
plants).  

In the opening section, we introduce the region and its vision on the forest bioeconomy. Here you can 
find information about the region’s geography, economic profile, forests and the forest-based sector and 
the region’s vision on the bioeconomy. This is followed by the second section, “Meet the actors”, where 
we present the most relevant elements of the Basque forest-related bioeconomy ecosystem in ten 
categories: i) industrial clusters; ii) leading companies; iii) research and technological centres; iv) 
bioeconomy education and training programmes; v) public agencies supporting the forest bioeconomy; 
vi) business accelerators active or open to bioeconomy start-ups; vii) investors and venture capital 
companies open to forest bioeconomy; viii) some of the most relevant start-ups in the Basque ecosystem, 
ix) bioeconomy and entrepreneurship events; and, finally, x) important forest-related or innovation 
related information sources. 

With this document, the Bioregions Facility aims at providing a summarised economical portrait of the 
Basque Country that would be of interest for international forest bioeconomy actors (Introduction 
chapter) and capturing the current actors in the Basque forest bioeconomy ecosystem (Meet the actors 
chapter). The Introduction chapter provides a deeper understanding of the Basque forest bioeconomy 
ecosystem to (potential) entrepreneurs. For those entrepreneurs it is useful to know the conditions 
surrounding the forest bioeconomy (e.g. general economy and industry, forest-sector, etc.) and the actors 
they can contact for potential collaborations. The information about the bioeconomy actors can be used 
to assess the focus of the Basque bioeconomy sector and to identify opportunities. This document is a 
part of Bioregions’ WP3 Awareness Toolbox – Task 3.2 Regions profiles & success cases. 

Please contact the Bioregions team if you have suggestions to improve this document or corrections to 
be made. Thank you in advance. 
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Introduction 

The Basque Country is an autonomous community (NUTS 2 level) located in northern Spain. It occupies 
an area of 7,234 km², with a population of approximately 2.2 million people. The Basque Country can be 
divided into two great watersheds— the Atlantic and the Mediterranean — with mountain chains forming 
a dividing line between the two. Its climate is cool and damp on the coast, while inland it becomes colder 
with increasing altitude, and more continental and arid in the south. 

Bilbao, the main Basque city by population (1 million people in the metro area) and by economic activity, 
is about four hours driving from Madrid and Toulouse, three hours and a half from Bordeaux and six hours 
from Barcelona. Bilbao airport has direct flights to all main Spanish airports and main cities of western 
Europe. Its port handles around 28 million tons of freight annually, being the fifth busiest port in Spain, 
while the motorway linking the region with south-west France concentrates nearly half of the cargo that 
Spain exports to Europe through France. Optical fibre is widely spread all over the region, while 5G started 
its deployment in 2020. The Basque country holds several international sporting, gastronomic and cultural 
events, with venue facilities of international standards. 

The economic profile 

The Basque Country is one of the most important industrial concentrations in Spain. The region produces 
about 6% of the national GDP and has the second-highest regional GDP per capita in the country and an 
above-average GDP per capita relative to the EU. The most important sectors for the regional economy 
are industry, trade and transport, and public administration (Figure 1). The strongest industrial sectors of 
the Basque economy are metal industries, construction, machinery and transport equipment (Figure 2). 

 

Figure 1: Distribution of employment in the Basque Country’s economic sectors. Data obtained from regional benchmarking tool on smart specialisation 
platform (https://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/regional-benchmarking). The sectors are based on the major sectors of Eurostat’s regional economic 
accounts which is based on the NACE rev2, a statistical classification of economic activities in the European community. 
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Figure 2: Distribution of employment in the Basque Country’s industry sectors. Data obtained from regional benchmarking tool on smart specialisation 
platform (https://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/regional-benchmarking). The industrial sectors are a higher classification based on NACE rev2, a statistical 
classification of economic activities in the European community. 

The Basque Country has the highest proportion of their patents in mechanical engineering (Figure 3). 
Basque industry is highly specialised in metallurgy, rubber and plastic materials, electrical materials and 
equipment, energy, machinery equipment, construction, wood and paper products, and transport 
equipment; while the most specialised services are on R&D, hotel business, telecommunications and 
banking and insurance1. Its main scientific specialisations are medicine, physics, engineering, materials, 
and chemistry and biosciences; while top patents are on nanotechnology, consumer products, machine-
tools, analysis of biomaterials, and thermal processes and equipment. 

 

1 All values listed by decreasing order. Specialisation indexes are compared to EU=27 average. Scientific specialisation by number of 
articles published. Lists are in Annex 2 of RIS3. 
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Figure 3: Technological specialisation in the Basque Country. Data obtained from regional benchmarking tool on smart specialisation platform 
(https://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/regional-benchmarking). 

The innovation profile 

The Basque Country invests €1.5 billion in research, or 1.8% of the regional GDP (2019). About 20,000 
people were fully dedicated to R&D in 2019: this was a record high.  

Cleantech innovation at country level 

Spain ranks 25th of the 40 countries in the overall Global Cleantech Innovation Index2, scoring below-
average for all pillars except commercialised cleantech innovation (Figure 4). There is considerable 
evidence of commercialised cleantech innovation because of some successful public listed cleantech 
companies, late-stage private equity deals, strong exports of cleantech commodities, and above-average 
use of renewable energy. The other pillar that shows Spain’s outputs of innovation, emerging cleantech 
innovation, is less optimistic. This is explained by the low number of cleantech start-ups and environmental 
patents. Both pillars that demonstrate Spain’s inputs to innovation, general innovation drivers and 
cleantech-specific innovation drivers, score below-average. Particular weaknesses are: a missing 
cleantech-supportive policy environment; low cleantech R&D expenditure; and limited access to cleantech 
funds for start-ups.  

 

2 The aim of the Global Cleantech Innovation Index (GCII) is to rank countries based on their potential to produce entrepreneurial 

cleantech start-up companies and commercialise clean technology innovations. This index provides important insight about the 
performance of countries (used as approximation for the regions) in the bioeconomy innovation environment. The GCII is determined 
by four equally weighted pillars: general innovation drivers; cleantech-specific innovation drivers refers to the policy environment, 
cluster activity and access to finance; emerging cleantech innovation refers to early-stage investments, patents and high impact 
companies, etc.; and commercialised cleantech innovation refers to the size of current markets (imports, exports, employment, etc.). 
Source: Clean Tech Group and WWF, 2017: The Global Cleantech Innovation Index 2017: Which countries look set to produce the next 
generation of start-ups? 
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Figure 4: Spain’s score for the four Global Cleantech Innovation Index pillars (General Innovation Drivers, Cleantech-Specific Innovation Drivers, Emerging 
Cleantech Innovation and Commercialised Cleantech Innovation) in comparison with the average. Source: Clean Tech Group and WWF, 2017. 

Regional innovation scoreboard 2019 

The Basque Country is among the strongest innovators in Spain. It is ranked as a “moderate +” innovator 
in 2019’s Regional Innovation Scoreboard, and innovation performance has increased over time, up by 
about 8.8% from the previous decade. Some of its strengths in comparison with Spain as a whole are 
tertiary education, R&D expenditures in the business sector, SMEs innovation in-house, innovative SMEs 
collaborating and sales new-to-market/firm innovations. However, relative to the European Union, the 
only significant strengths are tertiary education and sales new-to-market/firm innovations. Important 
weaknesses in comparison with the EU are non-R&D innovation expenditures, PCT patent applications, 
and design applications.  

Bioeconomy readiness 

The Basque Country was rated 8 out of 10 for its maturity in bioeconomy readiness3. Thus, it can be 
considered that the Basque country has a mature bioeconomy Research & Innovation ecosystem. 

The Forests and the forest-based sector4 

The Basque country’s wooded area is around 400,000 ha; this corresponds to approximately 54% of the 
land area (one of the highest proportions in the EU). Wood stocks are estimated at 62.6 million m3 with 
an annual growth of 3.4 million m3/year. The total volume of wood harvested annually is 35% of the 
annual growth (about 1.2 million m3). This suggests that there is potential for an expanding forest 
bioeconomy.  

The wooded area in the Basque Country is divided almost equally between hardwoods (52%) and conifers 
(48%). Covering 33% of the wooded area, radiata pine is the most abundant species. In order of 
importance according to their extension, radiata pine plantations are followed by beech forests and 

 

3 The bioeconomy readiness index describes the bioeconomy Research & Innovation maturity level of EU regions. The index is based 
on four variables: Regional Innovation Scoreboard, existence of specific bioeconomy strategies, existence of bioeconomy related 
clusters and the intensity level of bioeconomy related activities. The regions obtain a score from 1 to 10 with a score of 5 being the 
median. Countries with a score of 8 belong to the 16.6% best, countries with a score of 9 belong to the 7.6% best. Source: European 
Commission, 2017: Bioeconomy development in EU regions. 

4 Libro blanco del sector de la madera. 2016. 
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Atlantic mixed forests, gall oak and holm oak. Summing all those species, we reach almost 70% of the area 
of the Basque forests. 

Conifers and, in particular, radiata pine constitute the bulk of commercial extractions (79% of total 
authorised logging in 2014). Among the hardwoods, eucalyptus accounts for 89% of the cuts. 
Approximately two thirds of the wood used by companies in the sector comes from the Basque Country. 

The wood sector provides almost as much wealth and employment to the Basque country as the banking 
and insurance sectors. The timber sector contributes 1.53% of the GDP with an impact on the economy 
of 1,010 million euros per year.  

The Basque wood business is dominated by small companies —almost 95% of the companies have fewer 
than 20 employees— 4.8% are medium-sized companies, while large companies with more than 200 
employees are exclusively paper companies. The wood-forestry sector employs around 18,000 people 
full-time, of which 11,760 directly. 

Biomass availability 

About two-thirds of the available biomass in the Basque country is related to the forest and wood sector 
(Figure 5). The proportion of black liquor biomass is very high; this is related to the pulp and paper 
industry. A quarter of the available biomass is municipal waste (biodegradable municipal waste and 
hazardous post-consumer wood). The proportion of agricultural biomass is low. Bioeconomy 
entrepreneurs in the Basque Country have mainly forest biomass and biodegradable municipal waste as 
available resources. 
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Figure 5: Estimated biomass availability in the Basque Country. The brownish colours are related to forest biomass, the greenish colours to agricultural 
biomass and the blue colour to municipal waste. Based on data from S2Biom. 

The Basque Country has a similar biomass availability per capita to North Rhine-Westphalia (Error! Not a 
valid bookmark self-reference.Error! Reference source not found.). However, Spain (used as an 
approximation for the Basque Country) has a low domestic material consumption, i.e. the total amount 
of material directly used in an economy, per capita. The result is an intermediate proportion (10%) of the 
domestic material use that can be filled in with biomass. Still, 10% is rather low and the transformation 
towards a more bio-based economy will have to be coupled with the transformation to a circular 
economy. 
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Table 1: Estimated biomass availability per capita, domestic material consumption per capita at a national level and proportion of domestic material 
use that can be filled in with available biomass. Data obtained from S2Biom and EU Open Data portal 5. 

 

Available biomass 
(ton/capita) 

Domestic material 
consumption (ton/capita) 

Available biomass/ 
Domestic consumption 

Basque Country 0.89 8.82 10% 

North Karelia 20.77 32.48 64% 

North Rhine-Westphalia 0.79 14.79 5% 

 

A vision on the bioeconomy 

The Basque government considers the bioeconomy as an opportunity to transform key industrial sectors 
of the region (mainly construction, automobile, energy, and chemical industry) by providing a new 
generation of materials, products and business models enhancing the usage and value of local bio-based 
resources. 

The vision of the Basque bioeconomy roadmap is to make the Basque Country a reference region in 
bioeconomy, promoting the generation and consolidation of high added value economic activities based 
on the optimal exploitation of regional resources. This vision is structured around five topics: 

• Ensure the quantity, quality, treatment and logistics of the bio-based resources needed to 
undertake the new activities; 

• Promote and attract business activity with high added value; 

• Orient and promote scientific-technological and talent capacities to business needs; 

• Generate framework conditions (legal, instruments to support R&D&I, entrepreneurship); and 

• Awareness and communication. 

The Basque bioeconomy roadmap has received 3.9 million euros of investment (2019-2020) from the 
Basque government to boost and promote the regional bioeconomy ecosystem.6 The Basque Country 
produced a video on the potential of the forest bioeconomy (Figure 6).  

 

5 https://data.europa.eu/euodp/en/data/dataset/PWZDbPY2plUCL8qiHmOFA  

6 Bioeconomía En Euskadi Bilbao, 9 de marzo de 2020 

https://data.europa.eu/euodp/en/data/dataset/PWZDbPY2plUCL8qiHmOFA
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Figure 6: Video on Basque bioeconomy: https://www.youtube.com/embed/oDvTWoPeOvs  

Five Basque industries have significant potential to be transformed into a more bio-based industry or can 
directly contribute to a broader societal transformation towards a more circular and/or bio-based 
economic system: 

• Construction 

• Plastics and packaging 

• Energy 

• Forestry and wood products 

• Pulp and paper 

Bioeconomy in the Basque Research and Innovation Smart Specialisation Strategy (RIS3)  

The Basque Country approved the new Science and Technology plan (PCTI 2030)7 in February 2021. Its 
ultimate goal is to improve the standard of living and quality of employment in Basque society through 
an innovation policy that will place the Basque Country among the most advanced European regions by 
2030.  

The PCTI 2030 updates priorities in the Basque RIS38 Strategy, which identifies three priority areas that 
respond to the necessary digital, energy and social transitions: 1) smart Industries; 2) clean energy; and 
3) personalised health (Figure 7). It also identifies new areas of opportunity for economic development: 
a) sustainable food; b) eco-innovation; c) sustainable cities; and d) creative industries. These priorities 
and opportunities are further developed in three leading cross-cutting initiatives: i) healthy aging; ii) 
electric mobility; and iii) circular economy. 

 

7 www.euskadi.eus/contenidos/informacion/despliegue_pcti_euskadi/es_def/adjuntos/Bases_PCTI_Euskadi_2030_documento.pdf  

8 Smart Specialisation Strategy 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/oDvTWoPeOvs
http://www.euskadi.eus/contenidos/informacion/despliegue_pcti_euskadi/es_def/adjuntos/Bases_PCTI_Euskadi_2030_documento.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/embed/oDvTWoPeOvs
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The bioeconomy is considered as a core component of the cross-cutting circular economy initiative. It is 
envisioned as a transformative effort to biologise existing economic sectors based on endogenous 
biological resources: 

“In this context, moreover, the bioeconomy is an opportunity to transform the key sectors of the 
economy through a new generation of materials, products and new business models that 

make the most of the use of existing biological resources in the territory” (Basque PCTI 2030) 

 

Bioeconomy as a core element of the Basque Circular Economy Strategy 2030 9 . The Basque 
government’s Circular Economy Strategy 2030 identifies the bioeconomy as having a high potential for 
providing solutions to eight of the nine challenges for the implementation of circular economy and, 
specifically, on the potential of forest bioeconomy, promoting the demand for a Basque Forest 
Bioeconomy Road Map (Table 2). 

Table 2: The contribution of the Bioeconomy to the circular economy according to the Basque circular economy strategy 2030. “0” means no 
contribution, “+” means some contribution, “++” means high contribution. 

Challenges for the circular economy in the Basque Country Role of the bioeconomy 

1. Promote the creation of new, more circular business models. + 

2. Innovate in materials (advanced and renewable), processes and products. ++ 

3. Extend the useful life of products 0 

4. Reduce raw material consumption and waste generation ++ 

5. Promote a more circular consumption model ++ 

 

9 https://www.euskadi.eus/contenidos/documentacion/economia_circular/es_def/adjuntos/EstrategiaEconomiaCircular2030.pdf  

Figure 7: Priority themes, new areas of opportunity and cross-cutting initiatives of the Basque Science Technology and Innovation 
Plan (PCTI 2030) 

https://www.euskadi.eus/contenidos/documentacion/economia_circular/es_def/adjuntos/EstrategiaEconomiaCircular2030.pdf
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6. Reduce food waste ++ 

7. Promote more efficient use of plastics ++ 

8. Increase the rate of reuse, recycling and waste recovery ++ 

9. Increase the use of secondary raw materials ++ 

 

Reference documents 

Documents Core Objectives Role of forest 
Bioeconomy 

Basque Climate 
Change Strategy 2050 

• Reduction of at least 40% of regional GHG emissions by 2030 and a target of at 
least 80% by 2050 compared to 2005. 

High 

Circular Economy 
Strategy 2030 
 
 

• To increase material productivity by 30%. 

• To increase the rate of use of circular material by 30%.  

• To reduce the rate of waste generation per unit of GDP by 30%.  

• To make 100% of plastic packaging recyclable. 

High 

Forestry Circular 
Bioeconomy 
Roadmap 

• Reach a political and social consensus on a sustainable forestry model that 
balances the environmental, social and economic needs of the ecosystem. 

• To promote and attract business activity with high added value around the 
circular forest bioeconomy. 

• To strengthen scientific and technological capacities, training and skills. 

• To generate demand and framework conditions for the forest bioeconomy. 

• To ensure governance and inter-institutional coordination. 

Very High 

Strategic Plan for the 
wood sector 
 

• To increase the added value of wood by improving society's perception, quality, 
differentiation and highly processed products. 

• Diversification to tackle emerging market segments. 

• Increased competitiveness. 

• Strengthening collaborative governance. 

Very High 

Food and wood 
entrepreneurship 
strategy 
 

• To configure an attractive territory for business development in food and wood.  

• A structured, complete and integrated support ecosystem. 

• Entrepreneurs with the capacity and attitude to create agri-food and wood-based 
companies. 

• Competitive and innovative agri-food and wood-based companies. 

High 

Euskadi 2030 Energy 
Strategy 

• Zero oil consumption for energy uses by 2050. 
 

Low 

Education for 
Sustainability Strategy 
for the Basque 
Country 2030 

• Education for action. 

• Capacity building of educators, trainers and other change agents. 

• Training and empowerment of youth. 

• Promoting cities and towns as educating environments for sustainability. 

Medium 

Green Public Procure-
ment programme of 
the Basque Country 
2020 

• To contribute to a more efficient use of resources. 

• To ensure that green public procurement incorporates eco-innovation. 

• A comprehensive and effective commitment at all levels of administration. 

high 

Biodiversity Strategy 
of the Autonomous 
Community of the 
Basque Country 2030 

• Protection and restoration of ecosystems. 

• Promotion of the European Natura 2000 Network as an instrument of 
opportunity. 

• Promotion of the knowledge and culture of nature. 

• Effectiveness and efficiency in the management of the territory and its natural 
heritage. 

Medium 
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Meet the actors 

In this section, different actors from the Basque forest bioeconomy ecosystem are presented in ten 
different categories (Figure 8): 1) Industrial clusters, 2) Leading companies, 3) Research and 
technological centres, 4) Bioeconomy education and training, 5) Public agencies supporting forest 
bioeconomy, 6) Accelerators and incubators, 7) Investors and venture capitalist companies, 8) Start-
ups and tech SMEs, 9) Events and 10) Forest- or innovation-related information sources. 

 

Figure 8: Preview of the Basque forest bioeconomy innovation ecosystem 

1. Industrial clusters 

The Basque Country has specific clusters for wood-based industrial sectors: Basque wood sector; pulp & 
paper industry; equipment, furniture and design. 

Additionally, there is also the Basque Alliance for the Bioeconomy. This is a public-private partnership 
aiming to generate a network of business agents that will help to reinforce this economic model of 
generating bio-based products and to establish a structured collaboration between institutions, 
technology centres and companies, in order to expand this mode of production and wealth generation. 

Baskegur 

 

Description Baskegur is the professional association representing the Basque wood sector, 
incorporating the whole value chain, being the voluntary meeting body and advisory 
centre of the sector and its associated industries. 
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Location Zamudio (Parque Científico y Tecnológico de Bizkaia Kanala Bidea. Edificio 103 48170 
Zamudio, Bizkaia) 

Geographic scope Basque Country 

Thematic focus Collaboration and advisory services, consultation and guidance on competitiveness, 
internationalisation, environment, training and communication 

Members Private forest owners, forestry works companies, first and second wood transformation 
industries, pulp and paper industries, wood energy industries 

Website https://baskegur.eus/  

Contact (+34) 944 543 020, https://baskegur.eus/contactar-con-baskegur/  

HABIC 

 

Description Habic is the equipment, furniture and design cluster in the Basque Country. It brings 
together the main companies in the sector whose scope of action is equipping 
collectives, homes, hospitals, hotels, offices and work environments. Their mission is to 
support the competitiveness of companies in the design sector through actions that 
represent the sector, generating new visible values for users and sustainable 
competitive advantages, promoting innovation and business transformation through 
collaboration and shared knowledge. 

Location Zarautz (Araba Kalea 25, 20800 – Zarautz) 

Geographic scope Basque Country 

Thematic focus Internationalisation, specialisation in market niches, sustainability, innovation and 
technology, design and communication, wood applied to design and architecture, 
collaborative showrooms, specification and prescription 

Members Manufacturing companies, publishing companies, technological centres, training 
centres 

Website http://www.clusterhabic.com  

Contact +34 943 815 756, habic@habic.eus  

Aclima 

 

Description A reference and unifying force for the Basque eco-industry and environmental services 
and products, this cluster represents the value chains in waste (reduction, reuse, 
refabrication, energy recovery, recycling and management), contaminated soils 
(investigation and recovery), integrated water cycle, air and climate change, ecosystems 
and eco-efficient production and eco-design. 

Location Bilbao (Uribitarte Pasealekua, 3, 48001 Bilbao, Bizkaia) 

https://baskegur.eus/
https://baskegur.eus/contactar-con-baskegur/
http://www.clusterhabic.com/
mailto:habic@habic.eus
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Geographic scope Basque Country 

Thematic focus Six value chains or strategic areas are represented at Aclima: waste (reduction, reuse, 
recycling, management and recovery), contaminated Soils (investigation and recovery), 
integrated water cycle, air and climate change, ecosystems and eco-efficient production, 
and eco-design. Moreover, Aclima is a cross-cutting cluster interrelated to the rest of 
the economy. 

Members All types of companies 

Website https://aclima.eus  

Contact +34 944 706 443; aclima@aclima.eus  

Clusterpapel 

 

Description Clusterpapel is the cluster of the Basque pulp & paper industry. It aims at generating 
competitive advantages in the companies of the paper sector value chain in the Basque 
Country. It represents the sector in front of the institutions and defends its image and 
the products its members manufacture, in particular paper. 

Location San Sebastián (Portuetxe 23 B. Oficina 314. 20018 - San Sebastián) 

Geographic scope Basque Country 

Thematic focus Energy, training, business management, human resources, internationalisation, 
environment and technology 

Members Pulp & paper companies, pulp & paper machinery and equipment manufacturers, 
engineering and services companies for pulp & paper industry and for wastewater 
management 

Website http://www.clusterpapel.com  

Contact +34 943 309413, mail@clusterpapel.com  

Bioregions Facility 

 

Description The European Forest Institute, together with those regions willing to take the lead, 
established a Bioregions Facility to support the development of the forest bioeconomy. 
The Bioregions Facility supports innovation, networking, and policy learning, and 
develops joint strategies and actions, capacity building plus partnering and exchanging 
experiences around: Innovation, Institutions, Infrastructures and Investments. The 
facility is also developing a European-wide Bioeconomy Acceleration Programme. 

Location Joensuu (Yliopistokatu 6, 80100 Joensuu, Finland), Barcelona (St. Antoni M. Claret, 167, 
08025 Barcelona) 

https://aclima.eus/
mailto:aclima@aclima.eus
http://www.clusterpapel.com/
mailto:mail@clusterpapel.com
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2. Leading companies 

The Basque Country plays an important role in the pulp & paper industry, with several leading companies 
in this sector. Other major companies are active in timber construction and (bio)energy. Besides, there 
are a few leading companies in the market segments biotech, clothing and advanced materials. The list 
below contains the ten companies that founded the Basque Alliance for the Bioeconomy in 2019, and 
several are part of the Mondragon Corporation, highlighting the importance of the Mondragon 
Corporation for the Basque economy. 

Geographic scope Europe 

Thematic focus Forest-based circular bioeconomy 

Members Regions that want to develop their forest bioeconomy 

Website https://efi.int/projects/bioregions-facility  

Contact giuseppe.tripodi @ efi.int 

Basque Alliance for the 
Bioeconomy 

 

Description The Basque Alliance for the Bioeconomy is a public-private partnership aiming to generate 
a network of business agents that will help to reinforce this economic model of generating 
bio-based products and to establish a structured collaboration between institutions, 
technology centres and companies, in order to expand this mode of production and wealth 
generation. 

Location Technical Secretariat hosted at Hazi (Arkaute) 

Geographic scope Basque Country 

Thematic focus Business networking 

Support Any initiative around wood-based products, pulp & paper, textiles, energy, construction and 
the pharmaceutical sector 

Website https://www.euskadi.eus/bioeconomia  

Contact How to join the Basque Alliance for the Bioeconomy: https://www.euskadi.eus/web01-
a2bioeko/es/contenidos/informacion/bioekonomia_adhesion/es_def/index.shtml 

Egoin 

 

Market segment Timber construction 

Description Egoin designs, manufactures, and installs offsite timber construction systems. 

Location Natxitua (Barrio Olagorta, S/N, 48311 Natxitua, Bizkaia) 

Investor(s)  

Website https://egoin.com 

https://efi.int/projects/bioregions-facility
https://www.euskadi.eus/bioeconomia
https://www.euskadi.eus/web01-a2bioeko/es/contenidos/informacion/bioekonomia_adhesion/es_def/index.shtml
https://www.euskadi.eus/web01-a2bioeko/es/contenidos/informacion/bioekonomia_adhesion/es_def/index.shtml
https://egoin.com/
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Contact 946 276 000, egoin@egoin.com  

Lana 

 

Market segment Timber construction 

Description Lana is part of the Mondragon Corporation. They are a company specialised in the 
second-level of transformation of wood. Lana offers innovative products and solutions 
for the construction sector, with an emphasis on formwork. 

Location Oñati (Apdo. 25, Bº Santxolopetegi, 24, 20560 OÑATI, Gipuzkoa) 

Investor(s)  

Website https://www.lana.eu/habe-20/ 

Contact +34 943 780 111, https://www.lana.eu/en/contact/ contact form 

Maderas de Llodio 

 

Market segment Timber construction 

Description Maderas de Llodio is a European manufacturer of plywood based on radiata pine from 
sustainable forests. Their plywood products are exported to more than 20 countries on 
all continents and are used for a multitude of applications such as construction, 
industrial flooring, furniture, decoration and packaging. 

Location Laudio (Poligono Industrial, Santa Cruz Bidea, 1, 01400 Laudio, Álava) 

Investor(s)  

Website http://www.maderasdellodio.com/maderas-de-llodio.php  

Contact +34 94 672 01 00, info@maderasdellodio.com  

Papresa 

 

Market segment Pulp & paper 

Description Papresa is a company that produces newsprint paper from recovered wastepaper. 
Papresa has 2 de-inking plants, 3 paper machines, 1 energy production plant and 1 water 
treatment plant. 

Location Errenteria (Avenida de Navarra, 6 E-20100 Errenteria, Gipuzkoa) 

Investor(s) Group Investor KKR 

mailto:egoin@egoin.com
https://www.lana.eu/habe-20/
https://www.lana.eu/en/contact/
http://www.maderasdellodio.com/maderas-de-llodio.php
mailto:info@maderasdellodio.com
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Website http://www.papresa.com/  

Contact +34 943 344 342, comercial@papresa.es  

Smurfit Kappa 

 

Market segment Pulp & paper 

Description Smurfit Kappa is one of the leading providers of paper-based packaging in the world. 
They also own approximately 68,000 hectares of forest globally, which they aim to 
manage sustainable. 

Location 350 production sites around the world, with locations in 21 countries in Europe and 12 
countries in the Americas. Location in Basque Country: Lurreta (B. Arriandi s/n, 48215 
Iurreta- Bizkaia, Spain) 

Investor(s)  

Website https://www.smurfitkappa.com 

Contact https://www.smurfitkappa.com/contact contact form, +34 94 620 5115 (phone Lurreta) 

Iberpapel (Iberpapel 
Gestión, S.A) 

 

Market segment Pulp & paper 

Description Iberpapel is a paper group committed to quality, service and the environment. It is one 
of the main players in the printing and writing paper market in Spain. 

Location San Sebastián (Av. Sancho El Sabio, 2 - 1º 20010 San Sebastián) 

Investor(s)  

Website http://www.iberpapel.es/en/ 

Contact +34 91 564 07 20, atencion.al.accionista@iberpapel.es  

Aralar 

 

Market segment Pulp & paper 

Description Aralar is a paper manufacturer. Their scope is international, and they aim to always have 
the latest technology in paper manufacturing. Aralar strives for social and environmental 
responsibility. 

http://www.papresa.com/
mailto:comercial@papresa.es
https://www.smurfitkappa.com/
https://www.smurfitkappa.com/contact
http://www.iberpapel.es/en/
mailto:atencion.al.accionista@iberpapel.es
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Location Amezketa (C/ San Bartolomé, 40, 20268 Amezketa, Gipuzkoa) 

Investor(s)  

Website http://www.papelaralar.com/en/  

Contact +34 943 653 050, info@papelaralar.com  

Global Aranguren 
biomasa - Glefaran 

 

Market segment Bioenergy 

Description Global Aranguren Biomasa is a renewable energy company whose main activity is the 
combustion of forest biomass to produce energy. They use as raw material the biomass 
collected from timber felling and pruning. 

Location Zalla (Aranguen, LaPerenal, s/n, 48850 Zalla, Bizkaia) 

Investor(s)  

Website https://glefaran.com 

Contact +34 946 469 069, glefaran@glefaran.com  

Biotermiak 

 

Market segment Bioenergy 

Description Biotermiak supplies zero-kilometre forest biomass to all renewable thermal generation 
facilities in the Basque Country. This fuel is produced from wood from local farms 
certified in sustainable management and is offered in both pellet and chip format. 

Location Bilbao (Julio Urkijo, 9 - dpto. 2. 48014 Bilbao) 

Investor(s)  

Website http://biotermiak.eus/  

Contact biotermiak@biotermiak.eus, +34 944 268 867 

Petronor (Petróleos del 
Norte S.A.) 

 

Market segment Energy 

Description Petronor is an oil and gas company. Their objective is to be a leader in the Spanish 
refining sector through safe, environmentally friendly and efficient management. 

http://www.papelaralar.com/en/
mailto:info@papelaralar.com
https://glefaran.com/
mailto:glefaran@glefaran.com
http://biotermiak.eus/
mailto:biotermiak@biotermiak.eus
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Location Muskiz (San Martin Auzoa 5 Edificio Muñatones 48550 Muskiz, Bizkaia) 

Investor(s)  

Website https://petronor.eus/es/ 

Contact +34 946 357 000; prentsa@petronor.com  

Skunkfunk 

 

Market segment Clothing 

Description Skunkfunk (SKFK) is an ethical clothing brand. They aim at minimizing their negative 
impact by reducing CO2, carefully selecting their fibres (organic and fairtrade) and using 
circular economy principles. Their fabrics also contain lenzing lyocell, a fibre sourced 
from sustainable Eucalyptus forests. 

Location Bilbao 

Investor(s)  

Website https://www.skfk-ethical-fashion.com/es/ 

Contact https://www.skfk-ethical-fashion.com/en/contact_us contact form 

Cikautxo 

 

Market segment Advanced materials 

Description Cikautxo is part of the Mondragon Corporation and specialises in the development and 
production of rubber and plastic components for a variety of different applications. They 
promote initiatives that seek to use more sustainable and environmentally friendly 
polymer raw materials with a dual objective: to reduce petroleum-related ingredients 
and to incorporate recycled biomaterials into their compounds. 

Location Berriatua (Magdalena Auzoa, 2-B E-48710 Berriatua · Bizkaia) 

Investor(s)  

Website https://www.cikautxo.es/  

Contact +34 946 133 000; cikautxo@cikautxo.com  

Maier 

 

Market segment Advanced materials 

https://petronor.eus/es/
mailto:prentsa@petronor.com
https://www.skfk-ethical-fashion.com/es/
https://www.skfk-ethical-fashion.com/en/contact_us
https://www.cikautxo.es/
mailto:cikautxo@cikautxo.com
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3. Research centres and technological centres 

The Basque Research and Technology Alliance (BRTA) was established to meet the industrial challenges 
of the Basque Country and to compete with the leading international organisations in research and 
technology development. This alliance will be the vanguard of Basque research in Europe and the rest of 
the world. Many of the identified research and technological centres are part of this alliance. 

The Basque Research and Technology Alliance has been created through a collaboration agreement 
between 16 technology centres and cooperative research centres belonging to the Basque Network of 
Science, Technology and Innovation, the Basque Government, the Councils of Araba, Bizkaia and Gipuzkoa 
and the SPRI Group. 

Description Maier is part of the Mondragon Corporation and specialises in the decoration of plastic 
parts and manufacturing of complex injection moldings for the automotive industry. The 
technologies they work with comprise chrome plating, painting, laser etching and hot 
stamping. Maier was involved in the Bio4self project, which aimed at fully bio-based self-
reinforced polymer composites (SRPC).  

Location Ajangiz (Polígono Industrial Arabieta 48320 Ajangiz, Bizkaia) 

Investor(s)  

Website https://www.maier.es/es/ 

Contact +34 946 259 200  

María D´uol 

 

Market segment Biotech 

Description At María D´uol, they formulate, develop and market cosmetic products with high-quality 
raw materials and natural active ingredients. They claim to combine the scientific rigour 
of research, technological development and care for people's skin. María D´uol 
diversifies the cosmetic market through different productive activities with a portfolio 
of bio products. 

Location Vitoria (C/Arkatxa, 1, 01006 Vitoria) 

Investor(s)  

Website https://www.mariaduol.com/  

Contact (+34) 945 146 158; info@mariaduol.com  

Neiker 

 

https://www.maier.es/es/
https://www.mariaduol.com/
mailto:info@mariaduol.com
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Description Neiker supports, promotes and contributes to improving the Basque agri-food sector 
competitiveness likewise environmental preservation, generating scientific knowledge 
and transferrable solutions providing the Basque Country with well-being and wealth 
with committed, motivated people. Neiker is a Technological R&D reference for 
innovation in the agri-food and environment sectors. 

Location Arkaute (Arkaute Centre: Campus Agroalimentario de Arkaute N-104, km. 355 – E-01192 
Arkaute – Alava) 

Derio ( Derio Centre: Parque Tecnológico de Bizkaia – C/ Berreaga, 1, E-48160 Derio – 
Bizkaia, Spain) 

Geographic scope Basque Country 

Thematic focus Research, innovation and development of solutions applied to agriculture, livestock, 
forestry and environment, as well as analytic services. Their main fields of application 
are genetic improvement, competitive improvement, organic farming, animal welfare, 
one-health, circular bioeconomy, sustainability and climate change. 

Support to… Farmers, foresters, extension services, bio-based primary transformation industries 

Website https://neiker.eus  

Contact Arkaute Centre: +34 945 121 313, Derio Centre: +34 944 034 300, General: 
info@neiker.eus, Labs: laboratorios@neiker.eus  

Tecnalia 

 

Description Tecnalia is a technology centre that performs high-technology research, development 
and innovation for different Basque industrial sectors. 

Location San Sebastián (Parque Científico y Tecnológico de Gipuzkoa. Mikeletegi Pasealekua, 2. 
E-20009 Donostia - San Sebastián. Gipuzkoa) 

Geographic scope Basque Country 

Thematic focus Research, development and innovation on construction technologies, energy, 
environment, ICT, metal and transport industries, health; plus, lab services and 
consultancy on technology-based innovation strategies 

Support All major Basque industrial sectors 

Website https://www.tecnalia.com  

Contact From Spain: 902.760.000, International call: +34 946 430 850, 
https://www.tecnalia.com/en/contact/contact-form/contact-form.htm  

Azti 

 

https://neiker.eus/
mailto:info@neiker.eus
mailto:laboratorios@neiker.eus
https://www.tecnalia.com/
https://www.tecnalia.com/en/contact/contact-form/contact-form.htm
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Description Azti is a technology centre specialised on sea and food value chains. Azti develops 
sustainable products, services and business initiatives aimed at activating the industrial 
fabric while recovering and preserving natural resources. 

Location Sukarrieta (Txatxarramendi ugartea z/g 48395 Sukarrieta – Bizkaia) 

Pasaia (Herrera Kaia, Portualdea z/g 20110 Pasaia – Gipuzkoa) 

Derio (Parque Tecnológico de Bizkaia Astondo Bidea, Edificio 609 48160 Derio – Bizkaia) 

Geographic scope Basque Country 

Thematic focus R&D projects on biotechnology-based products, food integrity & safety, food & health, 
efficient and sustainable food chain, consumer behaviour, marine ecosystems 
functioning, marine & coastal environmental management, operational oceanography 
services, sustainable fisheries management and climate change. 

Support Fisheries sector and food industry 

Website https://www.azti.es  

Contact +34 946 574 000, info@azti.es  

Gaiker 

 

Description Gaiker is a private non-profit organisation devoted to research and offering innovative 
technological solutions for corporations. It contributes to the technological 
development and competitiveness of businesses through learning and specialisation and 
ultimately transferring technologies. 

Location Zamudio (Parque Tecnológico, Ed. 202. 48170 Zamudio, Bizkaia) 

Geographic scope Basque Country 

Thematic focus R&D projects on biotechnology (biomedicine, biodetection, industrial biotechnology), 
environment & recycling (environmental technologies, environmental management, 
mechanical recycling, energy valorisation) and plastics & composites (materials 
development, nanoparticle synthesis and functionalisation, development of processes 
and applications). 

Support All major Basque industrial sectors 

Website http://www.gaiker.es  

Contact +34 94 6002323, http://www.gaiker.es/ing/contacto.aspx  

CEIT 

 

Description Ceit is a non-profit research centre whose primary mission is to carry out applied 
industrial research projects, working closely with its clients' R&D departments. Ceit 

https://www.azti.es/
mailto:info@azti.es
http://www.gaiker.es/
http://www.gaiker.es/ing/contacto.aspx
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works with companies in a range of sectors (railway, aeronautical, automotive, health, 
manufacturing, energy and environment) and strives to understand all aspects of its 
clients' businesses in order to develop high value-added solutions through applied 
investigation projects. 

Location San Sebastian (Ibaeta Building, Paseo de Manuel Lardizábal, Nº 15, 20018, Donostia - 
San Sebastián; Miramon Building, Paseo Mikeletegi, Nº 48, 20009, Donostia - San 
Sebastián) 

Geographic scope Basque country 

Thematic focus Applied industrial research in a range of sectors (railway, aeronautical, automotive, 
health, manufacturing, energy and environment) 

Support Companies in a range of sectors (railway, aeronautical, automotive, health, 
manufacturing, energy and environment). 

Website https://www.ceit.es/en/ 

Contact (+34) 943 21 28 00; https://www.ceit.es/en/about-ceit/contact  

Tekniker 

 

Description Tekniker is a technology centre specialised in advanced manufacturing, surface 
engineering, product engineering and ICTs for manufacturing. Their mission is focused 
on bringing about growth and wellbeing for society at large through R&D&I actions and 
by furthering the competitiveness of our industrial fabric in a sustainable manner. 

Location Eibar (Parke Teknologikoa, C/ Iñaki Goenaga, 5, 20600 Eibar (Gipuzkoa)) 

Geographic scope Basque Country 

Thematic focus Advanced Manufacturing, Surface Engineering, Product Engineering and ICTs for 
manufacturing 

Support  

Website https://www.tekniker.es/en 

Contact +34 943 20 67 44; https://www.tekniker.es/en/contact  

NANOGUNE 

 

Description NANOGUNE’s objective is to place the Basque Country at the forefront of nanoscience 
research, thus contributing to the creation of the necessary conditions for society to 
benefit from a wide range of nanotechnologies. 

Location San Sebastian (Tolosa Hiribidea, 76, E-20018 Donostia – San Sebastian) 

Geographic scope Basque Country 

https://www.ceit.es/en/
https://www.ceit.es/en/about-ceit/contact
https://www.tekniker.es/en
https://www.tekniker.es/en/contact
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4. Bioeconomy education and training  

There is no dedicated university degree, master or PhD course on the bioeconomy, although there are 
degrees in biotechnology, biochemistry and pharmaceutical sciences There are no forestry or agriculture 
degrees, but biology, environmental sciences and geography are offered. 

The 5th Basque Vocational Training Plan, launched by the Basque Government, is a plan designed 
specifically to respond to the challenges of the 4th Industrial Revolution: environments, smart systems, 
digitalisation and connectivity, artificial intelligence, complexity management, sustainability, the field of 
biosciences and biotechnology, as well as new advanced processes in applied innovation in Vocational 
Training. All this implies the implementation of new methodologies aimed at High Performance 
Vocational Training to achieve a disruptive change in competitiveness and in employability. Different 
organisations and training centres work in vocational training. The most relevant for the bioeconomy is 
TKNIKA, the Centre for Research and Applied Innovation in Vocational Training, which has been 
transformed with the creation of new areas, to focus on biosciences and sustainability, including areas 
such as: agri-food, circular economy, smart green buildings, and biotechnology. 

 

Thematic focus Nanoscience 

Support Nanoscience and nanotechnology companies 

Website https://www.nanogune.eu/ 

Contact +34 943 574 000; nano@nanogune.eu  

TKNIKA 

 

Description Tknika is a centre promoted by the Deputy Ministry of Vocational Education and Training 
of the Education Department of the Basque Government. Innovation and applied 
research are at the core of Tknika in its ongoing efforts to place Basque Vocational 
Training at the European forefront. Through networking and direct involvement by the 
Basque Vocational Training teaching staff, the Centre develops innovative projects in the 
areas of technology, education and management. TKNIKA has been transformed with 
the creation of new areas, to focus on biosciences and sustainability, including areas 
such as: agri-food, circular economy, smart green buildings, and biotechnology. 

Location Zamalbide (Zamalbide Auzoa z/g, 20100 Errenteria (Gipuzkoa)) 

Thematic focus Research and applied innovation in vocational training 

Website https://tknika.eus/en/advanced-search/  

Contact +34 943 08 29 00; info@tknika.eus 

University of the 
Basque Country / 
Euskal Herriko 

 

https://www.nanogune.eu/
mailto:nano@nanogune.eu
https://tknika.eus/en/advanced-search/
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Unibertsitatea 
(UPV/EHU) 

Description The University of the Basque Country is the leading higher education institution in the 
Basque Country and one of the most important in Spain in terms of volume of teaching 
results, research, innovation and technological development. It is currently classed 
among the 400 best universities in the world, according to the Shanghai Ranking. The 
UPV/EHU is a public university with facilities in all the territories of the Basque 
Autonomous region. Three campuses (Álava, Bizkaia and Gipuzkoa), twenty study 
centres and an extensive academic offer of undergraduate and graduate courses are its 
academic references. More than 50,000 people attend the university daily. The 
UPV/EHU is a Campus of International Excellence, a status awarded by the Ministry of 
Education after an independent international assessment. In collaboration with 
Bordeaux University, it has been the driving force in setting up a cross-border campus 
that is unique in Europe. UPV/EHU is responsible for 70% of research in the Basque 
Country. This university provides a master “Circular economy: Application to the 
company”. 

Location Álava, Bizkaia and Gipuzkoa 

Thematic focus  

Website https://www.ehu.eus/en/en-home  

Contact https://www.ehu.eus/es/contact  

Mondragon 
Unibertsitatea 

 

Description It is a private university belonging to Mondragon Corporation, created by the merger of 
three educational cooperatives, which nowadays constitute the University’s Faculties: 

• Faculty of Engineering 

• Faculty of Business Studies 

• Faculty of Humanities and Education Sciences 

They provide 30 degrees related to the fields of Engineering, Business Management, 
Education, Communication, Gastronomy, Entrepreneurship and Cooperatives. About 
5,000 students are enrolled. 

Location Arrasate (Loramendi 4, 20500 Arrasate) 

Thematic focus  

Website https://www.mondragon.edu/en/home  

Contact +34 943 712 185; info@mondragon.edu  

University of Deusto 

 

https://www.ehu.eus/en/en-home
https://www.ehu.eus/es/contact
https://www.mondragon.edu/en/home
mailto:info@mondragon.edu
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5. Public agencies supporting forest bioeconomy 

The Basque agency for the promotion of innovation, called Innobasque, depends on the Basque 
government and supports innovation in all sectors, including the bioeconomy. They work in cooperation 
with Spri, the public agency for industrial development and Hazi, a public foundation in support of 
agriculture development and innovation.  

Description The University of Deusto is a private university with two campuses (Bizkaia and 
Gipuzkoa) and six faculties. They provide 42 degrees and double degrees and 44 master’s 
degrees. Degrees include Law, Business, Humanities, Engineering, Language and 
Communication, Psychology and Education, International Relations, Theology, Social 
Work and Tourism. 

Location Bilbao (Avenida de las Universidades, 24, 48007 - Bilbao – Bizkaia); San Sebastian 
(Camino de Mundaiz, 50, 20012 - San Sebastián - Guipuzkoa) 

Thematic focus  

Website https://www.deusto.es/cs/Satellite/deusto/en/university-deusto  

Contact web@deusto.es; +34 944 139 000 (Bilbao); +34 943 326 600 (San Sebastian) 

Tecnun - University of 
Navarra 

 

Description Tecnun-Engineering school is a part of the University of Navarra. 

Location San Sebastián (P° de Manuel Lardizabal, 13, San Sebastián, Gipuzkoa) 

Thematic focus  

Website https://www.unav.edu/en/home  

Contact  

Innobasque 

 

Description Innobasque serves to make the Basque Country a leading region for innovation in 
Europe. Their mission is to promote, in collaboration with other agents, the 
development of innovation from our position as a unique agent of the Basque Network 
of Science, Technology and Innovation (Red Vasca de Ciencia, Tecnología e Innovación). 

Location Zamudio (Bizkaiko Zientzia eta Teknologia Parkea - Laida Bidea 203 - 48170 Zamudio) 

Geographic scope Basque Country 

Thematic focus Entrepreneurship in the Basque country 

Support  

Website https://www.innobasque.eus/ 

https://www.deusto.es/cs/Satellite/deusto/en/university-deusto
mailto:web@deusto.es
https://www.unav.edu/en/home
https://www.innobasque.eus/
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Contact +34 944 209 488; innobasque@innobasque.eus 

Hazi 

 

Description Hazi’s objective is to boost the competitiveness and sustainability of the primary and 
food sector and the sustainable development of the rural and coastal environment. In 
the long term, Hazi intends to be an essential ally of the institutions and a reference for 
the primary sector. 

Location Arkaute (Granja Modelo s/n, 01192 Arkaute Araba) 

Abadiño (Muntsaratz 17 A, 48220 Abadiño Bizkaia) 

San Sebastián (Edificio Europa planta 3. Local 1, Zuatzu kalea, 9, 20018 Donostia 
Gipuzkoa) 

Geographic scope Basque Country 

Thematic focus Training, entrepreneurship support, innovation, management of subsidies, control and 
certification, integrated production, networking & cooperation, all linked to agri-food 
and forestry production and transformation as well to rural and marine development. 

Support Farmers, foresters, extension services, bio-based primary transformation industries 

Website https://www.hazi.eus  

Contact Arkaute: +34 945 00 32 40, Abadiño: +34 946 030 330, San Sebastián: +34 945 00 32 40, 
hazi@hazi.eus 

Spri (Development and 
Infrastructure 
department of the 
Basque Government) 

 

Description The Development and Infrastructure department of the Basque Government promotes 
the Basque industry. They work with companies to facilitate access to digitalisation, 
cybersecurity, and even to help set up the company. They help to look at the best way 
of expanding businesses in other countries or to look for physical spaces, pavilions or 
offices where to set up a company. They have resources to face any challenge and a 
global vision that helps to lead the way. 

Location Bilbao (Alda. Urquijo 36. 4th plta, Edif. Plaza Bizkaia – Bilbao) 

Geographic scope Basque Country 

Thematic focus Areas of Activity: Cluster policy, Cybersecurity, Digitalisation, Entrepreneurship, Funding, 
Industry 4.0, Infrastructures, Innovation, Internationalisation, Invest in Basque Country, 
Technology, Venture capital 

https://www.hazi.eus/
mailto:hazi@hazi.eus
https://www.spri.eus/en/who-we-are/
https://www.spri.eus/en/ris3-euskadi/cluster-policy/
https://www.basquecybersecurity.eus/en/
https://www.spri.eus/en/digitalisation/
https://www.spri.eus/en/entrepreneurship/
https://www.spri.eus/en/subsidies-to-basque-companies/
https://www.spri.eus/en/basque-industry/
https://www.spri.eus/en/infrastructures/
https://www.spri.eus/en/innovation/
https://www.spri.eus/en/internacionalizacion/
https://www.spri.eus/en/invest-in-the-basque-country/
https://www.spri.eus/en/technology/
https://www.spri.eus/en/venture-capital/
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6. Accelerators and incubators 

A list of 14 accelerators and incubators located in the Basque country has been compiled. Most of them 
focus on technology start-ups. Some focus on specific segments of technology, like Esri Spain on ArcGIS, 
EYWA SPACE on augmented and virtual reality and Bcc Culinary Action on gastronomic technology. We 
found that most start-ups and tech SMEs relevant for Forest Bioeconomy (see Section 8 on Start-ups and 
tech SMEs) have participated in the accelerator programmes BIC Bizkaia, Zitek and Metxa. The 
accelerators are a mix of private, government and university-related initiatives. The start-ups and tech 
SMEs who participated in these 14 accelerators and incubators were mostly located in the Basque country 
as well, although most programmes are not exclusive to Basque Country start-ups. A minority of the 
programmes offer funding of in the order of magnitude of €10k. 

 

Support Companies who are looking to specialise, digitalise, improve their international position, 
or for more affordable pavilions and offices. 

Website https://www.spri.eus/en/ 

Contact info@spri.eus; 900 92 93 93 

BIC Bizkaia 

 

Description The Basque Government and the Provincial Council of Bizkaia have jointly launched BIC 
Bizkaia. It is a project that aims to promote and accelerate the processes of business 
creation and innovation in Bizkaia, to generate economic activity and employment in the 
territory. Their focus is on technology start-ups. 

Location Derio (Astondo bidea, building 612 Scientific and Technology Park of Bizkaia 48160 
Derio) 

Geographic scope Bizkaia 

Thematic focus Advanced technology, high added-value technologies. Priority sectors are those using 
bio-micro-nano technologies, clean technologies and advanced manufacturing. 

Funding They organise investment rounds. 

Website https://bicbizkaia.eus/en/ 

Contact +34 94 403 06 06; info@bicbizkaia.eus  

Metxa (Metxa 
aceleradora de 
proyectos S.L)  

Description First accelerator located in the Basque Country. Their aim is to support and facilitate the 
growth of entrepreneurs by investing in their ideas. They provide three different 
acceleration programmes. 

Location Vitoria-Gasteiz (C/ San Prudencio 6, 2ª planta – 01005 Vitoria- Gasteiz) 

Geographic scope Basque country 

mailto:info@spri.eus
https://bicbizkaia.eus/en/
mailto:info@bicbizkaia.eus
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Thematic focus Innovating projects from all sectors 

Funding Metxa is backed by a group of investors who support specific projects that did one of 
the Metxa acceleration programmes. 

Website https://metxa.com  

Contact +34 656 78 46 10; hola@metxa.com   

Zitek 

 

Description Zitek is a programme that supports entrepreneurship at the Bizkaia Campus of the 
Universidad del País Vasco/Euskal Herriko Unibertsitatea. 

Location Leioa (Ed. Rectorado – Planta baja Campus de Bizkaia. Sarriena s/n. 48940 Leioa), Bilbao 
(Escuela de Ingeniería de Bilbao Plaza Ingeniero Torres Quevedo 1 48013 Bilbao), 
Portugalete (Escuela de Ingeniería de Bilbao 2ª María Díaz de Haro, 68 48920 
Portugalete) 

Geographic scope University community of the Bizkaia Campus of the Universidad del País Vasco/Euskal 
Herriko Unibertsitatea. 

Thematic focus Related to University community of the Bizkaia Campus of the Universidad del País 
Vasco/Euskal Herriko Unibertsitatea. 

Funding  

Website http://www.emprendedoreszitek.com/  

Contact zitek@ehu.eus; 94 601 27 51 (Leioa); 688 67 36 48 (Bilbao); 94 601 48 01 (Portugalete)
  

BerriUp 

 

Description Accelerator for technology start-ups based on the lean start-up methodology offering 
funding, mentoring, legal support, coworking space, etc. The accelerator programme 
takes 4 months. 

Location San Sebastián (Zuatzu, 7, Bajo 1 20018 – Donostia – San Sebastián Gipuzkoa) 

Geographic scope Spain 

Thematic focus Innovative technology start-ups 

Funding €50,000 in all projects that participate in exchange for 10% equity. €12,000 has to be 
paid back to BerriUp to cover the costs of the programme. 

Website https://www.berriup.com/  

Contact +34 943 942 117; berriup@berriup.com  

https://metxa.com/
mailto:hola@metxa.com
http://www.emprendedoreszitek.com/
https://www.berriup.com/
mailto:berriup@berriup.com
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EIT Food Accelerator 
Network - Bilbao 

 

Description The EIT Food Accelerator Network (FAN) is an accelerator programme delivered across 
Europe, supporting high-impact agri-food start-ups to maximise their success. If you get 
selected, you can choose from five locations; Bilbao is one of them. They provide the 
tools, connections, mentoring and a grant. They also provide the participants with a 30-
day training. 

Location Zamudio (Parque Tecnológico de Bizkaia. Lekandene. Laida Bidea 214. 48170 Zamudio, 
Bizkaia) 

Geographic scope Europe 

Thematic focus Agrifood 

Funding €15,000 grant to cover the costs of participation in the programme and support the 
business. 

Website https://www.eitfan.eu/bilbao 

Contact Juliet Bray +34 944 719 409; +34 696 270 237; juliet.bray@eitfood.eu  

Bind (Basque Industry 
Accelerator Program) 
4.0 

 

Description BIND 4.0 is a public-private accelerator programme located in the Basque Country, 
focused on Industry 4.0 start-ups. They have corporate partners (Leading 4.0 
Manufacturing, Energy, Healthcare and Agri-Food Companies) who award the start-ups 
with contracts up to €150,000. Further, the programme provides mentoring, networking 
possibilities and no equity is taken from the start-ups. 

Location  

Geographic scope International 

Thematic focus Industry 4.0. Start-ups with solutions applied to Advanced Manufacturing, Smart Energy, 
Health Tech or Food Tech fields. 

Funding Corporate partners award the start-ups with contracts up to €150,000 without taking 
equity. 

Website https://bind40.com/acceleration-program/ 

Contact Online form: https://bind40.com/contact/  

https://www.eitfan.eu/bilbao
mailto:juliet.bray@eitfood.eu
https://bind40.com/acceleration-program/
https://bind40.com/contact/
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Bilbao Berrikuntza 
Faktoria (BBF) 

 

Description BBF is a pioneer project of learning, innovation and entrepreneurship. It is driven and 
managed by Mondragon Unibersitatea and Grupo init. 

Location Bilbao (Uribitarte Kalea 6 – 48001 Bilbao, Biscay) 

Geographic scope  

Thematic focus  

Funding  

Website http://bbfaktoria.com/ 

Contact +34 944 25 51 62; info@bbfaktoria.com   

Inno Lab Bilbao (ILB) 

 

Description ILB is an innovation platform that connects businesses and technology in order to look 
for digital solutions to current business and social challenges. The platform is specialised 
in Artificial Intelligence and Data Analytics. They serve as a start-up accelerator. 

Location Bilbao (c/ Gordoniz, 44 1ª planta. 48002 Bilbao) 

Geographic scope Spain 

Thematic focus Projects in their initial stages that integrate digital technology in their value proposition. 
They are specialised in Artificial Intelligence and Data Analytics. 

Funding  

Website  https://www.ilb.eus/en/ 

Contact +34 946565818; +34 688759405; coordinacion@ilb.eus   

EYWA SPACE 

 

Description EYWA SPACE is a Venture Builder specialised in augmented reality and virtual reality. It 
is a collaborative ecosystem of start-ups focused on AR and VR that enjoy the synergies 
and links of the network. EYWA SPACE identifies business opportunities and they look 
for the most suitable entrepreneurs to build the business successfully. 

Location San Sebastián (Parque Empresarial de Zuatzu Edificio Zurriola, Planta 2 20018 San 
Sebastián) 

Geographic scope  

http://bbfaktoria.com/
mailto:info@bbfaktoria.com
https://www.ilb.eus/en/
mailto:coordinacion@ilb.eus
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Thematic focus Augmented reality and virtual reality 

Funding Seed capital and support to develop the financing plan 

Website https://www.eywa.space/  

Contact +34 943 205 861; info@eywa.space   

Deusto Kabi 

 

Description Deusto Kabi is an incubator of technology-based companies, driven by the Provincial 
Council of Bizkaia and the University of Deusto in order to support the creation of 
university spin-offs, where Beaz offers advice and support services to entrepreneurs.  

Location Bilbao (Universidad de Deusto. Campus Bilbao. Edificio ESIDE, planta 4, Avda. de las 
Universidades, 2448007 – Bilbao) 

Geographic scope Related to University of Deusto 

Thematic focus Technology and having a link with the University of Deusto. 

Funding  

Website https://www.deusto.es/cs/Satellite/deusto/es/emprendimiento-0/incubacion/conoce-
los-proyectos-de-nuestras-incubadoras/generico (List of start-ups); 
https://beaz.bizkaia.eus/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=52&Itemid
=233&lang=es-es 

Contact +34 944 139 108; emprendimiento@deusto.es  

Bridge to 
MassChallenge Biscay 

 

Description Bridge to MassChallenge Biscay is an international start-up competition that identifies 
and accelerates the top start-ups in Biscay and Gipuzko and connects those start-ups to 
the global market and MassChallenge's global network. 

Location  

Geographic scope Biscay and Gipuzkoa 

Thematic focus Innovative start-ups 

Funding  

Website http://more.masschallenge.org/biscay  

Contact sunanda@masschallenge.org   

https://www.eywa.space/
mailto:info@eywa.space
https://www.deusto.es/cs/Satellite/deusto/es/emprendimiento-0/incubacion/conoce-los-proyectos-de-nuestras-incubadoras/generico
https://www.deusto.es/cs/Satellite/deusto/es/emprendimiento-0/incubacion/conoce-los-proyectos-de-nuestras-incubadoras/generico
https://beaz.bizkaia.eus/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=52&Itemid=233&lang=es-es
https://beaz.bizkaia.eus/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=52&Itemid=233&lang=es-es
mailto:emprendimiento@deusto.es
http://more.masschallenge.org/biscay
mailto:sunanda@masschallenge.org
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KBi Digital 

 

Description KBi digital is the result of an agreement between Bilbao City Council and the Provincial 
Council of Bizkaia. This advanced incubator for digital entrepreneurship projects was set 
up with the main purpose of promoting entrepreneurship projects by both start-ups and 
established companies within the sector of the digital economy. 

Location Bilbao (Matiko Kalea, 6, 48007 Bilbao, Bizkaia) 

Geographic scope Bilbao Bizkaia region 

Thematic focus Digital economy 

Funding  

Website https://kbidigital.eus/en/kbi-digital/introduction/ 

Contact 944 20 53 79 info@kbidigital.eus  

Bcc Culinary Action 

 

Description Bcc Culinary Action has been attracting entrepreneurs, students, companies and 
industry, and society to make a real socio-economic impact on the gastronomy sector. 
They catalyse disruptive innovation by promoting sustainable start-ups and projects that 
are challenging the food system. 

Location San Sebastián (Paseo Juan Avelino Barriola, 101 20009 Donostia – San Sebastián, 
Gipuzkoa) 

Geographic scope  

Thematic focus Start-ups working in the field of gastronomic digitalisation and technology. 

Funding  

Website https://culinaryaction.com/  

Contact 943 574 500; culinaryaction@bculinary.com   

Incubadora Esri España 

 

Description Esri's start-up programmes aim to support companies that want to integrate ArcGIS into 
their product (or explore the possibility of doing so). 

Location  

Geographic scope Spain 

Thematic focus ArcGIS 

https://kbidigital.eus/en/kbi-digital/introduction/
mailto:info@kbidigital.eus
https://culinaryaction.com/
mailto:culinaryaction@bculinary.com
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7. Investors and venture capitalist companies 

Information on eight investor and venture capital firms located in the Basque country is detailed below. 
Most of these firms invest mainly in Spanish companies, with some of them focusing on the Basque 
country. Two investors listed here encompass a more international scope. Most of the investors and 
venture capitalists focus on technology start-ups and tech SMEs, with some of them having a narrower 
scope (e.g. Iberdrola on energy and Ysios capital on human healthcare and life sciences). In terms of 
investment volume, no generalisations can be made. The investment volume is highly dependent on the 
stage of the start-ups and tech SMEs. The investment volumes mentioned by the different investors 
ranged from €50,000 up to €20 million. 

 

Funding  

Website https://start-ups.esri.es/ 

Contact raul.jimenez@esri.es   

Orza 

 

Description ORZA is a direct investment entity, part of the ELKARKIDETZA and GEROA pension funds, 
which deals with the acquisition of shares in businesses. It supports the Basque business 
sector through expansion and internationalisation projects, MBO and MBI transactions, 
to resolve questions of corporate succession and in the substitution of minority 
shareholders. 

Location San Sebastián (Hondarribia nº 31 – 1º Esk. 20005 Donostia-San Sebastián) 

Geographic scope The scope of ORZA’s activity is preferably Vizcaya, Guipúzcoa, Álava and Navarra. 
However, other locations which allow to effectively manage partnerships are not ruled 
out. 

Thematic focus  

Investment For each investment, the minimum investment volume considered is 1.5 million euros. 
The guideline maximum volume is between 7-8 million euros, although ORZA may, in 
partnership with other entities, make larger investments. In addition, ORZA may 
undertake investments of up to 400,000 euros in recently created companies with hi-
tech profiles and growth potential. The perspective of ORZA is not short-term based, but 
permanent, for a longer permanence vocation than Private Equity entities. ORZA is a 
partner that can also finance the new stages of a company. ORZA's company 
shareholding is always less than 50%. Despite not having a majority, ORZA achieves a 
significant position within the business. 

Website http://www.orza.info/  

Contact +34 943 224 904; info@orza.info  

Iberdrola (Iberdrola - 
PERSEO International 
Start-up Program) 

 

https://startups.esri.es/
mailto:raul.jimenez@esri.es
http://www.orza.info/
mailto:info@orza.info
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Description The Iberdrola - PERSEO International Start-up Program, is aimed at facilitating the 
group's access to the technologies of the future and promoting the creation and 
development of a global and dynamic ecosystem of technology companies and 
entrepreneurs of the electricity sector. The programme contributes to developing and 
boosting an innovative corporate fabric in the energy sector. It focusses on technologies 
and business models that improve the sustainability of the energy model through 
increased electrification and the decarbonisation of the economy. 

Location Bilbao (Iberdrola Corporate Headquarter: Plaza Euskadi, 5 48009 Bilbao, Bizkaia) 

Geographic scope International. Mainly Spain, UK and US. 

Thematic focus Energy 

Investment €500,000 to €3 million (first rounds); Co-investment with venture capital companies and 
funds 

Website  https://www.iberdrola.com/innovation/international-start-up-program-perseo 

Contact https://www.iberdrola.com/contact; +34 944 151 411  

All Iron Ventures 

 

Description All Iron Ventures invests anywhere technology can improve poor customer experience 
and inefficient business processes. All Iron Ventures invests mainly in marketplaces but 
is open to invest in other models across most sectors. All Iron Ventures selects 
Businesses based on 8 criteria: large and growing addressable market, market leader 
potential, proven business model, initial unit economics & traction, scalability & capital 
efficiency, defensible competitive advantages, execution know-how, outstanding team. 

Location Bilbao (Gran Vía Don Diego López de Haro 2, 8th floor); Madrid (María de Molina 54, 2º 
piso) 

Geographic scope Mostly Spain but also international. 

Thematic focus Technology 

Investment Pre-series A focus, yet flexible across all stages. 

Website http://www.alliron.vc  

Contact info@alliron.vc   

Tecnalia Ventures 

 

Description Tecnalia Ventures supports Tecnalia to transfer its technology to the market. They offer 
services such as: acceleration programmes, entrepreneurs club, technology transfer 
training programmes, support for business diversification, set up of proof-of-concept 
funds, etc. They aim to turn innovative technological assets into new profitable and 
sustainable businesses. 

https://www.iberdrola.com/contact
http://www.alliron.vc/
mailto:info@alliron.vc
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Location Derio (Parque Científico y Tecnológico de Bizkaia; T4 – C/Geldo, Edificio 700; 48160 
Derio) 

Geographic scope  

Thematic focus Energy and environment, health, sustainable construction, industry and transport, 
information and communication technology 

Investment Tecnalia ventures has two funds. Omega fund and FIK fund. OMEGA fund stands at the 
equivalent of €6.5 million per year. FIK fund stands for a level of investment of €21 
million over a period of 10 years. 

Website https://www.tecnaliaventures.com/?lang=en  

Contact 902 760 000 (from Spain); +34 946 430 850 (from abroad) ventures@tecnalia.com 
  

Hasten ventures 

 

Description Hasten Ventures brings the knowledge and networks of contacts generated in years of 
experience in launching and managing new businesses. They participate together with 
institutions, research organisations, investors, start-ups and corporations in making 
good businesses happen. They are active in the fields of funding, corporate innovation, 
venture building and tech transfer. 

Location Bilbao (Gran Via 19-21, 2a planta 48001 Bilbao; c/ Gordoniz 44, 1a planta 48002 Bilbao), 
Navarra (Pio XII 31, 1a planta 31008 Pamplona/Iruña), Madrid (c/Velázquez, 12 28001 
Madrid) 

Geographic scope Focus on Southern Europe. 

Thematic focus Science and technology. 

Investment Specialised in seed, early-stage and pre-series A investments. Strong focus on early-
stage M&A deals. 

Website http://www.hasten.es/  

Contact info@hasten.es   

Sabadell B start-up 

 

Description BStart-up Program is a Banco Sabadell initiative to support young companies in 
developing their projects with the maximum guarantee of success. 

Location A total of 50 offices specialised in start-ups. Three in the Basque country: Bilbao (G Vía 
Don Diego Lopez Haro 46, Bilbao 48011, Tel. 944236700), San Sebastiián (Av. De La 
Libertad, 21, Sant Sebastián 20004, Tel. 943418114) and Vitoria (Postas, 37, Vitoria 
01004, Tel. 945250555) 

https://www.tecnaliaventures.com/?lang=en
mailto:ventures@tecnalia.com
http://www.hasten.es/
mailto:info@hasten.es
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Geographic scope Focus on Spain. 

Thematic focus Companies with a technological and digital basis, with strong growth potential and 
scalable and innovative business models. Additionally, BStart-up has launched BStart-up 
Health, a programme to support health projects. 

Investment They have two investment vehicles:  

BStart-up10: for start-ups during the initial phases. This programme invests € 1,000,000 
each year in a minimum of 10 start-ups in seed or early-stage phases, up to 100,000 
euros per project, in exchange for a share in social capital.  

Sabadell Venture Capital: for start-ups seeking series A or B. Investment vehicle aimed 
at companies that want to boost their growth via pre-series A onwards investment 
rounds. They invest from € 200,000 to € 1,000,000 initially per company and may reach 
investments of up to €2 million accompanying in successive rounds of investment 

Website https://bstart-up.bancsabadell.com/ 

Contact bstart-up@bancsabadell.com   

Easo Ventures 

 

Description Easo Ventures is a Basque and Private Venture Capital Company that was created with 
the aim of accompanying people and companies that have a clear growth project, 
providing investment, advice and experience. They offer an investment programme 
according to the type of project under development with a clear growth strategy. They 
provide the experience and knowledge of a team of mentors who collaborate with Easo 
Ventures. They collaborate with BerriUp accelerator for phase 0. 

Location San Sebastián (Zuatzu 7, Edificio UROLA, Bajo 1. 20018 Donostia – San Sebastián) 

Geographic scope Basque country 

Thematic focus  

Investment €50,000 in Phase 0; €100,000-1,000,000 in Phase 1 

Website https://www.easoventures.com/ 

Contact easo@easoventures.com; 943 942 117  

Ysios capital 

 

Description Ysios Capital is an independent venture capital firm that provides private equity 
financing to early- and mid-stage human healthcare and life science companies. 

Location  

Geographic scope Europe and the US, with a special interest in Spain. 

Thematic focus Human healthcare and life science companies. They target the biotechnology industry, 
with an exclusive focus on therapeutics. 

https://bstartup.bancsabadell.com/
mailto:bstartup@bancsabadell.com
https://www.easoventures.com/
mailto:easo@easoventures.com
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8. Start-ups and tech SMEs 

The start-ups and technological SME ecosystem in the Basque Country focusses on biotechnology, more 
specifically in the biomedical and biopharma market segments. However, the start-ups and tech SMEs in 
these two market segments, along with those operating energy (both energy efficiency and renewable 
energy: solar and wind) and circular economy (of non-biomaterials), are not included in the list, which 
aims at capturing innovation in the forest bioeconomy. Nevertheless, most of the forest bioeconomy 
start-ups and tech SMEs in the Basque country also operate in the field of biotechnology. These are the 
biotech start-ups based on lignocellulose raw materials. A considerable number of those biotech start-
ups produce advanced materials.  

Further, of the Basque forest bioeconomy start-ups and tech SMEs, many function in the market 
segments of agri-food, forestry 4.0 and timber construction. The companies in the forestry 4.0 market 
segment strive for digitalisation in the forestry sector. Many of the companies labelled with the market 
segment timber construction are in the category “Companies with future potential in Forest 
Bioeconomy”. This means their current market segment would not be mainly timber construction but 
there is a potential for them to function in this market segment. Also, a few companies working in the 
market segments of rural tourism and bioenergy were identified. 

The market segments which could be most easily expanded are forestry 4.0 and timber construction as 
many companies in the categories “Companies with links to Forest Bioeconomy” and “Companies with 
future potential in Forest Bioeconomy” have the potential to respectively expand and incorporate 
products and/or services in these market segments. Another market segment with many opportunities is 
rural tourism because of the characteristics of the Basque Country region and the limited amount of 
companies detected in this market segment. Nevertheless, it has to be mentioned that there are 
opportunities for new start-ups and tech SMEs in all market segments of forest bioeconomy.  

8.1 Forest bioeconomy companies 

Investment Early- and mid-stage. Typically, their investments range from €5 million to €20 million, 
including additional capital for follow-on investments. 

Website http://www.ysioscapital.com/ 

Contact +34 94 310 82 19 (San Sebastian), +34 93 517 35 45 (Barcelona); ysios@ysioscapital.com  

Comadera (Comadera 
Ecommerce S.L.) 

 

Market segment Timber construction, Forestry 4.0 

Description Comadera provides an online solution that connects clients to woodworkers. The 
customer defines what they are looking for (door, stairs, floor, etc.) and Comadera looks 
for the best deal out of 100 providers. They are the main online provider of wood in 
Spain and Portugal. 

Location Azpeitia (CALLE ENPARAN, 30 – BJ 20730 Azpeitia Gipuzkoa) 

Accelerator(s) Berriup 

Investor(s) Easo Ventures 

http://www.ysioscapital.com/
mailto:ysios@ysioscapital.com
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Website https://comadera.com/ 

Contact +34 688 778 234; comercial@comadera.com   

Corowai 

 

Market segment Timber construction 

Description Corowai sells building kits for DIY wooden treehouses. 

Location  

Accelerator(s) Metxa 

Investor(s)  

Website https://www.corowai.es/ 

Contact  +34 678 565 233; info@corowai.es  

UKNatura 

 

Market segment Timber construction 

Description UKNatura does environmental education and ecological construction. 

Location Portugalete (Calle Maria diaz de haro (lo ca l), 68, Portugalete, 48920 , Bizkaia) 

Accelerator(s) Zitek 

Investor(s)  

Website Offline (http://uknatura.org/), Facebook: (https://www.facebook.com/UKnatura-
Bioeraikuntza-Ingurugiroa-736490099829300/) 

Contact  info.uknatura@gmail.com; 692705471 / 646742241  

Aibrim 

 

Market segment Advanced materials, biotech 

https://comadera.com/
mailto:comercial@comadera.com
https://www.corowai.es/
mailto:info@corowai.es
http://uknatura.org/
https://www.facebook.com/UKnatura-Bioeraikuntza-Ingurugiroa-736490099829300/
https://www.facebook.com/UKnatura-Bioeraikuntza-Ingurugiroa-736490099829300/
mailto:info.uknatura@gmail.com
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Description Aibrim is a technology platform to develop new products from biomass waste (from 
agriculture, forestry and wood industry). They sell patents of products that can be used 
in the construction sector. 

Location  

Accelerator(s)  

Investor(s)  

Website http://aibrim.com 

Contact Dr. Juan Carlos Torres; info@aibrim.com  

Biosyncaucho S.L. 

 

Market segment Biotech, advanced materials 

Description Biosyncaucho is a technology-based company created to develop chemical products 
with high added value from renewable raw materials. They produce 1,3-butadiene, a 
chemical compound which is used in the production of rubber for tyres. 

Location Derio (Parque Científico y Tecnológico de Bizkaia Astondo Bidea Ed 612 (BIC Bizkaia). 
E48160 Elexalde Derio.) 

Accelerator(s) BIC Bizkaia 

Investor(s) Tecnalia Ventures 

Website http://biokemik.eu/  

Contact  +34 667 101 436; info@biokemik.eu  

Bizkares 

 

Market segment Biotech 

Description Bizkares is a technology-based company focused on the production and transformation 
of forest and agri-food bioproducts through novel solutions which create value and 
address climate and environmental challenges.  

Location Bilbao (Alameda Mazarredo Nº 65, 7º izq C.P: 48009 Bilbao – Bizkaia.) 

Accelerator(s)  

Investor(s)  

Website https://bizkares.com/  

Contact info@bizkares.com; +34 696 50 26 74  

http://aibrim.com/
mailto:info@aibrim.com
http://biokemik.eu/
https://bizkares.com/
mailto:info@bizkares.com
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Evolgene (Evolgene 
Genomics SL) 

 

Market segment Biotech, advanced materials 

Description Evolgene designs and selects enzymes with unprecedented enhanced properties. They 
have developed a novel and unique process to produce cellulose nanocrystals. This 
biomaterial is obtained from different cellulose sources using ancestral enzymes. 

Location San Sebastián (Tolosa hiribidea 76, E-20018 Donostia San Sebastián) 

Accelerator(s)  

Investor(s) Hasten Ventures 

Website https://evolgene.com/ 

Contact info@evolgene.com   

Ekobideak 

 

Market segment Rural tourism 

Description Ekobideak provides touristic and educative products and services related to geology and 
the environment. 

Location Leioa (Zitek, Edificio Rectorado - Planta baja, Módulo 5 Barrio Sarriena s/n, Campus de 
Bizkaia, UPV/EHU 48940, Leioa, Bizkaia) 

Accelerator(s) Zitek 

Investor(s)  

Website https://www.ekobideak.com/  

Contact  +34 666 85 77 61; +34 688 62 72 42; ekobideak@gmail.com   

EcoAgricultor 
(Naturvegan Ecológico 
S.L.) 

 

Market segment Agri-food 

Description EcoAgricultor is a webshop for ecologic products and promotes the production and 
consumption of ecologic products by providing information about them. 

Location San Sebastián (Zuatzu Kalea 7, bajo 1 20018 Donostia-San Sebastián Gipuzkoa) 

Accelerator(s) Berriup 

Investor(s)  

Website https://www.ecoagricultor.com/ 

https://evolgene.com/
mailto:info@evolgene.com
https://www.ekobideak.com/
mailto:ekobideak@gmail.com


 

Basque Country Bioregion  

 

 

www.bioregions.efi.int  Page | 43 
 

 

 

 

Contact  +34 617820551; tienda@ecoagricultor.com 

Aleovitro S.L. 

 

Market segment Biotech, agri-food 

Description Aleo Vitro was founded with the purpose of promoting the development of biological 
and chemical sectors in the agricultural environment. Aleo Vitro was created to foster 
an untapped market niche, as the development of specific biostimulants for mycorrhizas 
related to vegetal species of high added value, both agricultural, fruit and forest. The 
domestication of mushrooms like Pleurotus Eryngii, Boletus Edulis and Terfezia Arenaria 
are the first goals and achievements. 

Location Derio (Parque Tecnologico Empresarial (ed 612), PISO 1, Derio, 48160, Bizkaia) 

Accelerator(s) BIC Bizkaia 

Investor(s)  

Website No website, source: https://bicbizkaia.eus/en/empresa/aleo-vitro/  

Contact eochoa@aleovitro.com   

Biofungitek 
(Biofungitek, SL) 

 

Market segment Biotech, agri-food 

Description Biofungitek creates crop protection solutions that contribute to long-term ecological 
balance and a healthy environment. They are dedicated to the development of plant 
nutrition and protection products which combine efficacy, safety and minimal impact on 
the environment. 

Location Derio (Parque Científico y Tecnológico de Bizkaia Astondo Bidea (Building 612) 48160 
Derio, Spain) 

Accelerator(s) BIC Bizkaia 

Investor(s)  

Website http://www.biofungitek.com/ 

Contact  +34 946120284; info@biofungitek.com  

Aristeo Pharma 

 

mailto:tienda@ecoagricultor.com
https://bicbizkaia.eus/en/empresa/aleo-vitro/
mailto:eochoa@aleovitro.com
http://www.biofungitek.com/
mailto:info@biofungitek.com
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Market segment Agri-food 

Description ARISTEO PHARMA is a company dedicated to the assembly, handling and care of the Apis 
mellifera bee; to the production, harvesting, transformation and commercialisation of 
apitoxin. The well-being of the bees is always a priority. 

Location Barakaldo (Calle Fandería 2, 309. 48901 Barakaldo) 

Accelerator(s)  

Investor(s)  

Website https://www.aristeobeevenom.com/  

Contact  +34 683 66 31 23; info@aristeobeevenom.com  

Licores Lujo  

Market segment Agri-food 

Description Licores Lujo makes and sells artisan liquors with classic and special tastes. A part of the 
materials used for production are grown on Mount Bolintxu in Bilbao. 

Location Basauri ( Avenida Cervantes 51 (Pol. Ind Denak) P-10.4º Basauri / Bizkaia-Vizcaya) 

Accelerator(s)  

Investor(s)  

Website https://licoreslujo.com/home.html  

Contact 0034 677 27 13 96; licoreslujo@gmail.com   

Satisbasque 

 

Market segment Agri-food 

Description Satisbasque produces and commercialises a tonic aperitive. This aperitive is based on 
traditional uses of the root of the Cannabis plant. Further, they explore new 
functionalities as a bittering and fixative agent. 

Location  

Accelerator(s) Metxa 

Investor(s)  

Website https://www.satibasque.com/ 

Contact    

https://www.aristeobeevenom.com/
https://licoreslujo.com/home.html
mailto:licoreslujo@gmail.com
https://www.satibasque.com/
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8.2 Companies with links to forest bioeconomy 

 

 

Dronak 

 

Market segment Forestry 4.0 

Description Dronak is a technology company whose focus is on using robot technology to 
complement humans. Dronak provides services in sectors such as environment, the 
agriculture of precision, topography, engineering, security and logistics, among others. 

Location Bilbao (C/ Iparraguirre 34, 2ºD 48011- Bilbao, Bizkaia) 

Accelerator(s) BIC Bizkaia 

Investor(s)  

Website https://dronak.com/ 

Contact  +34 944 742 794; info@dronak.com   

ttak! Drone Works 

 

Market segment Forestry 4.0 

Description ttak! Drone Works provides aerial film and photography services with RPAS (Remotely 
Piloted Aircraft System) technology. Further, they provide editing and analysis services. 
For the forestry sector they can provide services related to forest inventories and control 
of the state of plantations. There are also potential applications related to forest fires. 

Location Vitoria-Gasteiz (C/ EXTREMADURA 11, 3ºB VITORIA-GASTEIZ) 

Accelerator(s) Metxa 

Investor(s)  

Website https://ttakdroneworks.com/ 

Contact  +34 690651351; info@ttakdroneworks.com 

Ingreen (Ingreen 
Innovación S.L) 

 

Market segment Timber construction 

Description Ingreen does engineering for the construction sector incorporating values of the 21st 
century and using digitalisation. Integration of sustainability is a priority (experience with 
using carbon footprint as an instrument to make decisions). 

Location Bilbao (PASEO URIBITARTE 6, 48020 BILBAO); Madrid (Calle Vivero, 5, Piso 2.1, 28040 
Madrid) 

https://dronak.com/
mailto:info@dronak.com
https://ttakdroneworks.com/
mailto:info@ttakdroneworks.com
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Accelerator(s) Inno Lab Bilbao (ILB) 

Investor(s)  

Website https://www.ingreen.es/ 

Contact  admin@ingreen.es; +34 659162001  

VL Kimiker Group (V&L 
CHEM, S.L.; 
Valorización y Logística 
Ambiental, S. L. L.; 
KIMIKER Chemical 
Research, S.L.) 

 

Market segment Biotech, bioenergy 

Description They work in the field of chemical and environmental technology and have the objective 
of being the reference in the industry with the scope of sustainable development. VL 
Kimiker Group offers diversified and innovative services. They look for solutions that 
generate added value for their clients and society, using the values of circular economy 
and the objectives of sustainable development. Some of their projects are biodiesel, 
valorisation of waste and industrial composting. 

Location Zamudio (Edificio SPRI - Polígono Pinoa Avda. Pinoa 8, Pab. 26 E-48170 Zamudio - Bizkaia) 

Accelerator(s) Zitek 

Investor(s)  

Website http://vl-kimiker.com/ 

Contact  +34 944 632 889; info@vl-kimiker.com   

Anbiolab (Anbiotek 
Biotechnologies SL.) 

 

Market segment Biotech 

Description Anbiolab provides consultancy and advice. They apply innovation and development of 
biomolecular analysis, in sectors such as food, environment, livestock and agriculture. 

Location Derio (BIC Bizkaia Astondo bidea, edificio nº 612 Parque Científico y Tecnológico de 
Bizkaia 48160 Derio) 

Accelerator(s) BIC Bizkaia 

Investor(s)  

Website https://www.anbiolab.com/ 

Contact  +34 688 72 35 81  

https://www.ingreen.es/
mailto:admin@ingreen.es
http://vl-kimiker.com/
mailto:info@vl-kimiker.com
https://www.anbiolab.com/
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8.3 Companies with future potential in forest bioeconomy 

 

Biotalde 

 

Market segment Biotech 

Description As a consultancy company, Biotalde provides services for protection against biological 
risks and to guarantee the biological behaviour of products and processes. Their fields 
of action are food safety, environmental health and bio-health-biotechnology. Their 
services include water analysis, environmental quality analysis, air quality testing, 
environmental consultancy, among many others. 

Location Derio (Polígono Industrial San Isidro II, Idorsolo, 15 – Dpto 3.2, 48160 Derio) 

Accelerator(s)  

Investor(s)  

Website https://www.biotalde.com/  

Contact info@biotalde.com; 944 566 589  

Stoor 

 

Market segment Timber construction 

Description Stoor creates a platform where architects can offer their building plans/projects to the 
market. One specific building plan can be purchased by multiple people, which reduces 
the costs significantly. As it is a sharing platform, the Spanish newspaper El Correo called 
them the Uber of architecture (https://stoor.pro/el-uber-de-la-arquitectura/).  

Location  

Accelerator(s)  

Investor(s)  

Website https://stoor.pro 

Contact  support@stoor.pro; press@stoor.pro  

Kartenspace 

 

Market segment Forestry 4.0 

Description Kartenspace uses remote sensing for industry objectives like market intelligence, place 
monitoring and change control. 

https://www.biotalde.com/
mailto:info@biotalde.com
https://stoor.pro/el-uber-de-la-arquitectura/
https://stoor.pro/
mailto:support@stoor.pro
mailto:press@stoor.pro
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Location Vitoria-Gasteiz (C/ Arriuridina 11, C.P: 01015 Vitoria-Gasteiz Álava) 

Accelerator(s) Bind 4.0 

Investor(s)  

Website https://kartenspace.com/ 

Contact  +34 644 402 619; info@kartenspace.com   

Arquinea 

 

Market segment Timber construction 

Description Arquinea is an architecture and design company. One of their specialties is energy-
efficient rehabilitation of facades which causes a reduction in CO2 emission. 

Location Portugalete (C/ Luis Galdós 8, 48920 – Portugalete, Bizkaia) 

Accelerator(s) Zitek 

Investor(s)  

Website https://arquinea.es/  

Contact info@arquinea.es; 946 526 095  

Insignia Rehabilitación y 
Arquitectura 

 

Market segment Timber construction 

Description Insignia does rehabilitation of facades and structures. They also do insulation of facades.  

Location Getxo (C/ Las Mercedes 23, 6º planta (Edif. Abra) 48930 – Getxo Bizkaia) 

Accelerator(s) Zitek 

Investor(s)  

Website https://obrasinsignia.com/  

Contact +34 944 952 554; https://obrasinsignia.com/contacto/ contact form  

Lycolab (Lycolab SLL) 

 

Market segment Biotech 

https://kartenspace.com/
mailto:info@kartenspace.com
https://arquinea.es/
mailto:info@arquinea.es
https://obrasinsignia.com/
https://obrasinsignia.com/contacto/
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9. Events 

9.1 Entrepreneurship events 

The Basque country holds several international sporting, gastronomic and cultural events, with venue 
facilities of international standards. Here, we list interesting entrepreneurship events for Basque 
entrepreneurs. One of them (Biscay Bay Start-up Campus) is specifically focused on young entrepreneurs. 

Description Lycolab claims they are the world’s only manufacturer of natural collagen. They produce 
this collagen from the snail variety Helix aspersa. This collagen can be used in the health 
and cosmetics industry. Their values include sustainability and environmental 
responsibility, the commitment to advancing biotechnology and the delivery of 
maximum quality. 

Location Vitoria-Gasteiz (Parque Tecnológico de Álava Edificio BIC, C/ Albert Einstein 15 01510 
Vitoria-Gasteiz, Álava) 

Accelerator(s) Metxa 

Investor(s)  

Website https://lycolab.com/en/ 

Contact  +34 945711033; info@lycolab.com  

POLEYKEY 

 

Market segment Biotechnology 

Description POLYKEY is a company acting as a provider of solutions and producer of innovative 
polymer materials. POLYKEY provides on-demand R&D services for academic 
laboratories and R&D departments of high-tech industrial groups. They also offer to their 
clients a catalogue of their own products that are designed to address current needs of 
polymer chemistry field. 

Location San Sebastian (Tolosa Hiribidea,72, 20018 Donostia, Gipuzkoa) 

Accelerator(s)  

Investor(s)  

Website https://polykey.eu/  

Contact info@polykey.eu; +34 94 301 55 66 

CITA Emprende 

 

Description CITA|Emprende is the meeting point for SMEs, start-ups and investors who want to 
meet and explore possibilities for collaboration in the field of Open Innovation, as well 

https://lycolab.com/en/
mailto:info@lycolab.com
https://polykey.eu/
mailto:info@polykey.eu
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as to promote intra-company entrepreneurship. Its main purpose is to facilitate 
innovation and diversification in existing SMEs and the growth and development of start-
ups. 

Their last edition was about digitalisation. It was a virtual event in which start-ups that 
stand out in their different fields, especially due to their enormous performance in 
digitalisation, shared their vision and the keys to their success to a forum made up of 
managers from SMEs and other start-ups. 

Location  

Geographic scope  

Theme  

Website http://www.citaemprende.eus/  

Contact  

Biscay Bay Start-up 
Campus 

 

Description Biscay Bay Start-up Campus is the largest event of young entrepreneurs in southern 
Europe. They bring together people who think big, who notice what is missing, who see 
the opportunities and who are not afraid to change the world. Their mission is to support 
and create the new generation of innovators. 

Location Portugalete (Maria Diaz de Haro Kalea, 68, T.7, 48920 Portugalete, Bizkaia) 

Geographic scope Southern Europe 

Theme Young entrepreneurs 

Website https://biscaybaystart-upcampus.com/en/  

Contact hola@biscaybaystart-upcampus.com  

B – Venture 

 

Description B – Venture is the biggest entrepreneurship event of northern Spain. More than 400 
start-ups participated in the four past editions. 

Location Bilbao 

Geographic scope Northern Spain 

Theme  

Website https://www.b-venture.com  

Contact info@b-venture.com  

http://www.citaemprende.eus/
https://biscaybaystartupcampus.com/en/
mailto:hola@biscaybaystartupcampus.com
https://www.b-venture.com/
mailto:info@b-venture.com


 

Basque Country Bioregion  

 

 

www.bioregions.efi.int  Page | 51 
 

9.2 Bioeconomy events 

 

AseBio Investor Day 

 

Description AseBio, the Spanish Bioindustry Association, organises this event to allow Spanish 
innovative biotechnology projects to be introduced to an audience of leading 
international investors and pharmaceutical & industrial companies. The event working 
language is English. 

Location  

Geographic scope Spanish start-ups and tech SMEs (and international investors and pharmaceutical & 
industrial companies) 

Theme Biotechnology 

Website https://asebioevents.com/investorday/  

Contact dfernandez@asebio.com; ecampos@asebio.com; secretariageneral@asebio.com; +34 
912 109 374  

Semana de la madera 
(Wood week) 

 

Description The Basque Forestry-Timber sector organises a week dedicated to making its context 
known to the Basque society. 

Location  

Geographic scope Basque Country 

Theme Forestry & Timber 

Website https://baskegur.eus/2019/05/27/semana-de-la-madera/; 
https://baskegur.eus/2020/10/02/baskegur-celebrara-del-12-al-18-de-octubre-su-vi-
semana-de-la-madera-de-forma-online/  

Contact (+34) 944 543 020;  

Egurtek 

 

Description Egurtek is a meeting forum on architecture and wood construction, where participants 
can also learn about other uses and techniques of this material. 

Location Bilbao exhibition centre (Ronda de Azkue 1 48902 Ansio-Barakaldo) 

Geographic scope  

Theme Architecture and wood construction 

https://asebioevents.com/investorday/
mailto:dfernandez@asebio.com
mailto:ecampos@asebio.com
mailto:secretariageneral@asebio.com
https://baskegur.eus/2019/05/27/semana-de-la-madera/
https://baskegur.eus/2020/10/02/baskegur-celebrara-del-12-al-18-de-octubre-su-vi-semana-de-la-madera-de-forma-online/
https://baskegur.eus/2020/10/02/baskegur-celebrara-del-12-al-18-de-octubre-su-vi-semana-de-la-madera-de-forma-online/
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10. Forest- or innovation-related information sources 

Three information sources for Basque start-ups and tech SMEs are described. They serve to provide 
relevant information to Basque entrepreneurs and to promote Basque start-ups and tech SMEs. 
Moreover, BaskEgur, the regional association representing the wood sector, provides some forestry-
related news and information on its website. 

  

 

Website https://egurtek.bilbaoexhibitioncentre.com/  

Contact +34 94 404 00 00; bec@bec.eu 

Up!Euskadi 

 

Description Information for and about the Basque entrepreneurship system. Start-ups can use this 
platform to find accelerator programs and investors. Further, they can contribute their 
information, which will be used to make the start-up more widely known. 

Location Bilbao (SPRI Alameda Urquijo, 36 - 4ª Planta Edificio plaza Bizkaia- 48011 Bilbao) 

Geographic scope Basque country 

Theme Entrepreneurship in the Basque country 

Website https://upeuskadi.spri.eus/en/  

Contact +34 94 403 70 00; info@spri.eus  

Basque start-ups 

 

Description Basque Start-ups is an association open to all start-ups of the Basque Country or all start-
ups that want to enter the Basque start-up ecosystem. Their mission is to promote the 
Basque start-up brand in the local and international market. 

Location  

Geographic scope Basque country 

Theme Entrepreneurship in the Basque country 

Website https://basquestart-ups.eu  

Contact basquestart-upassociation@gmail.com  

https://egurtek.bilbaoexhibitioncentre.com/
https://upeuskadi.spri.eus/en/
mailto:info@spri.eus
https://basquestartups.eu/
mailto:basquestartupassociation@gmail.com
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Gananzia 

 

Description Online magazine for the Basque entrepreneur. 

Location  

Geographic scope Basque country 

Theme Entrepreneurship in the Basque country 

Website https://gananzia.com  

Contact  

Baskegur 

 

Description Baskegur is the professional association representing the Basque wood sector, 
incorporating the whole value chain, being the voluntary meeting body and advisory 
centre of the sector and its associated industries. They provide some wood and forestry-
related news and information on their website. 

Location Zamudio (Parque Científico y Tecnológico de Bizkaia Kanala Bidea. Edificio 103, 48170 
Zamudio, Bizkaia) 

Geographic scope Basque Country 

Theme Collaboration and advisory services, consultation and guidance on competitiveness, 
internationalisation, environment, training and communication 

Website https://baskegur.eus/  

Contact (+34) 944 543 020, https://baskegur.eus/contactar-con-baskegur/  

https://gananzia.com/
https://baskegur.eus/
https://baskegur.eus/contactar-con-baskegur/
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A1. Objectives and methodology 

A1.1. Aim 

This regional profile aims at providing a summarised economical portrait of the Basque Country that 
would be of interest for international forest bioeconomy actors (Introduction chapter), and at capturing 
the current actors in the Basque forest bioeconomy ecosystem (Meet the actors chapter). Information on 
Basque clusters, leading companies, research and technological centres, bioeconomy education and 
training, public agencies, accelerators, investors, start-ups, events and information sources is provided. 
This information can be used to assess the focus of the Basque bioeconomy sector and to identify 
opportunities. The sections on accelerators and investors can provide very useful information to start-ups 
and tech SMEs in the forest bioeconomy sector. 

A1.2. Methodology 

Although the Bioregions Facility focusses on the forest bioeconomy, it is in the interest of the readers to 
have a broader scope and discover key figures and actors of other sectors of the bioeconomy. Therefore, 
the regional profiles include other bioeconomy activities that are not linked to forestry products, but 
which are relevant in the regional economy. For example, for the Basque Country, actors on bioeconomy 
linked to agri-food and rural tourism are also presented. Similarly, when introducing the region, a general 
portrait of the regional economic activities and R&D specificities is presented. At the Bioregions Facility, 
we understand the bioeconomy not as a new, separate economic sector, but as a “biologisation” of 
existing economic activities and industrial sectors. In consequence, it is of crucial importance to know 
them, as they are the actors that could embrace the bioeconomy. 

Currently, only actors – companies, clusters, research and technological centres, accelerators, investors, 
events, etc. – located inside the Basque Country are included. In the future, it might be interesting to also 
include actors that are not located in the region, but which have the Basque Country as a part of their 
geographic field of work. 

The actors presented in the Meet the actors chapter are grouped in ten categories. The first one 
presented is clusters. The second category is leading companies. The following categories are research & 
technological centres, bioeconomy education and training, public agencies supporting forest 
bioeconomy, accelerators, investors, start-ups & tech SMEs, events and information sources. For the 
leading companies, bioeconomy may only be a minor part of their business, but because of their big 
volume of production and extensive marketing capacities, the absolute amount of bio-based products 
they trade is considerable.  

In the category start-ups and tech SMEs, we considered that a company is relevant when the company is 
related to or has a potential application in the forest bioeoconomy. All the identified companies that 
correspond to this requirement were subsequently divided into three sub-categories: Forest bioeconomy 
companies, Companies with link to forest bioeconomy and Companies with future potential in forest 
bioeconomy. The decision tree supporting this classification can be found in Figure 9. If the company’s 
current focus is on forest bioeconomy, it is included in Forest bioeconomy companies. If the company has 
a certain product or service which is currently being applied to the forest bioeconomy, it can be found 
under Companies with link to forest bioeconomy. If the company is currently not active in the forest 
bioeconomy, but it has a product or service with the future potential to be implemented in forest 
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bioeconomy, then the company is included in Companies with future potential in forest bioeconomy. So, 
not all start-ups and tech SMEs included are already working in the field of forest bioeconomy. 

 

Figure 9: Decision tree to classify companies 

Within all actor categories, actors can be found that are not only focused on the bioeconomy. We aimed 
to include the most relevant actors that can support leading companies, start-ups and tech SMEs that 
have the bioeconomy as part of their business model. Therefore, within categories such as accelerators, 
investors, events and information sources, we also included actors with activities applicable to the whole 
Basque entrepreneurship ecosystem, or centred around transversal technologies, including key enabling 
technologies. 
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